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Image Gallery: Recurrent bovine papular
stomatitis virus infection diagnosed by nested
polymerase chain reaction
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Dear Editor, A 47-year-old calf breeder presented with a

history of four recurrences of painless erythematous, nodu-

lar–ulcerative and exudative lesions of both hands (a), sug-

gestive of Parapoxvirus infection.1 Histopathology showed

spongiosis, epidermal vacuolation and neutrophilic infiltrate,

without intracellular cytoplasmic inclusion bodies (b). Elec-

tron microscopy disclosed parapoxvirions (c) (N, nucleus),

with a typical criss-cross pattern of surface filaments (d).

Nested polymerase chain reaction (PCR) provided an ampli-

con (235 bp), and subsequent Sanger sequencing of the

amplified product identified bovine papular stomatitis virus

(BPSV).2 This demonstrates the utility of nested PCR for

diagnosis of BPSV infection in humans. The patient sponta-

neously healed after stopping contact with BPSV-infected

calves.
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