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Naples and 7th ISUFItaly 
International Conference 
ISUF Italy decided to hold its 7th International Conference in 
Naples, hosted by the Department of Architecture at the 
University of Naples “Federico II”. The topic, City Renewal and 
Urban Archaeology. The Morphological Value of City Traces, 
has prompted a wide-ranging reflection on the role that traces 
– material but perhaps also immaterial – accumulated over time 
can play in the processes of interpretation, conservation and 
transformation of the contemporary city, understood as a space 
in which the various layers of history coexist and overlap.
The choice of this topic originates from the awareness that the 
challenges posed by our times – in which cities and territories 
are undergoing rapid and profound transformations driven by 
environmental, economic and social dynamics that are often 
indifferent to the values of the urban form – cannot be addressed 
exclusively through approaches focused on technological 
innovation, functional efficiency and the speed of intervention 
processes. Rather, they require a renewed focus on the 
historical and morphological complexity of urban and territorial 
contexts, reaffirming the value of a tradition of study to which 
Italian research has made theoretical and methodological 
contributions of the highest importance throughout the 20th 
century, and which regards the city as a complex historical 
organism, whose significance also lies in the capacity of its forms 
to preserve, transmit and reinterpret over time the traces of the 
transformations that have shaped its structure.
In this sense, discussing the Morphological Value of City Traces 
has meant not only addressing material remains of the past to 
be protected for their ‘documentary’ value, but interpreting such 
evidences as active elements in the construction of urban forms, 
whose ‘monumental’ value – that is, their formal value – should 
often be revealed through the project. The notion of ‘trace’ has 
proved, in the richness and variety of the contributions presented, to 
be a particularly fruitful interpretative category within the different 
theoretical and methodological approaches that characterise 
the field of urban morphology studies today. Road alignments that 
survive functional changes, land divisions that continue to guide 
the organisation of the built environment, typological continuities, 
settlement systems that maintain recognisable structural 
relationships with geographical forms, spatial configurations and 
relationships between the built environment and open space that 
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help define the identity of places were just some of the themes 
addressed during the conference.
The relationship between City Renewal and Urban Archaeology 
played a central role in the debate that unfolded over the three 
days of the conference. Whilst, on the one hand, the reference to 
urban archaeology was not interpreted exclusively in a disciplinary 
sense but was adopted as a thinking paradigm capable of 
guiding a stratigraphic reading of the city – in which the various 
temporalities that accompanied its formation emerge as essential 
components of its current structure – on the other hand, particular 
attention was devoted to the role of architectural and urban 
design in engaging with such legacies.
As the archaeologist Andreina Ricci observed, when fragments of 
the past emerge within the contemporary city, they often produce 
a sort of ‘wound’, as their morphological structure conflicts with 
the systems of order of the city on the surface. Furthermore, it is 
not uncommon that these remains do not appear because they 
are ‘sought’ through excavation, but resurface suddenly during 
infrastructure works, natural disasters or urban regeneration 
processes. In this sense, urban archaeology poses a question 
to the project that is as complex as it is urgent, concerning the 
composition of spatial systems belonging to different temporalities 
that are sometimes mutually in conflict. Precisely from this 
perspective, one of the most original aspects to emerge from 
the conference concerns the role attributed to the architectural 
project as a tool for knowledge and interpretation, as well as for 
the transformation, of the stratified city. Far from being regarded 
as a subsequent and separate phase from morphological and 
archaeological analysis, design was frequently presented in the 
papers as a critical tool capable of revealing latent relationships, 
recognising hidden continuities and constructing new forms of 
dialogue between different temporalities. Urban traces, in fact, 
never present themselves as mere objective data to be recorded 
or preserved but require an interpretative process that grasps 
their meaning within the city’s overall structure. In this process, the 
project plays an essential role: it not only protects or enhances what 
remains but re-situates it within new systems of spatial relations that 
represent shared values. In this sense, the project does not take 
the form of an act of superimposition upon the existing but proves 
to be a practice of critical interpretation of duration, capable 
of transforming urban memory into an active resource for the 
construction of the city of the future.
The choice of Naples as the venue for the conference has lent 
further significance to these reflections. Few European cities, in 
fact, demonstrate with equal clarity the depth of the stratifications 
that characterise the relationship between urban form and 
history. From the Greek-Roman city to the processes of modern 
and contemporary expansion, Naples offers an emblematic 
example of how the traces of the past continue to operate within 
current urban configurations, influencing their spatial organisation, 
settlement dynamics and possibilities for transformation. In this 
sense, the city represented not only the physical venue of the 

conference, but also a significant cultural reference.
The response from the academic community has been particularly 
significant. The proceedings bring together 182 papers, organised 
into the conference’s three main thematic areas – Theory, 
Reading and Design – and their respective sub-sections, offering 
a comprehensive overview of the current state of research on 
urban form and the relationships between urban archaeology, 
morphology and design. The conference also confirmed the 
international dimension of the academic community associated 
with ISUF. Although the event was organised as part of ISUFItaly’s 
activities, alongside the participation of scholars from numerous 
Italian universities, the volume brings together contributions 
developed within European and non-European contexts, 
demonstrating the network’s ability to connect different research 
experiences, cultural traditions and geographical contexts 
around a shared reflection on urban form.
We entrust these Proceedings to the academic community in the 
hope that the reflections gathered here may help to stimulate 
further research into the morphological value of urban traces and 
their role in urban renewal processes. At a time in history when 
the pressure for change appears ever more intense, recognising 
and interpreting the forms of permanence represents not merely 
an exercise in knowledge, but an essential condition for building 
transformations capable of combining memory, identity and a 
responsible vision of the future.

The Conference Chairs
Giuseppe Strappa 
Renato Capozzi
Federica Visconti
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Urban Archaeology and Design
In recent years, the relationship between urban archaeology, 
urban morphology and contemporary design has returned to the 
center of international architectural debate. At a stage where 
the project mainly engages with the existing city – with its layered 
structures, permanences, and discontinuities – the material 
traces of the past no longer appear merely as testimonies to 
be preserved, but as active components through which the 
transformative possibilities of the contemporary city may be 
critically interpreted.
It is within this framework that the seventh ISUFItaly Conference, 
City Renewal and Urban Archaeology. The Morphological Value 
of City Traces, takes place, focusing on the morphological value 
of urban traces and on the role that archaeology and design 
may assume within processes of urban renewal. The proceedings 
collect contributions from different disciplinary, geographical, 
and cultural fields, united by a shared attempt to interpret the 
city as a complex organism shaped by permanences, fractures, 
superimpositions, and rewritings.
As Aldo Rossi wrote, “the city is in its history”, and its form coincides 
with the sedimentation of urban facts capable of traversing 
time and constructing permanences within transformation. 
From this perspective, archaeological traces are not merely 
residual materials belonging to concluded historical epochs, 
but elements capable of orienting new interpretations of urban 
structure, revealing deep continuities between the ancient and 
the contemporary city.
In this sense, the reference to urban archaeology takes on a 
central meaning. Not as a practice aimed at the enhancement 
of the individual artifact or of one historical phase prevailing over 
another, but as a design-oriented gaze directed toward the urban 
phenomenon as a whole, understood through the continuity of 
its transformations and stratifications. The city is thus interpreted 
as a processual organism, in which different temporalities coexist 
within a single evolutionary process, making archaeology not a 
separate field, but a structural component of reflection on the 
design of the existing city.
Many of the contributions included in the volume emphasize 
on the layered and processual nature of the city, on the 
dialectic between void and built form, between surfacing 
and concealment, between fragment and urban order. What 
emerges are readings that interpret ruins, substructures, historical 
infrastructures, ancient traces, and typological permanences 
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relational reality, in which architectural and urban design are 
called upon to engage not with not isolated objects, but with 
complex systems of permanences and transformations. Urban 
archaeology is thus removed both from a purely specialist 
dimension, confined to archaeological expertise alone, and from 
an exclusively technical one, to be relocated within a broader 
reflection on the social and spatial meaning of design.
As Vittorio Gregotti recalled, conservation without design risks 
becoming a form of immobilization of reality; on the contrary, 
design may restore an operative dimension to archaeological 
traces by reinserting them into the living processes of the city. 
What emerges is therefore an idea of design as an interpretative 
and processual practice, capable of operating through 
relationships between different times, between surfaces and 
subsoil conditions, between memory and contemporary use, 
between lost fragments and new forms of urban continuity.
In this sense, urban archaeology is not interpreted as a practice 
aimed at the simple conservation of the past, but as an integral 
part of a design reflection on the existing city, on its processes 
of transformation and on the continuities that can still be built 
between different urban temporalities and strata.

Bruna Di Palma
Francesca Coppolino
Valeria Defilippis
Salvatore Daniele Lombardi

as matrices capable of generating new spatial configurations 
and new social relationships. The archaeological city is therefore 
understood not as a specialist enclave detached from urban 
life, but as an integral part of an inhabited and continuously re-
signified environment. The archaeological issue, approached in 
terms of continuity rather than as the mere enhancement of the 
isolated fragment, may thus become an opportunity to orient 
directions of urban development capable of working through 
relationships between parts, structural permanences, and 
connections among different temporalities of the city, opposing 
logics of isolation and separation of urban materials.
Within this framework, the morphological issue takes on a central 
role. It is not simply a matter of recognizing the persistence of forms 
over time, but of understanding the processes through which 
such forms are transformed, reinterpreted, and reactivated. The 
morphological approach, recalled transversally in many of the 
studies collected in the volume, does not coincide with a static 
description of the city; rather, it constitutes an interpretative 
method capable of reading the relationships between settlement 
structure, topography, use, temporality, and transformation. 
Urban morphology thus becomes both a critical and a design 
tool: it allows latent continuities, resistant geometries, structural 
permanences, and evolutionary possibilities within historical and 
contemporary fabrics to be identified.
Research developed within the Italian typomorphological school 
has shown, in this regard, how the city may be interpreted as an 
organism in continuous transformation, within which typological 
processes do not constitute static elements but structures capable 
of adaptation, mutation, and permanence. Urban form therefore 
appears as the outcome of multiple and overlapping layers, in 
which erosion and deposition, continuity and fracture, absence 
and recomposition coexist within the same transformative dynamic.
The contemporary city thus emerges as a complex morphological 
structure in which different temporalities coexist in conditions of 
reciprocal interference. Michel Foucault recalled how history 
does not proceed through linear sequences, but through “series 
of discontinuous depths”, while Michel Serres described time as a 
“lacunary and sporadic” matter, composed of returns, suspensions, 
and accelerations. Urban traces therefore do not appear as fixed 
or completed elements, but as unstable materials continuously 
exposed to processes of transformation, reuse, and re-signification.
Many of the contributions in the volume move precisely within 
this tension: between memory and design, permanence and 
mutation, continuity and discontinuity. The notion of the “trace” 
is continuously redefined: no longer a simple material residue, but 
an ordering principle, a latent figure, an invisible infrastructure, 
threshold, margin, urban void. In some cases, the trace guides 
processes of urban recomposition; in others, it acts as an element 
of resistance or as an opportunity to redefine the relationship 
between the consolidated city, landscape, and public space.
Through this plurality of positions, the proceedings convey an 
image of the contemporary city as an intrinsically stratified and 
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City Renewal and Urban Archaeology
The Morphological Value of City Traces
ISUFitaly, International Seminar on Urban Form, Italian Network, 
organizes its seventh Conference in Naples on 19-21 February 2026.
The theme of the conference is “City Renewal and Urban 
Archaeology. The Morphological Value of City Traces”. Following 
the previous ISUFitaly conferences themes, dealing mainly 
with the relationships between urban morphology, history and 
architectural design, the seventh Conference aims to pose the 
problem of the relationship between the emergence of urban 
archaeological traces and the often conspicuous morphological 
value that this formal legacy can potentially generate through 
urban design as tool to establish links between contemporary city 
and artefacts from the past: through the creation of large-scale 
urban archaeological parks or the construction of archaeological 
roofs; through establishing unprecedented relationship with 
infrastructures related to underground level different form those 
of the city ‘in surface’.
The theme of urban continuity/discontinuity in the contemporary 
city and the role of urban architecture as a necessary 
intermediary, or condition of possibilities, between the historical 
city, the public space and possible congruent transformations in 
the contemporary age, are thus re-proposed.

The Conference Chairs
Giuseppe Strappa
Renato Capozzi
Federica Visconti

Call and organization
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of walkways changes its composition, replicating a division into bands similar to that of the 
façade. At ground level, access is gained to a square courtyard inscribed within the icosahe-
dral form of the gasometer. This large covered square, due to its central position and cha-
racter, can host a wide range of collective uses related to document conservation and study, 
as well as performances and public events. The next tier follows the perimeter of the volume; 
the third tier, which includes study rooms and spaces for conferences and seminars, returns to 
the square plan of the ground-level plaza but features rotated floor slabs to allow views of acti-
vities below. The final tier reaffirms the gasometer’s perimeter, creating a sort of large theater 
overlooking the space beneath. From the new steel levels, free of decorative indulgence and 
recalling the industrial constructions of the area, access is provided to the external walkways 
of the original gasometer structure, offering views of the surrounding landscape: a re-designed 
nature that seeks to bring to light ancient and classical paths through the reintroduction of 
traditional Ligurian landscape construction methods.
The project also includes the existing linear building facing the street and an ancient ruin along 
the hillside slope. The former, restored and internally reorganized, is intended for office use; the 
latter, also restored, is designed to house local cultural associations.
The main vehicular and pedestrian entrance is located along Via F. M. Perrone; opposite it, 
a double ramp ascends toward the hillside, connecting the new book repository with the sur-
rounding territory. This area is reshaped through the reopening of existing or newly created 
“crêuze” (traditional paths) and through new cultivations that partially replace the current un-
cultivated woodland, in order to recover an ancient agricultural tradition (vegetable gardens 
and fruit trees) while also integrating a new green system for public leisure.

Trasta Rail Yard Area (Former Squadra Rialzo)
Also on the right bank of the Polcevera, further north, lies the extensive area of the former Trasta 
Rail Yard, an important hub for the maintenance of Ligurian railway systems. This vast flat area, 
originally owned by Ansaldo, was expropriated by the railways around the 1940s and remai-
ned active until 2006. Unlike Campi, this site consists of a broad plain backed by a gentle hilly 
landscape. Here too, the project engages with both the territorial and architectural history of 
the site.
The project’s premises do not differ strategically from those of Campi; what changes is the 
compositional approach, which must address a much larger space and a different topo-
graphy. While the Campi project intervenes directly on an existing structure – proposing its re-
storation and internal reconfiguration without altering its character – and on a natural territory 
whose original features are brought back to light, at Trasta the proposal becomes a true urban 
project: a new settlement aiming to recover certain earlier settlement principles that are no 
longer easily recognizable. The study of historical maps, particularly the survey by Ignazio Porro 
in the Carta Generale di Difesa di Genova. Rilevata e Disegnata durante gli Anni 1835, 36, 37, 
386 and R.A.F. aerial photographs from the 1940s, made it possible to reconstruct the ancient 
layout of the territory, marked by the presence of the stream before its course was altered for 
the Genoa–Turin railway. It is precisely the ancient bend of the Polcevera, still partially legible in 
the site’s topography and in the alignment of now-removed tracks, that is reinterpreted in the 
project to define the large “culture” square, onto which face the new library with book reposi-
tory, a cultural center, and the headquarters of various associations.
The project redefines the area through a settlement system in which spaces for collective life 
relate to those of private life. Adjacent to the book plaza is a residential sector comprising stu-
dent housing, terraced houses with gardens, and service spaces (a kindergarten), arranged 
in linear blocks perpendicular to the stream. Each house faces a tree-lined street providing 
access. In this way, a recognizable and shared urban structure is reintroduced, intended to be 

Figure 5. Campi Area: View of the gasometer in its new landscape setting.

Figure 6. Trasta Area:  View of the Polcevera riverfront.
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inhabited by a social mix of families, individuals, and elderly residents. The housing layout revol-
ves around the void left by the demolition of the three former rail yard sheds (Squadra Rialzo). 
This void, defining the scale of the intervention, is populated by a regular planting of plane 
trees (a recurring species in urban expansions), aligned along the walls of the former industrial 
structures.
From the residential sector, one can seamlessly enter the large culture square, whose cha-
racter is defined by the relationship between buildings of different functions and roles and the 
open space they face. The large void also takes on a precise form: that of a holm oak grove, 
typical of surrounding hillsides, whose layout recalls the memory of the old tracks.
Here too, the book repository is conceived as a great theater, with the stage defined by rows 
of shelving (again conceived as open-access storage) arranged on walkways overlooking 
full-height spaces. The building is composed of several parts: a slightly curved, porticoed linear 
block 15 m high facing the square, and four lower blocks (10 m high) arranged radially and 
perpendicular to the main body. These buildings are designed to accommodate the required 
book volumes while also serving as places for study and research. As in Campi, the four buil-
dings house collections corresponding to the four macro scientific-disciplinary areas: health, 
humanities, science and technology, and social sciences.
The urban composition also includes two additional buildings related to the library: a thre-
e-story linear building aligned with the residential system, with multifunctional and student hou-
sing uses; collective service spaces at ground level; study and research areas on the first floor; 
and residences for researchers and students on the top floor. A third square-plan volume, con-
taining a meeting and conference hall as well as offices and administrative spaces, completes 
the composition of the square, establishing a physical relationship with the existing Municipio 
V-Valpolcevera (former Villa Ghersi Carrega) on the left bank of the stream, connected via a 
new pedestrian bridge. Another bridge, replacing the existing one, reconnects the two banks 
of the Polcevera, retracing the path of the ancient road leading to the San Francesco alla 
Chiappetta complex, whose historic presence is still legible today. The composition is com-
pleted by a sports facility (indoor and outdoor spaces) equipped with playing fields, small 
gyms, and changing rooms. Along Via Polonio, in addition to restoring the industrial buildings 
protected by the heritage authority since 2014, an additional gateway building to the new 
residential complex is introduced, aligned with Municipio V on the opposite bank. Along this 
important axis, cycle and pedestrian paths are proposed, along with the planting of a double 
row of plane trees.

Conclusions
Through two projects applied to two neighboring sites, characterized by a shared geographi-
cal context expressed in different ways and by former industrial settlements now decommis-
sioned, this contribution highlights an operational approach rooted in the desire to bring back 
to light traces of a more or less recent past that has disappeared and is no longer legible, yet 
still demands engagement. In this process, design becomes the tool through which to critically 
choose which elements to preserve and which to leave in the background. In this sense, the 
“rehabilitation”7 of the Campi gasometer can be read as a possible intervention on a disused 
industrial structure still in relatively good condition, whose role in defining the character of a 
specific place is positively assessed. The case of Trasta is different: the nature of the site and the 
loss of many of its defining elements compel the project to engage with broader geographical 
transformations and with a much larger built context (the opposite bank of the Polcevera), 
identifying principles useful for shaping the new settlement. 

The desire to recover the richness of the ancient landscape that once formed the backdrop 
to both sites unites the two projects, demonstrating how the same operational methods can 
adapt to even subtle morphological differences. Traces of urban and territorial archaeology, 
pre-existing elements, whether physical or immaterial, become fundamental data for gene-
rating responses capable of recognizing and making manifest the richness and meaning of 
place. In other words, we believe that the memory of the territories in which we operate – tan-
gible or otherwise – must be an active part of the complex transformation process that we, as 
architects, are called upon to implement.
Finally, the choice of alternative sites to that indicated by the Call for Projects stems from the 
conviction that, as conscious actors, we must practice our profession within a framework of 
civic coherence: «Against the imperialism of imposed and poorly absorbed ideologies; against 
the anodyne cosmopolitanism of recent academic varnishes, more harmful than old molds; 
against the chauvinism of nostalgic or reactionary revolutionaries; against demagogic folklo-
rism. We stand for a truly international language, built on mutual understanding, in which 
everyone can contribute with their inner freedom and with the cultural input characteristic of 
the region in which they operate»8.

Figure 7. Trasta Area:  View of the new residential development.
Figure 8. Trasta Area: Bird’s-eye view.
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Notes
1https://archeologiaindustriale.net/6182_il-gasometro-di-campi-genova-un-bene-del-no-
stro-patrimonio-industriale-da-salvare, accessed January 2026.
2 The design team that participated in the Call for Projects was composed as follows: Francesco 

Saverio Fera e Martina Landsberger, Carla Tisselli, Giulia Flamigni, Carlotta Piraccini as 
tutors; Enrico Grigato, Nicole Perin, Priscilla Salzarulo, Daniel Tiju, Francesco Tonelli for 
the Campi area; Luigi Casali, Davide Cavalieri, Joshua Flenghi, Lucia Mantovani, Davi-
de Ricco for the Trasta area.

3 As an example, it is worth recalling that on May 7th 2013 the container ship Jolly Nero, ope-
rated by the Genoa-based shipping company Ignazio Messina & C., struck the Pilots’ 
Tower with its stern while maneuvering out of the Port of Genoa, causing the deaths of 
nine people and injuring four others.

4 Ministero della Cultura, Decreto di vincolo n. 39, 8/04/2021, Relazione storica.
5 Ministero della Cultura, Decreto di vincolo, Ibid.
6 Cfr. Fara A (1986), La carta di Ignazio Porro. Cartografia per l’architettura militare nella Geno-

va della prima metà dell’Ottocento. Ufficio Storico - SME, Rome.
7 This refers to the work of Giorgio Grassi, who introduces the word “rehabilitation” in connection, 

for example, with the project for the Roman theaters of Brescia and Sagunto. Grassi’s 
goal is to emphasize the building’s restoration and its adaptation to reflect its role and 
character, without emphasizing its functional aspect.

8 Rogers EN (Dec. 1953-Jan. 1954), Continuità. Casabella-continuità, 199, 3.

Figure 10. Trasta Area:  View of the new library square.
Figure 11. Trasta Area: View of the terraced houses.

Figure 9. Trasta Area: Site plan.


