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Supplementary Table 2 – The explanation of how the items of the BHSII-CR are assessed by the 
veterinarian following the steps of orthopedic examination. 

 

 

Guidelines for orthopedic examination 

ITEM  
 VISUAL EXAMINATION 

V1. V2. V3 Lameness/abnormal gait Assessed by means of the observation of the gait of the animal when 
walking, trotting and running, graded on a scale from 0 to 4 

 MANUAL EXAMINATION 

M1. Pain 
Assessed by means of the patient’s reaction to palpation and passive 
movement of the stifle joint 

M2. Patello-femoral crepitus Assessed by means of palpation and passive movement 

M3. Articular stability Assessed by means of the drawer test, measured from 0 to 12 mm 

M4.M5. Range of motion 
In extension and flexion, compared to the contralateral limb; measured in 
unsedated patients with a plastic sexagesimal goniometer, using 41°-
162° as the reference range 

M6. Periarticular tumefaction Synovial effusion and edema assessed by means of palpation 

M7. Muscle mass of the thigh 
Quantified by means of palpation and measurement of the circumference 
as compared to the contralateral limb 


