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t/wSE B AEZER - “BEAMTNELF (FRERE) SAKSE
20100 Bk 2023

Above: Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent melodies - The Barber of Seville” (Front and
reverse of the artwork), ink on paper, 20X100cm, 2023
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Below Right: Deed of donation of the artwork “Writing Music - Silent Melodies:
The Barber of Seville”
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The Donation of the Artwork
“Writing Music - Silent Melodies: The Barber
of Seville”

By Adriana lezzi

Following the success of the exhibition and as a sign of fruitful
collaboration between the artist and the museum and between
China and Italy, on November 23, 2023 Luo Qi donated his
work entitled “Writing Music - Silent Melodies: The Barber of
Seville” to the International Museum and Library of Music in
Bologna. Since then, the work has been part of the collection
of the museum and it has been shown in the permanent display
of the museum: it has been placed in the same showcase of
“The Barber of Seville” manuscript in Room 7, next to the
original autographed manuscript, so as to create a very strong
musical dialogue between East and West.

A detailed description of the work follows:

TITLE: “Writing Music — Silent Melodies: The Barber of
Seville”

ORIGINAL TITLE: "S55 » Jois i » “ ZE4E R R ELA T
AUTHOR: Luo Qi #%5% (Hangzhou, 1960)

MATERIALS: ink on paper
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DIMENSIONS: 20x100cm

FORMAT: folding book of 10 pages (the width of each page
is 10 cm)

YEAR: 2023

ESTIMATED VALUE: 6000 Euros

In this work, taking inspiration from the musical arias of “The
Barber of Seville”, the artist translates these melodies into
a concatenation of calligraphic signs inspired by the most
ancient Chinese musical notation system, the “Dunhuang
Musical Notation System” (Dunhuang qupu/Dunhuang
yuepu HJE M/ #OME AR 1% ), made up of ancient symbols/
simple characters. Reworking it according to his personal and
original interpretation, he transforms the opera’s music into
a “visual and visible score,” strongly rhythmic and dynamic,
with an inextricably calligraphic texture, as the other works of
the series “Writing Music — Silent Melodies” (2018-2023) it
belongs to.

On the front of the work, the musical symbols are transcribed
one below the other from right to left, to form columns (31
in total), exactly as if they were traditional characters within
a written text. The text is entirely written in black ink. To the
right and left of the transcription there are three red seals of the
artist — one on the right and two on the left, which represent the
signature of the artist himself. Finally, on the left end, there is
the colophon of the work with the indication of the year and
month of execution “Er ling er san jiu yue — O =, JLH”
(October 2023), followed by the name of the artist Luo Qi #7557,
and the place of creation “Lisiben H.1i4<  (Lisbon).
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Luo Qi’s artwork “Writing Music- Silent Melodies - The Barber of Seville”
displayed next to the Rossini’s manuscript of “The Barber of Seville”, Room 7
of the International Museum and Library of Music, Bologna

On the back of the work there are the Chinese characters
“Saiweiliya de lifashi & 4t F| 1. ¥ B & Jii ”, the Chinese
translation of “The Barber of Seville”, written using oracle
bone script (jiaguwen). A different character is transcribed on
each sheet. The reading direction is from right to left. On the
last sheet, next to the last character, the colophon is reported
again in two vertical columns that are read from top to bottom
and from right to left: in the first column the artist writes
“Luoxini de zuopin %74 Jé ¥ /E i ” (Work by Rossini), while
in the second column, he transcribes the name of the author
“Luo Qi #%5% 7, the year of execution of the work “Er ling er
san O =" (2023) and the place of creation “Lisiben H.1
A (Lisbon).
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On the hard cover, in the golden rectangle, there is a calligraphic
inscription in two columns: in the first column on the right, there
are the characters “Luoxini %' P4 Jé ” (Rossini) at the top, and
“Luo Qi shu % 5% 15 ” (Calligraphy by Luo Qi) at the bottom,
while in the second column “Saiweiliya de lifashi %& 4 F| W [f)
)il > (The Barber of Seville) and “Er ling er san —O ="
(2023), the year of execution of the work.

To write the two colophons and the heading in the golden
rectangle, the artist uses an entirely personal style that stems
from the reworking of two distinct calligraphic forms: the
“running script” (xingshu) and a particular form of “official
script” (lishu) used in the Han era (206 BC - 220 AD).
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Room 7 of the International Museum and Library of Music in Bologna
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