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Nowadays, with the current and foreseen 
scenario of urbanization and world population 
growth, urban agriculture (UA) represents an 
opportunity and a strategy to improve food 
production and supply, local economy, social 
integration, environmental sustainability 
as well as health conditions. Within this 
context, UA can reach and integrate the three 
pillars of sustainability: economic, social, and 
environmental. For these reasons, UA has 
become a popular and common urban land 
use form worldwide in many cities. 

Indeed, in recent times, UA projects have 
spread across the world, guided as well as 
supported by governments and born by 
community-based initiatives. These projects 
may have a great variability: they range from 
low to high technological UA projects or they 
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with a purely social and educational purpose or instead mainly devoted to food production 
and �n�ir�n��n�al s�r�i��sǯ ���r���r�ǰ �A �rin�s �������r ��l�idis�i�linar¢ ę�lds and 
opportunities. To facilitate a wider uptake of innovative policies and instruments for the 
�r����i�n �� ��� s�s�aina�l� ��als ass��ia��d  i�� �Aǰ i� is ��nda��n�al �� ęrs� �r�a�� 
and raise awareness both between institutional stakeholders as well as civil society through 
innovative and interdisciplinary approaches. 

The international student challenge UrbanFarm2024, which has now reached its 6th edition, 
is dedicated to the design of new spaces, activities, and solutions for the development of 
a new prison facility in Trelleborg (SKÅNE, Sweden): the aim is to integrate the prison's 
architectural design with agricultural facilities to facilitate inmates rehabilitation through 
�ar�in� a��i�i�i�sǰ  �il�ǰ a� ��� sa�� �i��ǰ r�a��in� �r�i� and �����a�l�s s�l�Ȭs�Ĝ�i�n�¢ 
within the facility. Similarly to previous editions, the teams had the task of bridging the most 
innovative strategies in urban farming as well as environmental technology and solutions 
with multifunctional planning of the prison's external spaces. Moreover, students also had 
the opportunity to discuss their solutions with the Swedish Prison and Probation Service 
(Kriminalvarden) in Malmö. Through this challenge, teams must apply their knowledge in 
real contexts, dealing with the environment and spaces as well as with the local policies. 
M�r����rǰ ���¢ �ain a si�nię�an� ����r��ni�¢ �� �¡��an�� �i� s and a��r�a���s  i�� ���ir 
���rs �r�� diě�r�n� ���n�ri�s as  �ll as �a���r��ndsǯ ���ir diss��ina�i�n and s�Ğ s�ills 
may also take advantage and be improved, for instance in how to prepare a promotional 
video or how to orally present their project in front of an audience, making this challenge 
an important teaching tool. 

This publication aims to summarize the main ideas, projects, and solutions that student 
��a�s �r����� �������r  i�� �n���sias�ǰ d�di�a�i�nǰ and �ě�r�ǯ �� ��li��� ��a� ���s� �inds 
of ideas and projects may not only raise awareness on these topics but also inspire urban 
planners and institutions to foster the sustainability and liveability of their cities.
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