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.  Structure of the customs authority

n all t e e er tates e a ine  t e a t rit  in c ar e r 
c st s c ntr ls is clearl  i entifia le an  it is a lic .

n s e c ntries  t e c st s a t rit  is a ranc   t e in
istr   inance er an  an  t e et erlan s  ereas in t
ers it en s reater in e en ence tal  an  ain  ein  an in e
en ent lic  it  its n internal r anisati nal r les an  
ierarc . e er  e en in t ese cases  t ere is a lin  it  central 

ern ent  in tal  an a ree ent is a e et een t e inistr   
inance an  t e c st s a t rit  an  t e t  siti ns in t e ier

arc  are a inte   t e ern ent n t e a ice  t e inis
tr   inance.

n t e c ntries n er e a inati n  t ere re  t e str ct re  
t e c st s a t rit  is t  s e e tent nati nall  centralise  an  
in an  case t ere is s e s er isi n s r eillance  t e inistr   
inance.

n s e c ntries  t e a t rit  in c ar e  c st s c ntr ls 
als  as res nsi ilities in t er areas  re en e c llecti n  s c  as 
e cise ties an  t er r s  ta ati n  i.e. r a  ta  l tter  ta
es t is is t e case in er an  ain an  tal  e er  it see s 
t at c st s ties an  c ntr ls n re en es c nnecte  t  c st s 

 at i rt  are t eir ain acti it .
n rinci le  t e eneral ser ices  t e c st s a t rities ris  

anal sis fices  al ati n fices  are centralise  ile c st s c n
tr ls n s enterin  t e EU is a res nsi ilit   l cal fices l
cate  in i erent areas  t e c ntr  ainl  at t e r ers. ere 
are als  s e ies t at a  carr  t ran  c st s ins ecti ns 
e en at t e re ises  t e erat rs an   e icles  e en a ter c s
t s clearance r ce res a e een c lete .

n s e cases  a s ecific fice is e icate  t  intelli ence ser
ices it  a ie  t  c attin  c st s ra . is is t e case  r 

e a le  in er an  ere t e ll ri inala t erates as a nc
ti nal nit  t e inistr   inance. n s e cases  s c  as in ta
l  a ilitarise   li e ar ia i inan a  s ares t e res nsi
ilit  r c st s c ntr l it  t e c st s a inistrati n  ten
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tiall  tac lin  s e  t e st seri s c st s ra . n ain  t e 
c st s a t rit  a  als  carr  t int in esti ati n it  t e 

ar ia i il. n t e et erlan s  t ere is als  a s ecial fice r 
financial ra   ic  c l  als  in esti ate c st s ra  

artic larl  en it relates t  t er financial cri es s c  as n
e  la n erin  illicit tra fic in  an  internati nal r anise  cri e. 

ese fices ies  se tas  is t  c at seri s c st s 
ra  are an e a le   ractice eca se t e  all  r a cen

tralise  an  nifie  strate  t  fi t c st s ra  an  can als  e 
e cellent an  irect interl c t rs it  t e ies in c ar e  c s
t s c ntr l at E r ean le el.

n eneral  c st s a t rities  as nati nal ies  st c
l  it  nati nal la  as ell as t e eneral rinci les  lic a
inistrati n. e  t ere re carr  t t eir acti ities acc r in  t  

t e rinci les  lic la . n all e er tates  c st s ficers 
are ci il ser ants   are re ire  t  c l  it  t e r isi ns 
relate  t  t e rinci les  airness  l alt  i artialit  r r
ti nalit  etc. t is i el  acce te  t at t e U  its  an   as 

ell as t e case la   t e EU are  ara nt i rtance in 
t e er r ance  c st s c ntr ls. cc r in  t  t e rinci le 

 t e ri ac   EU la  it ta es rece ence er nati nal r i
si ns.

s a r le  an  ecisi n a e  a c st s a t rit  can e c al
len e  in c rt. E er  c ntr  as e icate  a inistrati e 
es  are entitle  t  re ie  c st s ecisi ns. e er  in s e 
c ntries ain an  tal  t ere are als  internal t  t e c st s 
a inistrati n  a ellate ies res nsi le r a inistrati e re
ie s  c st s ecisi ns. is internal re ie  is t  s e e tent 

an e tensi n  t e ri t t  e ear  ic  is rante  in all nati nal 
s ste s. n a iti n  internal a ellate ies are el l in re c
in  t e n er  c st s liti ati n cases. n eneral  an e cessi e 
len t   ti e in res l in  c st s is tes as n t een re rte  
in an  c ntr  n r a e t er si nificant cases  n airness  i
ciar  r cee in s in c st s atters een re rte .
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.  Risk analysis

is  anal sis is  as state  in rticle   t e U  t e eart 
 t e c ntr l s ste  an  enerall  all c ntries rel  n ris  anal

sis r ana in  t e entire s ste   c st s c ntr ls. is  anal
sis all s c ntr ls t  e c ncentrate  n t se sit ati ns ere it is 

st nee e  i.e. en t ere is a artic lar ris   e asi n. n t is 
c nte t  t e anal sis  t e financial ris  a es it ssi le t  stri e 
a alance et een t e e ficienc   c ntr ls an  t e s ee   tra e. 

n t e e er tates e a ine  in t is st  t e ris  anal sis 
is carrie  t  t e central fices  t e nati nal a inistrati n. 

ese fices trans it instr cti ns t  t e fices in c ar e  carr
in  t c ntr ls. is ris  anal sis is lar el  ins ire   t e i le

entati n  t e E r ean issi n in ts  ic  are n t 
lic. st s financial ris  anal sis t ls an  r files are e t c nfi
ential  nati nal c st s a t rities. r t is reas n  it i t n t 
e ssi le t  in esti ate c nfir  et er t e ris  anal sis carrie  
t  nati nal c st s a t rities is c n cte  in a ni r  an

ner. e ert eless  t ere see s t  e a certain e ree  c r inati n 
as re ar s ris  anal sis  as E r ean criteria an  E r ean ata as
es are se  as a ris  anal sis t l als  at nati nal le el.

eall  ris  anal sis r t e EU c st s ni n s l  e er
r e  at EU le el r  at least  it s l  e s er ise  at EU le el  

an  t ere re it is  ractice t at E r ean ata ases e se  
r ris  anal sis. 

n tal  an  t e et erlan s  t ere is a s ecific re erence t  sta
tistical anal sis t ls i le ente  at E r ean le el e
se s  t e E r ean air rice lists  r c n ctin  ris  anal sis.

lt  t e ris  anal sis criteria an  r files are n t lic  it 
a ears t at all c ntries c nsi er an n s all  l  i rt al e as 
a ris  in icat r. ere re  t e e istence  l  al e c nsi n ents 
enerall  tri ers c st s c ntr ls.

is is in line it  t e case la   t e E r ean rt  s
tice  ic  in se eral ents el  t at a n r all  l  c s
t s al es a  i e rise t  reas na le t as t  t e acc rac   
t e eclare  c st s al e  an  t ere re re ire c ec s an  assess

ents  nati nal c st s a t rities.
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e res lt  nati nal ris  anal sis are c nicate  t  t e l
cal fices ic  carr  t t e c st s c ntr ls. e talian an  

anis   s ste s se ris  anal sis t  rea  n t e   i
rt int  lanes  r c annels  an  a es rec en ati ns t  

t e l cal fices t  c s c ntr ls n s ecific i rt eclarati ns. 
e s ste   i i in  t e s  s int  lanes  r c st s 

c ntr l r ses is als  in lace in t e et erlan s. 
 s ecific in   c ntr l c ental c ntr l  ins ecti n  

s  scanner c ntr l  etc.  is n r all  ass ciate  it  t e as
si ne  lane  alt  t e c st s ficer can still se is iscreti n 
t  eci e t e st s ita le c ntr l t  carr  t  i en t e act al cir
c stances  t e i rt.

n er an  t is et   nnellin  c ntr ls int  c annels  
r lanes  es n t see  t  e in lace r all . e ert eless  ris  

anal sis is carrie  t at  acilities an  t e in icati ns  t e ris  
anal sis are r tl  asse  n t  t e l cal fices t et er it  
s esti ns re ar in  t e t e  c ntr l t  e er r e . st s 

ficials are als  ree t  carr  t c ntr ls t er t an t se in icate  
 t e ris  anal sis  t in ractice st  t e c ntr ls are carrie  
t ll in  t e in icati ns  t e anal sis.

n all  t e c ntries e a ine  it is c n ractice n t t  
c nicate t e res lts  t e ris  anal sis t  t e ec n ic era
t r t at is s ect t  t e c ntr l. eti es  t e ris  anal sis in i
cat rs are int ita le  t e erat r  e. . an n s all  l  c st s 
al e  t in t er cases it is i fic lt r t e erat r t  n erstan  

t e reas ns t at tri ere  t e c ntr l e. . rc ase r  n n EU 
tra ers re rte  as nrelia le  l cal ris  in icat rs .

 ens re reater trans arenc  t is ractice c l  e rec n
si ere  at least en re estin  stificati n r  t e c st s 
erat r  i.e. en t e ec n ic erat r can e ercise is ri t t  e 

ear . t t at ent  e c l  e a e a are  t e reas ns t at 
tri ere  t e c st s ins ecti n an  t is l  i e t e i rter 
t e rt nit  t  etter e ercise is ri t t  a r er e ence.

ne ractice rt  enti nin  t in lace  t e tc  an  
anis  c st s a t rities  is t  eri icall  c nicate cer

tain erati nal i elines re ar in  c st s c ntr l t  t e lic 
 erat rs  in icatin  t e areas n ic  t e c ntr ls are in  t  
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c s  as ell as t e atters t at ill e s ect t  c st s c ntr ls. 
is ractice  alt  n t in in  as re ar s t e erati n  t e 

a inistrati n  r i es trans arenc  an  acc nta ilit  t  t e ac
ti ns  t e nati nal c st s a inistrati n.

.  Undervaluation as a means of risk analysis

s enti ne  n er al ati n  is ne  t e ris  anal sis crite
ria se  in all e er tates. e eclare  al e  i rte  s 
is c are  it  a era e statistical al es ase  n nati nal r E
r ean ata ases. is ris  anal sis et l  c lies it  t e 
ris  anal sis in icati ns r i e   t e E r ean nstit ti ns. 

e i entificati n  n er al ati n a  lea  t  a reas na le 
t  as t  t e acc rac  in t e eclare  c st s al e an  a  

tri er an a iti nal ins ecti n. 
Un er al ati n is a criteri n r ris  anal sis lea in  t  a rea

s na le t re ar in  acc rac  in all e er tates.
is reas na le t  i  n t stifie   t e ec n ic erat r  

can lea  t  t e is issal  t e transacti n al e as a ta a le asis 
r c st s ties. n t is case  t e c st s a t rit  ill a st t e 

eclare  al e acc r in  t  sec n ar  et s r i e  r  t e 
st s e rt.  U . e a t rities  all e er tates 

se sec n ar  et s r eter inin  t e c st s al e in ier
arc ical r er. e all ac  et  is t e et   last res rt.

.  Use of statistical value-databases for customs value adjustment

e s ect  statistical al e  an  t e ssi ilit   sin  it r 
t e a st ent  t e eclare  c st s al e  is artic larl  rele ant.

ll t e e er tates e a ine  se statistical a era e al es 
r t e a st ent  an a n r all  l  al e  i rte  s  

alt  t is cc rs in s e s ecific cases an  en certain cir
c stances are et. ere re  statistical al es are ne er se  as 
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a et  r t e a t atic a st ent  i rt eclarati ns it  
eclare  al es l er t an a era e statistical al es.

n r er t  se statistical al es t  a st eclare  c st s 
al es  an  s le entar  in r ati n stificati n ere   

t e erat rs st e re ar e  as ein  ns ita le r res l in  
t e ts  t e c st s a t rit . ls  t e t er U  sec n
ar  et s cann t e se  t  r erl  eter ine t e c st s 
al e. 

t see s t at t is a r ac  ase  n t e se  t e statistical 
al e as a et   last res rt  as een en rse   t e nati nal 

case la   t e re e rts  t e e er tates. is as t e 
case r e a le in er an  an  t e et erlan s  e en t  t e 

rts el  a ca eat intin  t t at statistical al e a st ent 
is an e ce ti nal t l an  a  e se  in t e c nte t  t e all ac  

et .
t a  t en e in erre  t at statistical al es are se  r t e a

st ent  l  c st s al es in t e e er tates e a ine  t 
nl  as a last res rt  an  in t e a sence  s ecific in icati ns r  

t e erat r r i  t e clarificati ns ere   t e erat r are r 
an  c letel  ina e ate t  sti  t e n er al ati n .

is as ect st e e asise . e re rts int t t at t e 
t eses in ic  t is et   eter inin  c st s al e is 

se  are er  e . is is eca se isc ssi ns it  t e i rter in 
t e c nte t  t e ri t t  e ear  ten all  c st s a t rities 
t  esta lis  an acce ta le c st s al e.

n t e ll in  a er n E r ean case la  re ar in  c s
t s al e  it as een inte  t t at t e E r ean rt  

stice as n t et a e its siti n entirel  clear n t e r le  
statistical ata in t e a st ent  t e c st s al e. e rt 
r le  t at in t e c nte t  rec er   n res rces e t  
t e inc rrect a licati n  c st s c ntr ls  t e issi n 

a  se statistical a era e al es r  E r ean ata ases  i.e. 
t e s calle  air rice  r rt er etails see t e a er n t e 

EU case la  t  eter ine t e a nts s tracte  r  t e 
EU et.

e er  t e EU as n t et clarifie  et er  an  n er 
ic  circ stances  a statistical al e ase  n a nati nal r E
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r ean ata ase a  e se  t  a st  t e c st s al e  in t e 
c nte t  t e rec er   nati nal c st s ties  ties r  
ri ate erat rs.

.  Units specialised in customs valuation

n s e e er tates er an  an  t e et erlan s  t e 
c st s a t rit  as set  a central fice ealin  it  c st s 
al ati ns an  r i es assistance in t is s ecific fiel  t  l cal fic

es an  ri ate erat rs. entral fices are ten in l e  in c
le  al ati n erati ns an  istri te al ati n tec ni es an  
et s  as ell as carr in  t erati nal acti ities. 

n an  cases  nati nal c st s al ati n fices are als  
sta e  it  trans er ricin  e erts. is is certainl  t  e el
c e  since  in realit   trans er ricin  an  c st s al ati n 
re lati ns a e t e c n ecti e  i enti in  t e al e 
t at l  a e een esta lis e  a  t e seller an  t e er n t 

een relate . e er  t ese fices a e n  irect relati ns i  
it  t eir irect ta  c nter arts  an  re s ecificall  it  trans

er ricin  fices. 
n s e cases er an  t e al ati n fice  r i es le al 

assistance an  s rt t  t e c st s fices res nsi le r c s
t s clearance an  c ntr ls. t a  als  e ress ini ns t  t ir  
arties ri ate erat rs  t t e ini n is n t le all  in in . 
eit er t e ficials  carr  t t e c ntr ls n r t e erat rs 

 recei e t e a ice n c st s al ati n are re ire  t  c l  
it  it. e er  in ractice  t e ini ns iss e   t ese fices are 
artic larl  i rtant.

n t er cases t e et erlan s  t e al ati n fice  as a i
rect an  cl se relati ns i  it  ec n ic erat rs an  r lar e 

erat rs  e en l s eri ic eetin s.
t als  la s a er  i rtant ncti n in t e r cess  iss in  

r lin s n assess ents  re este   ec n ic erat rs. e r
ce re r tainin  a r lin  is n t er  ic  an  it n r all  ta es 
se eral nt s. e r lin s  alt  strictl  s ea in  n t le all  
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in in  a  create a le iti ate e ectati n r t e ec n ic 
erat r. e re erence n er  t e r lin  a  t en e incl e  in 
c st s eclarati ns  esi natin  t e  as relia le erati ns. 

n tal  a in in  r lin  n t e al ati n  i rt s a  
e taine  n er rticle  U . is r lin  is iss e  nl  n t e 
asis  a iscl s re  t e tra e s  t e erat rs  an  t e 

trans er ricin  c entati n. n t is a  rt.  U  a t ri
sati n  all s t e erat rs t  reac  a c n al ati n  i rt 

s r trans er ricin  an  c st s r ses. e er  t is r
ce re es n t esta lis  a r   eneral in in  al ati n t l  

eca se it can e a lie  nl  in rans er rices cases.
Esta lis in  a e icate  fice r al ati n atters r all na

ti nal c st s a t rities is  ractice  as c st s al ati n is 
er  i rtant. r e en cl ser c r inati n et een nati nal c s

t s a inistrati ns  ne c l  en isa e esta lis in  a net r   
nati nal al ati n fices  ealin  it  c st s al ati n. n t is 

a  t e ain iss es l  e a resse  in a nifie  anner an   
as in  r a ice  all c st s a t rities l  ten  t  n erstan  
an  c n r  t  certain stan ar s.

.  Cooperation with OLAF and other national customs authorities 

 a iti nal as ects  t e c erati n  c st s a t ri
ties are e a ine  in t e re rts  i.e. relati ns it   an  rela
ti ns it  t er nati nal ta  a t rities. 

s re ar s relati ns it   it a ears t at all c st s a
t rities a e a er   c erati n relati ns i  it   an  
re entl  e c an e ie s.

erati n ta es lace it  re erence t  a recise le al asis  
e lati n  an  c nsist  a c nstant e c an e  in r a

ti n an  ie s n c st s c ntr ls t  e carrie  t.
n s e c ntries t e et erlan s  a eneral liais n fice as 

een set  t  r i e a lin  et een  an  nati nal c st s 
a t rities. n rinci le  t e nati nal a t rities ll  t e c ntr l 

irecti es i en   an  are illin  t  carr  t int c n
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tr ls. ese c ntr ls a e r e  t  e artic larl  e ficient r  
t e int  ie   c atin  c st s ra . ll t e nati nal a
t rities inter ie e  re rte  a in  an e cellent relati ns i  it  

 ase  n an e ficient e c an e  in r ati n. er an  re
rte  irect an  c nstant c nicati n ia electr nic t ls  s c  

as t e   lat r . 
t t e sa e ti e   in certain cases  carries t n t e

s t c ec s. n t er cases  nati nal a t rities are as e    
t  er r  c st s clearance an r st clearance ins ecti ns.

int e er tate c st s c ntr ls can e c nsi
ere  a est ractice. ese c ntr ls i  nati nal an  E r ean er
s ecti es  sa e ar in  nati nal an  E r ean financial interests. 

e anis  re rt i es rt er etails n a s ecific case  s in  
 t is c erati n can e artic larl  e ecti e in t e sit ati n  

lar e scale ra  at E r ean le el. c  ra  st necessaril  e 
tac le  it  a nati nal an  E r ean int e rt.

.  Relations with other national tax administrations (with par-
ticular attention to valuation)

n t er e  as ect n ic  re rts a e c se  are t e rela
ti ns it  t er nati nal  ta  a t rities  i.e. nati nal a t rities 

se an ate is t  ersee t e i le entati n  ta es relate  t  
t e acti ities  ec n ic erat rs  ainl  inc e ta .

n eneral  t e re rts s  t at c st s an  nati nal ta  a
t rities  n t c erate re larl . n s e cases  r e a le in 

er an  t is is e t  t e central e eral str ct re  t e c st s 
a t rit  ereas t e str ct re  t e inc e ta  a t rit  is terri
t riall  ase . 

n t er cases ain  t e e art ents ealin  it  inc e ta  
an  t e c st s a t rit  are art  t e sa e   t e eneral ta  
a enc . e ert eless  c nicati n an  c erati n are n t re lar.

n a entall  it see s t at t ere is still c  r  r i
r e ent re ar in  c erati n et een c st s an  t er a

t rities. ne area ere t is i r e ent can e e el e  is 
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in t e fiel   trans er ricin  an  c st s al e r relate  art  
transacti ns.

artic lar attenti n as i en t  t is t ic in t e researc  r
ect an  re etaile  in r ati n can e n  in t e e icate  
a er.

e re rts c nfir  a i erent a r ac  t  t e s ect  rela
ti ns i  et een trans er ricin  an  c st s al e. n s e c n
tries ain  t ere is a clear se arati n an  a t n  et een t e 
t  al es. n t is case  it is t e nati nal le islati n t at r i es 
t at t e al ati n er r e  r inc e ta  r ses cann t a l  
t  t er ta es.

n t er cases  it a ears t at trans er ricin  c entati n 
as s e e ect n t e c st s al e an  is ta en int  c nsi erati n 

en assessin  t e c st s al e et een relate  arties.
e c ntr  re rts in icate t at e en a ter t e EU a a

ats  ent  s e s rt  a inistrati e reali n ent et een 
trans er ricin  an  c st s al es c ntin es t  erate. e ert e
less  t e ter s  t is reali n ent are nclear. rt er re  t e le
al asis r t e a inistrati e reali n ent et een trans er ricin  

an  c st s al e relate  t  transacti ns et een relate  arties  
is nclear.

e e icate  a er s e s li t n s e nati nal ractices c r
rentl  in lace in s e states tal  an  t e et erlan s . c  rac
tices see  t  arantee a sa e an  s t  a r ac  t  reali n ent.

e erence is a e t  t e ssi ilit   a reali n ent  t e 
c st s al e t  t e al e efine  in t e trans er ricin  c

entati n. is c l  e ne  t e i rter s ittin  a r
isi nal eclarati n  ic  l  t en e s le ente   a final 
eclarati n  t  e s itte  it in a reas na le ti e an  ta in  

int  acc nt t e al e  t e s efine  r trans er ricin  
r ses. 

n t er s l ti n  a te   tal  is t  arantee t  certain 
arties  ase  n a ri r a t risati n rt.  U  a t risati n  

t e se  s ecific criteria r eter inin  t e c st s al e  t s 
reali nin  t e criteria se  r inc e ta  n trans er ricin  t  t e 
criteria se  r t e c st s al ati n  i rte  s in case  
a transacti n et een relate  arties .
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Un rt natel  t ese s l ti ns are n t s are   all e er 
tates. ere re  an inter enti n at EU le el l  e elc e  
n t is int. is l  ace t e c allen e  t er i rtant t ir  

c ntries U  ina  ic  a e la nc e  a inistrati e r
ra es. eir ai  is t  re ce t e c le it  ace   interna

ti nal tra e erat rs in ealin  it  i erent sets  r les c nnect
e  it  t e sa e tra e s.

.  Right to be heard

te  in E r ean le al tra iti ns an  e ressl  a fir e  in 
t e U  rticle  t e ri t t  e ear  is rele ant in c st s 

atters in all ris icti ns e a ine .
ere are ari s r s an  sta es at ic  t is ri t  ri ate 

erat rs is e ercise  in ractice an  it e en s n t e a inistra
ti e r anisati n t at carries t t e c ntr ls. ll e er tates e
a ine  a e a er  i  stan ar   aranteein  t is ri t an  r
i e r r ce ral ec anis s ri r t  t e final ecisi n. 

n eneral  e re iss in  a ne ati e ecisi n  t e ec n ic 
erat r st e in r e  an  st e i en t e rt nit  t  r
i e  it in a reas na le ea line  c ents an  e lanati ns re
ar in  t e ecisi n t at is e ecte  t  e iss e  a ainst i . 

n an  cases  t ere is a irect c ntact et een t e c st s 
a inistrati n an  erat rs  as art  t e c ntr l r ce re. e 
act al a licati n  t is r ce re a  e i erent. er  ten it 
ta es lace  e c an in  ritten c ents  e. . t e erat r s

its rt er c entati n r e lanat r  n tes a t t e circ
stances  t e case. n certain cases  eetin s et een t e era
t r s re resentati es an  c st s ficials are als  ssi le. 

re er  in st c ntries  t e li ati n t  clari  t e rea
s ns r t e ecisi n st als  incl e t e tc e  t is reli i
nar  sta e. n t er r s  t e a inistrati n st al a s ta e int  
acc nt t e stificati n i en  t e erat r an  cann t si l  i
n re it  iss in  its final ecisi n. 

lt  t e ri t t  e ear  is strictl  c nnecte  t  t e r



General Report

ce ral ra e r   c st s c ntr ls  it is a e  ste  t at all s 
c st s a inistrati ns t  a st eclare  c st s al es.

n t is c nte t  t e nati nal re rts re eal a cl se c nnecti n 
et een t e ri t t  e ear  an  t e ssi ilit  t  se statistical 
ata n er t e all ac  et  r c st s al ati n. ere re  
i in  t e erat r t e rt nit  t  e ress is ie  is a le al re

ire ent r a l in  t e all ac  et  as ell as r t e se 
 statistical al es r t e r se  c st s al e a st ents.

.  Sanctions

e r isi ns c ncernin  t e a licati n  sancti ns r 
ences n er t e EU c st s la  is ne  t e st isc sse  t

ics at E r ean le el.  ate  t ere is n  ar nise  sancti ns s s
te  r t e in rin e ent  c st s le islati n  ri ate erat rs.

rticle   t e U  r i es r eneral rinci les re ar in  
sancti ns r t e in rin e ent  c st s le islati n  i.e. t at sanc
ti ns st e r rti nate  e ecti e  an  iss asi e.

e er  t e act al r isi ns c ncernin  sancti ns r in
rin e ents  c st s la  are lai  n in nati nal le islati n.

ll t e c ntries e a ine  r i e r t  cri inal an  a in
istrati e enalties r reac es  c st s le islati n. is is artiall  

e t  t e trans siti n  irecti e EU    t e E r e
an arlia ent an   t e ncil   l   n t e fi t a ainst 
ra  t  t e Uni n s financial interests  eans  cri inal la . n 
eneral  in all e er tates  t e a inistrati e a t rities are re

s nsi le r i sin  a inistrati e fines  ereas nati nal icial 
a t rities are res nsi le r r sec tin  cri inal c st s ra 2.

cc r in l  t  i erent ies a inistrati e an  cri inal  
are tentiall  res nsi le r t e sa e ascertaine  acts. inis

  e recentl  esta lis e  E r ean lic r sec t r s fice is als  res n
si le r r sec tin  an  rin in  t  trial t se  c it ra  t at a ects t e 
financial interests  t e EU  incl in  c st s ra . e r le  t e E  is n t 
c ere   t e re rts  since s  ar t ere are ins ficient cases  c st s ra  in
esti ate  an  r sec te   t e E  in t e c ntries c ere . 
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trati e an  cri inal sancti ns ll  i erent r tes  alt  na
ti nal c st s a t rities i t e in l e  in t  cri inal an  
a inistrati e in esti ati ns  e act  st in esti ati ns t at lea  
t  cri inal r sec ti n  t e c st s ra  are carrie  t  t e 
c st s a t rit . 

n s e e er tates er an  t e istincti n et een a
inistrati e an  cri inal sancti ns is lin e  t  ra lent intent  

i.e. ece ti e c n ct is rele ant. r e a le  t e se  alse c
ents an r t e iss in   alse c st s eclarati ns a  tri er 

cri inal r cee in s r i sin  cri inal sancti ns relate  t  c s
t s ences  n r all  e t  t e e asi n  c st s ties. 

n certain e er tates tal  ain an  t e et erlan s  
t ere is als  a ini  t res l  r e a e  c st s ties r t e 

ence t  e c nsi ere  as a cri e. ences c nnecte  t  an inc r
rect eclarati n  t e c st s al e als  lea  t  cri inal sancti ns.

n an  case  r ce ral r isi ns ten eter ine ini  
t res l s e. . r eter inin  ic  c st s la  ences s l  
e r sec te  n er cri inal la  r t e ini  a nts  

ties e a e . re er  e en t e c n ct i t in l e a ini  
le el  ece ti n.

r  a ra atic int  ie  it see s t at nl  in rin e
ents t  t e c st s la   a certain se erit  are r sec te  n er 

cri inal la  r t e r se  i sin  sancti ns s c  as i ris
n ent. ess seri s cri inal c st s ences are nis e  it  a 

ic  an  si lifie  r ce re   iss in  a cri inal r er i s
in  erate sancti ns  an  it t res rtin  t  a ll cri inal trial. 

eti es t is is artic larl  t e case  ain  initiatin  
cri inal r cee in s is se  t  in ce t e ec n ic erat r t  
a in  its c st s e t.

n all e er tates  t e ne is in i e  rinci le re ents t e 
a licati n  a inistrati e an  cri inal sancti ns an  enalties 

r t e sa e c st s in rin e ent incl in  n er al ati n  al
t  t e ec anis  r selectin  t e sancti n t  e a lie  are 
i erent.

e cri inal si nificance  t e c st s ences c itte  
as als  c nse ences n t e li itati n eri  r t e rec er   
n ai  ties c nnecte  t  t e in rin e ent ra .
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rticle   t e U  r i es t at t e  ears li itati n 
eri  startin  r  t e ent  t e clearin  r ce re s all e 

e ten e  r   ears  t  a a i    ears in case t e c s
t s in rin e ents are als  nis a le acc r in  t  nati nal cri
inal la . 

Eac  e er tate e a ine  i le ente  t e e tensi n  
li itati n eri  in t e case  in rin e ents nis a le n er 
cri inal la  as it is set t in t e U . n ain an  er an  t e 
e tensi n r t e rec er   n ai  ties  ears in ain an   
ears in er an  is lin e  t  t e stat te  li itati ns n er cri

inal la  r s lin  ereas in tal  t ere is a s ecific in e en
ent e tensi n   t   ears  in case  c n ct nis a le n er 
cri inal la .

n certain e er tates t e et erlan s  eca se  t e 
r a  n ti n  c st s cri inal ences  t e e tensi n  t e li

itati n eri  t   ears a lies  e a lt in st c st s ences 
t at a e een ascertaine . e act  t e  ears stat te  li ita
ti ns is nl  a lie  in e ce ti nal cases.


