
Electronic supplementary material 1: Description of data sources 

 

Article title: Effect of cardiologist care on 6-month outcomes in patients discharged with heart failure: results from an 

observational study based on administrative data 

 

Journal name: BMJ Open 

 

Author names: Vera Maria Avaldi, Jacopo Lenzi, Stefano Urbinati, Dario Molinazzi, Carlo Descovich, Anselmo 

Campagna, Martina Taglioni, Angelo Fioritti, Maria Pia Fantini 

 

Affiliation and e-mail of the corresponding author: University of Bologna, jacopo.lenzi2@unibo.it 

 

 

Hospital Discharge Records Database 

The Hospital Discharge Records Database includes demographic characteristics, admission referral source, admission 

and discharge dates, main diagnosis, up to five secondary diagnoses, up to six interventions, and discharge status. 

Hospital Discharge Records are sent by all public and private hospitals to the Regional Authority, and on a regular basis 

from the Regional Authority to the Ministry of Health after data quality control. Since 1995 the Diagnosis Related 

Group system has been systematically used to allocate funds to hospitals and to monitor quality of care and outcomes. 

 

Regional Mortality Register Database 

The Regional Mortality Register Database contains information on patients’ demographic characteristics as well as date, 

place and cause of death (classified in the ICD-9-CM). 

 

Outpatient Pharmaceutical Database 

The Regional Health Authority Outpatient Pharmaceutical Database contains information on patients (identification 

number, gender and age), prescriptions (substance name, ATC System code—version 2013, trade name, date of 

prescription filling, and number of packages) and prescribers; it does not contain information on the average daily 

amount of drug that is actually prescribed to the patient. This register includes drugs reimbursed by the healthcare 

system that are prescribed by the primary care physician or a specialist, or directly delivered by the hospital pharmacies. 

mailto:jacopo.lenzi2@unibo.it

