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The Kwanyin Clan: Modern 
Literati Graffiti Writers
An Aesthetic and Text Analysis  
of their Main Artworks
Adriana Iezzi
Alma Mater Studiorum, Università di Bologna, Italia

Abstract A#er illustrating the varied artistic production of the Kwanyin Clan, one of the 

most important Chinese gra$iti crews, this paper analyses six of their main artworks in 

detail (styles, techniques, aesthetic conceptions and artworks texts). In these artworks, 

the Kwanyin Clan tried for the first time to merge Euro-American gra$iti practice with the 

ancient traditional arts practiced and appreciated by the Chinese literati (calligraphy, 

poetry, painting, seals and ceramics). Comparing the Kwanyin Clan members to ‘modern 

literati writers’, the present article shows how this crew succeeded in reinventing ancient 

Chinese art forms using Euro-American gra$iti vocabulary, paving the way for a new 

development of gra$iti art in China.

Keywords Kwanyin Clan. Gra$iti. Contemporary Chinese art. Chinese literati. ‘Three 

perfections’. 

Summary 1 Introduction: the Kwanyin Clan in Beijing. – 2 ‘Modern Literati Gra$iti 

Paintings’ by the Kwanyin Clan: Shanshui PIC (2007) and New Style (2008). – 3 ‘Modern 

Literati Calligraphy Gra$iti’ by the Kwanyin Clan: Shirupozhu (2008) and Shengongyiji-

ang (2010). – 4 ‘Modern Literati Gra$iti Ceramics’ by the Kwanyin Clan: Blue and White 

Porcelain (2009-2010) and the Artwork Made for the Exhibition ‘Street Art, a Global View’ 

(2016). – 5 Conclusion: the Kwanyin Clan as ‘Modern Literati Gra$iti Writers’.



Annali di Ca’ Foscari. Serie orientale e-ISSN 2385-3042

55, 2019, 395-448 ISSN 1125-3789

396

1 Introduction: the Kwanyin Clan in Beijing
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Figure 1 Kwanyin Clan, The Logo of the Kwanyin Clan.  

Digital design work. Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.

com/137172601.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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Figure 2 Kwanyin Clan (Nat, Yumi, Ap, Tin), Gra ito for the ‘Shijingshan 

Cultural Festival Gra iti Show’. 1-5 October 2008. Spray-painting on a plastic 

sheet, Shijingshan Sculpture Park, Beijing. Source: http://erictin.blog.

sohu.com/101605412.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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 [fig. 3]31 -

-
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32

Figure 3 Kwanyin Clan, Olympic Beijing. April 2008. Gra&ito: 

spray-painting on wall. West wall of the Institute of Technology, 

Weigongcun, Beijing. Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.

com/86027853.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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-

[fig. 4]

Figure 4 Kwanyin Clan (and MAX), Shijulongpan  (Where Tigers Crouch 

and Dragons Coil). 1 March 2008. Gra(ito: spray-painting on wall. Cherry Blossom 

Street (between the China-Japan Friendship Hospital and the Beijing Institute 

of Fashion Technology), Beijing. Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.

com/81097067.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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45 

2 ‘Modern Literati Gra%iti Paintings’ by the Kwanyin Clan: 

Shanshui PIC (2007) and New Style (2008)

-

-

[fig. 5] 46 -

-

Figure 5 Kwanyin Clan (Quan, EricTin, Yumi, Jer, Apart, Nato, Scar, Joey, Keno, Pluto, Viga, Ctn). 

Shanshui PIC PIC (Landscape Painting PIC). 8-11 November 2007.  

Gra+ito: spray-painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. International Exhibition Hall 

Square, Beijing. Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists

-
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-

[fig. 6]

shuimo hua 

hengfu 

Figure 6 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC. 8-11 November 2007.  

Gra(ito: spray-painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. 

International Exhibition Hall Square, Beijing (central section). 

Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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caoshu 59 [fig. 7]
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Quan  Jer  Nato  Scar 

 Keno  Viga  Ctn -

-
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leitmotiv 

-

59 caoshu

-

lishu xingshu 

-

-

Figure 7 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC.  

8-11 November 2007. Gra(ito: spray-painting  

on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. International 

Exhibition Hall Square, Beijing (detail of the big 

calligraphy in the centre of the work).  

Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/

kwanyin_clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists 
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60 -

61

[fig. 8]

caoshu

-

Figure 8 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC. 8-11 November 2007.  

Gra(ito: spray-painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m.  

International Exhibition Hall Square, Beijing (detail of the 

long calligraphy in the last section of the work). Source: 

https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16).  

Courtesy of the artists 

Immortal at the River
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-

[fig. 9] -

[figs. 10-11]

-

alter ego

Figure 9 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC. 8-11 November 2007. Gra(ito: spray-

painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. International Exhibition Hall Square, Beijing 

(detail of the gra(iti writer in live motion in the le- section of the work).  

Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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Figure 10 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC. 8-11 November 2007. Gra(ito: spray-

painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. International Exhibition Hall Square, 

Beijing (detail of the two lettering piece by Yumi and EricTin in the le- section 

of the work). Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists

Figure 11 Kwanyin Clan. Shanshui PIC. 8-11 November 2007. Gra(ito: spray-

painting on panels. L 42 m, ht ca. 2 m. International Exhibition Hall Square, 

Beijing (detail of the four lettering pieces by Quan, Scar, Jer, and Viga in the right 

section of the work). Source: https://www.graffiti.org/kwanyin/kwanyin_

clan200710beijing2md.jpg (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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-

-
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-

 [fig. 12] -

Figure 12 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, NaTuo). New Style. July 2008. 

Gra(ito: spray-painting on wall. Beijing. Source: http://

erictin.blog.sohu.com/90485372.html (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists

-

-

-

-

Iezzi

The Kwanyin Clan: Modern Literati Graffiti Writers



Annali di Ca’ Foscari. Serie orientale e-ISSN 2385-3042

55, 2019, 395-448 ISSN 1125-3789

Iezzi

The Kwanyin Clan: Modern Literati Graffiti Writers

421

-

-

 -

Guan 

-

77 -

qingtongqi 

-

-

-

77 



Annali di Ca’ Foscari. Serie orientale e-ISSN 2385-3042

55, 2019, 395-448 ISSN 1125-3789

422

-

-

-
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[fig. 13]

Figure 13 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, NaTuo). New Style. July 2008. Gra(ito: 

spray-painting on wall. Beijing (view of the artwork from a long distance). 

Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.com/90485372.html (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists
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Figure 14 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, NaTuo). New Style. July 2008. 

Gra(ito: spray-painting on wall. Beijing (detail of the calligraphic 

inscription on the right edge of the work). Source: http://

erictin.blog.sohu.com/90485372.html (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists
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3 ‘Modern Literati Calligraphy Gra#iti’ by the Kwanyin 

Clan: Shirupozhu (2008) and Shengongyijiang (2010)
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Figure 15 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, Nat, Yumi, Quan). Shirupozhu  

(With Irresistible Force). 4-6 February 2008. Gra+ito: spray-painting on panel. 

L 6 m, ht 6 m. Nike 706 Gallery, 798 Art District, Beijing.  

Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.com/110281893.html (2019-01-16).  

Courtesy of the artists
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95

[fig. 16]

Figure 16 View of the hall-of-fame mounted on the external wall 
of the Nike 706 Art Space in the 789 Art District painted  

with gra'iti pieces by famous Chinese crews. The gra'iti piece  

in the centre is Shirupozhu by the Kwanyin Clan.  

Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.com/110281893.html 

(2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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[fig. 17]

Figure 17 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, Nat, Yumi, Quan). Shirupozhu 

(With Irresistible Force). 4-6 February 2008. Gra+ito: spray-painting 

on panel. L 6 m, ht 6 m. Nike 706 Gallery, 798 Art District, Beijing 

(detail of the long calligraphy in the right corner of the work). Source: 

http://erictin.blog.sohu.com/110281893.html (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists
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99 

Figure 18 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin, Nat, Yumi, Quan). Shirupozhu  

(With Irresistible Force). 4-6 February 2008. Gra+ito: spray-painting on 

panel. L 6 m, ht 6 m. Nike 706 Gallery, 798 Art District, Beijing (detail of the 

red inscription in the le/ corner of the work). Source: http://erictin.

blog.sohu.com/110281893.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artists
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Ars divina100 [fig. 19]

Figure 19 Kwanyin Clan (EricTin). Shengongyijiang 

. June 2010. Gra%ito: spray-painting on wall. Beijing. 

Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.com/154679171.html 

(2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artist
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Figure 20. Kwanyin Clan (EricTin). Shengongyijiang. June 2010. 

Gra'ito: spray-painting on wall. Beijing (detail of the calligraphy 

on the top-right corner). Source: http://erictin.blog.sohu.

com/154679171.html (2019-01-16). Courtesy of the artist
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4 ‘Modern Literati Gra#iti Ceramics’ by the Kwanyin Clan: 

Blue and White Porcelain (2009-2010) and the Artwork 

Made for the Exhibition ‘Street Art, a Global View’ (2016)

[figs. 21, 24] [fig. 22] [fig. 23]
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Figure 21 Kwanyin Clan (KenoTang).  

Blue and White Porcelain. 2009. Porcelain plate 

with gra'iti decoration in cobalt blue. Source: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/28329067@

N06/6988321823/in/photostream/ (2019-01-

16). Courtesy of the artist Figure 22 Kwanyin Clan. Blue and White Porcelain. 

2009-10. Porcelain vase with gra'iti decoration  

in cobalt blue. Source: https://www.pinterest.

com/pin/371969250444347907/ (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists 

Figure 23 Kwanyin Clan. Blue and White Porcelain. 

2009-10. Porcelain brush pot with gra'iti decoration 

in cobalt blue. Source: https://www.pinterest.

com/pin/206602701626744667/ (2019-01-16). 

Courtesy of the artists 

Figure 24 Kwanyin Clan (NatO). Blue and White 

Porcelain – Heqi  (‘Peace’). 2010. Porcelain plate with 

gra)iti decoration in cobalt blue. Source: https://www.

flickr.com/photos/28329067@N06/4116596848/ 

(2019-01-16) Courtesy of the artist
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[fig. 25]

Figure 25 Kwanyin Clan. Artwork Made for the Exhibition 

‘Street Art, a Global View’. 2016. Spray-painting on panels. 

CAFA Art Museum, Beijing. Photo by M. Meccarelli.  

Courtesy of the artists and the photographer
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