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Abstract Processes with τ -leptons in the final state are
important for Standard Model measurements and searches
for physics beyond the Standard Model. The ATLAS exper-
iment at the Large Hadron Collider observes τ -leptons pro-
duced in proton–proton collisions only through their decay
products. Data analyses involving hadronically decaying
τ -leptons face challenges due to backgrounds from jets
misidentified as τ -leptons that are not modelled reliably by
Monte Carlo simulations. Data-driven methods such as the
fake-factor method allow such misidentified backgrounds to
be predicted by measuring transfer factors, known as fake
factors, in data from dedicated regions. This paper describes
a refined technique for determining the fake factors, the Uni-
versal Fake Factor method. It evaluates the fake factors for
a signal region by using fake factors from samples enriched
in different sources of jets misidentified as τ -leptons (light-
quark, gluon, b-quark, and pile-up jets). Each fake factor is
calculated as a linear combination of fake factors measured
in these different enriched samples. For the full Run 2 data
set, the systematic uncertainty of the calculated fake factors,
evaluated using W (μν) enriched event sample, ranges from
15 to 35% depending on the τ -lepton’s transverse momentum
and charged-particle decay multiplicity.
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1 Introduction

Due to their short lifetime, τ -leptons produced in proton–
proton (pp) collisions at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC)
can be observed in the ATLAS detector only in the form
of their decay products. The τ -lepton decays either leptoni-
cally (τlep) or hadronically (τhad), with corresponding branch-
ing fractions of 35% and 65%. Because neutrinos are not
detected, only hadrons can be reconstructed as visible τhad

decay products (τhad-vis). In analyses with τhad-vis in the final
state, jets misidentified as τhad-vis (fakes) constitute a size-
able source of background. Monte Carlo (MC) generators
cannot properly model the ‘fake’ background because such
modelling requires detailed simulation of soft jet properties
and the detector’s response to hadrons. It is also challeng-
ing to generate enough events with misreconstructed τhad-vis

from various sources to match the integrated luminosity of the
data. Data-driven methods are therefore preferred. This paper
describes and generalizes the fake-factor (FF) method [1] that
has been applied successfully in many ATLAS and CMS
analyses [2–15]. The FF method has also been used to esti-
mate the background due to jets misidentified as electrons or
muons [16].

The FF method estimates the fake background by mea-
suring the transfer factors that allow the background in a
signal region (SR) to be predicted by using data from a ded-
icated control region (CR). In this paper, the only difference
between the SR and the CR is a single selection criterion:
the τhad-vis identification (ID), as described in Sect. 4, which
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is inverted in the CR definition. Due to this similarity, the
CR is treated as part of the SR and referred to as the antiID
subregion of the SR. Its complement, where the τhad-vis ID
requirement is satisfied, is called the ID subregion of the SR.
The transfer factors used to estimate the fake background are
referred to as fake factors and are determined in dedicated
regions, referred to as Determination Regions (DRs) in this
paper.

In general, several types of jets are sources of fake τhad-vis.
Four main sources of fake τhad-vis are considered: jets orig-
inating from a b-quark (b), any lighter quark flavour (q), a
gluon (g), or pile-up (p fakes), i.e. multiple pp interactions
in the same and neighbouring bunch crossings. Jets originat-
ing from a c-quark are not treated as a separate category, as
they are expected to form a small fraction of the total fakes
in typical physics analyses. For example, the fraction of c-
quark originated fake τhad-vis is below 15% in all regions
presented in this paper. The selected types of jets have differ-
ent properties, and therefore they have different probabilities
to be misidentified as a τhad-vis. The FF is different for each
fake type, but generally it is not possible to measure the FF
for each fake type separately because every region of phase
space contains a mixture of different types. An ideal DR for
the FF measurement would contain a sample of fakes with
the same q/g/b/p composition as in the SR, which is difficult
to achieve. A solution to this problem is the Universal Fake
Factor (UFF) method described in this paper. This method
proposes that the FF for a particular SR can be obtained by
knowing the fractions of q/g/b/p fakes in the antiID sub-
region of the SR and using the FFs measured in samples
enriched in each type of fake (q/g/b/p). The combined FF
suitable for the SR is estimated as a linear combination of four
FFs measured in the four fake-enriched regions. The combi-
nation coefficients are determined using a template fit. The
dominant systematic uncertainty comes from differences in
the FFs for different fake types, and it is estimated using MC
simulation. The UFF method has one more advantage over
more common ATLAS implementations of the FF method.
The latter typically require many CRs or DRs, and an exhaus-
tive validation of the predictions is often not possible. The
UFF method does not require the analysis to define dedicated
DRs to measure the FFs, as it defines its own fake-enriched
regions for the FF measurement. Instead, regions that the
analysis would define to measure the FFs can be used to
validate the UFF-based fake-background prediction.

Preliminary versions of the UFF method were success-
fully used for fake-background estimation in three published
ATLAS analyses. One searches for charged Higgs bosons
in the τhad + jets and τhad + lepton final states [17], and the
second for dark matter produced in association with a Higgs
boson decaying into τ -leptons [18]. The third result measures
the high-mass τ+τ− production cross-section [19]. The CMS

Collaboration has also developed and successfully applied a
similar method [20–24].

The present version of the UFF method does not consider
electrons, muons or photons misidentified as τhad-vis. These
objects typically generate less background compared to the
misidentified jets.

This paper is organized as follows. The ATLAS detector
is described in Sect. 2. Section 3 introduces the data sets
used in the present publication. Details of the reconstruction
and identification of physical objects are provided in Sect. 4.
After a summary of the FF method in Sect. 5, the UFF method
is described in Sect. 6. The UFF method is tested in Sect. 7,
its applicability and limitations are discussed in Sect. 8, and
the conclusions are provided in Sect. 9.

2 ATLAS detector

The ATLAS detector [25] at the LHC covers nearly the entire
solid angle around the collision point.1 It consists of an
inner tracking detector surrounded by a thin superconducting
solenoid, electromagnetic and hadronic calorimeters, and a
muon spectrometer incorporating three large superconduct-
ing air-core toroidal magnets.

The inner-detector system is immersed in a 2 T axial mag-
netic field and provides charged-particle tracking in the range
|η| < 2.5. The high-granularity silicon pixel detector covers
the vertex region and typically provides four measurements
per track, the first hit generally being in the insertable B-layer
installed before Run 2 [26,27]. It is followed by the silicon
microstrip detector, which usually provides eight measure-
ments per track. These silicon detectors are complemented
by the transition radiation tracker (TRT), which enables radi-
ally extended track reconstruction up to |η| = 2.0. The TRT
also provides electron identification information based on the
fraction of hits (typically 30 in total) above a higher energy-
deposit threshold corresponding to transition radiation.

The calorimeter system covers the pseudorapidity range
|η| < 4.9. Within the region |η| < 3.2, electromag-
netic calorimetry is provided by barrel and endcap high-
granularity lead/liquid-argon (LAr) calorimeters, with an
additional thin LAr presampler covering |η| < 1.8 to cor-
rect for energy loss in material upstream of the calorimeters.

1 ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the
nominal interaction point (IP) in the centre of the detector and the z-
axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the centre of
the LHC ring, and the y-axis points upwards. Polar coordinates (r, φ)

are used in the transverse plane, φ being the azimuthal angle around
the z-axis. The pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle θ

as η = − ln tan(θ/2) and is equal to the rapidity y = (1/2) ln[(E +
pz)/(E − pz)] in the relativistic limit. Angular distance is measured
in units of �R ≡ √

(�y)2 + (�φ)2. Transverse momentum, pT, is the
magnitude of the momentum component in the transverse plane.
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Hadronic calorimetry is provided by the steel/scintillator-
tile calorimeter, segmented into three barrel structures within
|η| < 1.7, and two copper/LAr hadronic endcap calorime-
ters. The solid angle coverage is completed with forward
copper/LAr and tungsten/LAr calorimeter modules opti-
mized for electromagnetic and hadronic energy measure-
ments respectively.

The muon spectrometer (MS) comprises separate trigger
and high-precision tracking chambers measuring the deflec-
tion of muons in a magnetic field generated by the super-
conducting air-core toroidal magnets. The field integral of
the toroids ranges between 2.0 and 6.0 Tm across most of
the detector. Three layers of precision chambers, each con-
sisting of layers of monitored drift tubes, cover the region
|η| < 2.7, complemented by cathode-strip chambers in the
forward region, where the background is highest. The muon
trigger system covers the range |η| < 2.4 with resistive-plate
chambers in the barrel, and thin-gap chambers in the endcap
regions.

The luminosity is measured mainly by the LUCID-2 [28]
detector, which records Cherenkov light produced in the
quartz windows of photomultipliers located close to the
beampipe, complemented by measurements using the inner
detector and calorimeters. Events are selected by the first-
level (L1) trigger system implemented in custom hardware,
followed by selections made by algorithms implemented in
software in the high-level trigger [29]. The L1 trigger accepts
events from the 40 MHz bunch crossings at a rate close to
100 kHz, which the high-level trigger further reduces in order
to record complete events to disk at about 1.25 kHz. A soft-
ware suite [30] is used in data simulation, in the reconstruc-
tion and analysis of data and simulated events, in detector
operations, and in the trigger and data acquisition systems of
the experiment.

3 Data and Monte Carlo samples

The present analysis uses data that the ATLAS experiment
collected under stable-beam conditions in 2015–2018 at a
pp centre-of-mass collision energy of

√
s = 13 TeV. After

imposing data quality requirements to ensure that the ATLAS
detector was operating normally [31], the integrated luminos-
ity of the data sample is 140.1 ± 1.2 fb−1 [32].

The analysis uses two sets of MC samples called ‘Default’
and ‘Powheg’ in the following. Both of them include simu-
lated events from t t̄ , single top, and t t̄V (where V = W, Z )
production (collectively called ‘Top’), quantum chromody-
namics (QCD) and electroweak (EW) vector-boson produc-
tion in association with jets (V + jets), pair production of
vector bosons (VV ), and dijet production. The Default set
consists of the following MC samples. The V + jets events
were generated with Sherpa2.2.1 [33]. The t t̄ and single-top

events were generated with PowhegBoxv2 [34–37] inter-
faced to Pythia8.230 [38], while the t t̄V events were mod-
elled with MadGraph5_aMC@NLO2.3.3 [39] interfaced
to Pythia8.210. Sherpa2.2.1 and Sherpa2.2.2 were used
to generate the VV events. The dijet events were gener-
ated using Pythia8.230. The Powheg set differs from the
Default set in two respects: QCD V + jets events in the
Powheg set were generated with PowhegBoxv1 [35–37,40]
interfaced to Pythia8.186, and dijet events were generated
with PowhegBoxv2 interfaced to Pythia8.245. While the
Default set provides more accurate modelling of final states
with multiple jets, the Powheg set is used to estimate sys-
tematic uncertainties. Table 1 lists all the MC generators, the
versions of parton distribution function (PDF) sets used in
matrix element (ME) and parton shower (PS) computations,
the set of tuned parameters (‘tune’) used for the underlying
event, and the order in the strong coupling constant αs to
which the MEs and cross-sections are calculated.

MC simulation is used to model both τ -lepton production
and the production of fake τhad-vis. Each generated event is
passed through a detailed simulation of the ATLAS detector’s
response to particles [43], based on Geant4 [44]. The effect
of pile-up was modelled by overlaying the simulated hard-
scattering event with inelastic pp scattering events generated
using Pythia8.186 [45] with the NNPDF2.3lo PDF set [46]
and the A3 tune [47]. Simulated events are reweighted to
match the pile-up conditions observed in the data.

4 Event reconstruction

In the data sample used for the present analysis, the num-
ber of pp collisions occurring simultaneously in a bunch
crossing varies from about 20 to 70. The locations of indi-
vidual pp collisions are called vertices, and each of them
is reconstructed from the intersection of at least two tracks
with pT > 500 MeV. Additional requirements on the tracks
guarantee that they originate from a region where the beams
overlap in the transverse plane. The primary vertex is defined
as the vertex with the largest sum of squared pT of its matched
tracks [48]. The present analysis considers events with elec-
trons, muons, photons, τhad-vis, jets and b-jets in the final
state.

Electron candidates consist of a track matched to a clus-
ter of energy deposited in the electromagnetic calorime-
ter [49,50]. Selection criteria for the track impact parame-
ters are imposed to guarantee that the track originates from
the primary vertex. The transverse and longitudinal impact
parameters, denoted by d0 and z0, are required to satisfy
d0/σ(d0) < 5 and |z0 sin θ | < 5 mm, where σ(d0) is
the uncertainty in d0 and θ is the track’s polar angle. The
pseudorapidity of the calorimeter energy cluster must sat-
isfy |ηcluster| < 1.37 or 1.52 < |ηcluster| < 2.47. The elec-
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Table 1 List of MC generators, their settings, and the αs-order of the cross-section (XS) calculation. MG5 v2.3.3 stands for Mad-

Graph5_aMC@NLO2.3.3. The Sherpa, A14 and AZNLO underlying event (UE) tunes are described in Refs. [33,41,42], respectively

Process Generator PDF set UE tune ME order XS order

ME PS ME PS

V + jets QCD Sherpa2.2.1 NNPDF3.0nnlo Sherpa NLO/LO NNLO

V + jets EW Sherpa2.2.1 NNPDF3.0nnlo Sherpa LO LO

t t̄ PowhegBoxv2 Pythia8.230 NNPDF3.0nlo NNPDF2.3lo A14 NLO NNLO

Single top PowhegBoxv2 Pythia8.230 NNPDF3.0nlo NNPDF2.3lo A14 NLO NLO

t t̄V MG5 v2.3.3 Pythia8.210 NNPDF3.0nlo NNPDF2.3lo A14 NLO NLO

VV Sherpa2.2.1, 2.2.2 NNPDF3.0nnlo Sherpa NLO/LO NNLO

Dijet Pythia8.230 NNPDF2.3lo NNPDF2.3lo A14 LO LO

V + jets QCD PowhegBoxv1 Pythia8.186 CT10nlo CTEQ6L1 AZNLO NLO NLO

Dijet PowhegBoxv2 Pythia8.245 CT18nnlo NNPDF2.3lo A14 NLO NLO

tron candidates are required to have pT > 15 GeV and sat-
isfy the Loose ID selection criterion described in Ref. [51].
The Loose ID selection efficiency is greater than 88% for
all considered electron candidates. A multivariate algorithm
further suppresses non-isolated electrons arising from b-
hadron decays [52]. The selection efficiency of the isolation
criterion is greater than 70% for electron candidates with
pT > 20 GeV.

Photon candidates are reconstructed from energy clus-
ters in the electromagnetic calorimeter similarly to elec-
trons [49,50]. Both converted (matched to a conversion
vertex) and unconverted (not matched to an electron track
or a conversion vertex) photons are considered. All pho-
ton candidates are required to have pT > 15 GeV. The
identification criterion used in the present study is the
Tight selection [49,51]. Its selection efficiency is greater
than 92% (96%) for unconverted (converted) photons with
pT > 140 GeV. The Tight isolation requirement defined in
Ref. [53] is also used. The selection efficiency of this criterion
is greater than 80% for photons with pT > 140 GeV.

Muon candidates consist of a track reconstructed in the
inner detector matched to a track found in the muon spectrom-
eter. Information about the two tracks is combined to mea-
sure the muon momentum more precisely [54]. The resulting
track is then required to satisfy the same criteria for the impact
parameters as electron tracks. Finally, muon candidates are
selected if they have pT > 7 GeV, |η| < 2.5 and satisfy
the Loose ID criterion described in Ref. [55]. The selection
efficiency of the ID criterion is greater than 96% for all con-
sidered muon candidates. Muons are also required to satisfy
isolation criteria similar to those for electrons. The selection
efficiency of the isolation requirement is greater than 80%
for muon candidates with pT > 20 GeV.

Jets are reconstructed from constituents built accord-
ing to the particle-flow algorithm, which exploits both
tracks and calorimeter energy clusters [56]. The particle-
flow objects are passed to the anti-kt algorithm [57,58] with

a radius parameter of R = 0.4 to form jets via a four-
momentum recombination scheme. Jet energy is calibrated
to the hadronic scale with the effect of pile-up removed [59].
In-situ jet calibration is based on measurements of Z + jets,
γ + jets and multijet events. Jets are required to have pT >

20 GeV and rapidity |y| < 4.5.
A multivariate b-tagging algorithm named DL1r [60] is

used to tag jets from b-quarks. It exploits information about
the impact parameters of tracks and properties of vertices in
the jets. The algorithm tags jets with pT > 20 GeV and |η| <

2.5. A fixed 85%-efficiency working point is used, where
the efficiency is evaluated in t t̄ events from MC simulation.
The flavour-tagging efficiency for jets from b, c, and lighter
quarks is calibrated as described in Refs. [61–63].

Another multivariate algorithm, the jet-vertex tagger
(JVT) [64], is used to veto jets with pT < 60 GeV and
|η| < 2.5 if their constituent tracks are not consistent with the
primary event vertex, as indicated by a low JVT output score.
Similarly, a forward jet-vertex tagging (fJVT) algorithm [65]
vetoes such jets with pT < 60 GeV and |η| > 2.5.

The τhad-vis candidates [66–68] are seeded by jets formed
using the anti-kt algorithm with a radius parameter of
R = 0.4. Three-dimensional clusters of calorimeter energy
deposits called topo-clusters [69], calibrated using a local
hadronic calibration (LC) [70], serve as inputs to the jet
algorithm. The transverse momentum of a τhad cannot be
fully reconstructed because of an undetected neutrino. The
energy scale of the visible decay products (τhad-vis) is mea-
sured using Z(ττ ) events with one τhad-vis and one τ -lepton
decaying into a muon and neutrinos. Hadronic decay modes
belonging to five categories are reconstructed [71]: decays
with one matched track and either zero, one or more neutral
pions, and decays with three matched tracks and either zero
or more neutral pions. However, the present study groups the
five categories into two to reduce the statistical uncertainties.
The two categories consist of decays with either one or three
matched tracks, referred to as 1-prong (1p) and 3-prong (3p)
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decays respectively. Only τhad-vis with reconstructed electric
charge |q| = 1 are selected. Each τhad-vis is required to have
pT > 20 GeV, |η| < 1.37 or 1.52 < |η| < 2.5, and a score
greater than 0.01 from an ID algorithm based on recurrent
neural networks (RNN) [72]. In the present analysis, regions
of phase space are often split into two parts according to the
τhad-vis ID score. The score value corresponding to the Loose
ID working point is used for this purpose. Its efficiency is
85% (75%) for 1-prong (3-prong) τhad-vis candidates regard-
less of their pT. Its rejection power is 21 (90) for 1p (3p)
τhad-vis candidates in the dijet MC simulation.

Since particles are reconstructed by independent algo-
rithms for each type of object, the same detector energy
depositions are often reconstructed as more than one type
of object. For example, a τhad-vis is almost always recon-
structed as a jet. It is necessary to remove this ambiguity and
keep only one of the overlapping objects. The procedure for
removing the redundant reconstructed objects is described in
Ref. [3]. A τhad-vis object is removed if an electron or muon
is reconstructed within an angular distance of �R < 0.2. A
jet is removed if there is a τhad-vis within �R < 0.2.

The missing transverse momentum �pmiss
T is defined as the

negative vectorial sum of transverse momenta of electrons,
muons, photons, τhad-vis, and jets. Soft particle tracks not
matched to any object are taken into account via a separate
‘soft term’ [73]. The magnitude of the �pmiss

T is denoted by
Emiss

T .
When estimating the true τ -lepton, electron or muon con-

tribution using the MC samples, each τhad-vis candidate is
required to geometrically match the generator-level τ -lepton,
electron, or muon. In this situation, jets from the hadroniza-
tion of quarks or gluons misidentified as τhad-vis are not con-
sidered. The contamination of the fake-enriched samples by
τ -leptons, electrons or muons is called real τ -lepton contam-
ination in the following.

5 The fake-factor method

Assuming a SR with exactly one τhad-vis candidate in the
final state and assuming the candidate is a fake-τhad-vis, the
number of events in the ID subregion of the SR, N fake

ID , can
be estimated as the number of events in the antiID subregion,
N fake

antiID, times a constant called a fake factor, FF:

N fake
ID = N fake

antiID × FF. (1)

The FF value can be estimated using an additional fake-
enriched DR:

FF = N fake
ID DR

N fake
antiID DR

. (2)

The DR is split into two subregions, defined by the same
selection criteria except for the τhad-vis ID; N fake

ID DR (N fake
antiID DR)

stands for the number of DR events in which the τhad-vis

passes (fails) the ID selection. The DR selection criteria are
typically very similar to the SR ones. Often, just one crite-
rion is changed, e.g. the requirement on the τhad-vis and a light
lepton charges product in analyses targeting final states with
two τ -leptons.

5.1 Details of the fake-factor method

The fake-enriched regions, the antiID subregion of the SR
and the DR, also select a certain number of events where
the reconstructed τhad-vis candidate is not a jet originating
from a QCD process. However, the FF method is defined
just for fake-τhad-vis events, and any contamination by real-
τ -leptons must be removed. The real-τ -lepton contamination
is estimated with MC simulation, by geometrically matching
τhad-vis candidates to generator-level objects as described in
Sect. 4, and then subtracted from the data event yield, so that
Eqs. (1) and (2) become:

N fake
ID =

(
N data

antiID − N real
antiID

)
× FF,

FF = N data
ID DR − N real

ID DR

N data
antiID DR − N real

antiID DR

,

where the superscripts ‘data’ and ‘real’ label the data event
yields and MC-estimated real-τ -lepton event yields, respec-
tively.

Another feature of the method is that the FF is not a con-
stant, but depends on the properties of the fakes. The present
study takes into account its dependence on pT and the num-
ber of matched tracks (‘prongness’). A parameterization as a
function of additional variables, such as η, was considered,
but discarded because there were too few events. Section 7
shows that the fakes’ η spectra are well modelled by the UFF
method’s predictions. The two-dimensional phase space is
split into bins of pT and prongness in which the FF method is
used as described above. The final fake-background estimate
for the SR is a sum of fake-background estimates coming
from the individual phase-space bins.

The above fake-background estimation algorithm is thus
easy to generalize for the case of multi-bin SRs. In each SR
bin, the estimation is performed independently and as in the
single-bin SR case.

5.2 Composition of fake-τhad-vis samples

Ideally, the DR where the FF is determined should be defined
to be as similar to the SR as possible in order to obtain fake-
τhad-vis samples with the same composition. In general, fake
τhad-vis can arise from several types of jets. Four main sources
of fakes are considered: b-quarks (b); light quarks (q); glu-
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ons, (g); and jets arising from pile-up (p). Fakes from these
sources have different properties, and therefore these four
types of jets have different probabilities of being misidenti-
fied as a τhad-vis. The FF varies among the types of fakes and,
in general, it is not possible to measure the FF for each type
of fake separately because every region of phase space con-
tains a mixture of the different types. An ideal DR for the FF
measurement would contain a sample of fakes with the same
q/g/b/p composition as in the SR, and fake-composition dif-
ferences between the DR and SR are a source of systematic
uncertainty.

5.3 Fake-factor method with two τhad-vis in the final state

The FF method can be generalized for final states containing
two τhad-vis. Often, there are two major sources of fakes, one
producing a final state with a real τhad-vis and a fake, and the
other producing two fakes in the final state. In these cases,
the dominant fake processes are typically W (τν)+ jets and
multijet production, and the FF method formula is:

N fake
2 ID =

(
N data

1 ID, 1 antiID − N real
1 ID, 1 antiID

)
× FF

−
(
N data

2 antiID − N real
2 antiID

)
× FF′

1 × FF′
2, (3)

where the event yields N have subscripts to denote ID and
antiID τhad-vis candidates, and superscripts to denote the data,
real τhad-vis, and fake samples. In general, the fake-factor sets
FF and FF′ are different from each other. FF′

1 and FF′
2 are

taken from the same fake-factor set but they can have different
values, depending on the pT and prongness of the fakes. The
subtraction of the two-fake yield in the second term of Eq. (3)
is needed to cancel out the double counting of events with
two fakes in the first term. The double counting occurs for
combinatorial reasons: events where one τhad-vis candidate
passes the ID selection and the second one fails are as likely
as events where the two τhad-vis candidates are swapped. Since
both groups provide the full estimate of the two-fake event
yield, double counting occurs.

6 The Universal Fake Factor method

The UFF method provides a prescription for estimating the
FFs suitable for the SR of an analysis. The method is a gen-
eral solution to the major drawback of the FF method dis-
cussed in Sect. 5.2. The need to find a DR with the same
q/g/b/p composition as the SR is a serious limitation of the
FF method. Rather than finding a suitable DR for each SR, the
UFF method determines the fractions of the four main fake
categories composing the antiID subregion of the SR, and
uses them to evaluate the appropriate FF. Ideally, the cate-
gories would beq, g, b, and p fakes. However, it is impossible

to find regions containing only one type of fake in order to
measure the q/g/b/p-fake components for the UFF method.
Instead, regions enriched in each type of fake are used.

6.1 Fake-enriched regions

Four selections are used to separate regions of phase space
enriched in each category of fake background. The Z(μμ)

region is enriched in q fakes, while the t t̄ region is enriched in
b fakes. Two multijet regions, called MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT,
are enriched in g and p fakes, respectively. Each region’s
definition requires the presence of exactly one τhad-vis can-
didate. The τhad-vis must pass the Tight BDT-based electron
veto, eBDT [3], to suppress electrons misidentified as τhad-vis.
Its efficiency is 75% for τhad-vis candidates passing the ID
requirement. The veto is applied only to 1p τhad-vis candi-
dates.

The Z(μμ) region consists of events with exactly two
opposite-charge muons. The muons must meet the Tight ID
criterion [54] and have pT > 15 GeV. The mass of the
dimuon system, mμμ, is required to be within the range
76−106 GeV. The events are triggered by a logical OR of
two single-muon trigger items [74,75]. One of them requires
a muon with an online-reconstructed pT > 50 GeV, while
the other one has a lower pT threshold of 26 GeV (20 GeV in
2015 data) but imposes an additional isolation requirement
on the muon candidate. The leading muon is further required
to have an offline pT > 28 GeV. Events with an electron,
photon or b-jet are vetoed. The seed jet of the τhad-vis candi-
date must have a JVT score > 0.8.

The t t̄ region is defined by the presence of one electron,
one muon and at least one b-jet. The muon has to satisfy
the Tight ID requirement and have pT > 10 GeV. The elec-
tron is required to meet the Tight LLH ID criterion and have
pT > 27 GeV. The two leptons must have opposite charges.
The events are triggered by a logical OR of three single-
electron trigger items [75,76]. Their online pT thresholds
are 26, 60 and 140 GeV (24, 60 and 120 GeV in 2015 data),
and they imposeTight,Medium andLoose (Medium,Medium
and Loose in 2015 data) online ID requirements on the elec-
tron candidate, as well as an isolation requirement on the L1
objects. A photon veto is applied. The τhad-vis candidate’s
seed jet must have a JVT score > 0.8.

Two multijet regions are defined by the presence of at
least two jets that are back-to-back in the transverse plane.
The events are triggered by a single-jet trigger [77] with an
online pT threshold of 420 GeV (360 GeV in 2015 data).
Both jets must have |η| < 3, and the leading jet’s pT is
required to exceed 450 GeV (390 GeV in 2015 data). The
back-to-back topology is ensured by requiring the two lead-
ing jets to have an azimuthal separation of at least 2.7. The
τhad-vis candidate’s pT must be less than one-fourth of the
two leading jets’ average pT to enrich the sample in g fakes.
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Table 2 Selection criteria
defining the Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT regions.
The symbols μ, e, j , γ stand for
a muon, an electron, a jet, and a
photon, respectively. Their
numerical subscripts refer to the
ordering of that type of object in
pT. The symbol q stands for the
electric charge. The azimuthal
separation of the two leading
jets is denoted by �φ( j1, j2)

Z(μμ) t t̄ MJ

Nμ = 2 Nμ = 1 Nμ = 0

Ne = 0 Ne = 1 Ne = 0

Nb-jet = 0 Nb-jet ≥ 1 Nb-jet = 0

Nγ = 0 Nγ = 0 Nγ = 0

Single-μ trigger Single-e trigger Single-jet trigger

Tight μ ID Tight LLH e ID

Tight μ ID

pμ1
T > 28 GeV peT > 27 GeV p j1

T > 450 GeV

pμ2
T > 15 GeV pμ

T > 10 GeV

|η j1 | < 3

|η j2 | < 3

qμ1qμ2 = −1 qeqμ = −1

mμμ ∈ (76, 106) GeV �φ( j1, j2) > 2.7

pτ
T <

(
p j1

T + p j2
T

)/
8

N j = 2 OR p j3
T < pτ

T

Tight τhad-vis eBDT Tight τhad-vis eBDT Tight τhad-vis eBDT

JVTτhad-vis > 0.8 JVTτhad-vis > 0.8 MJ hJVT MJ lJVT

JVTτhad-vis > 0.8 JVTτhad-vis < 0.8

For a similar reason, a third-jet veto is applied. The events are
required to have either exactly two jets or a third jet with pT

lower than the τhad-vis candidate’s pT. Events with an elec-
tron, muon, photon or b-jet are vetoed. One multijet region,
called MJ hJVT, is defined by imposing a requirement of
JVT > 0.8 on the τhad-vis candidate’s seed jet. The other
multijet region, called MJ lJVT, requires the τhad-vis candi-
date’s seed jet to have JVT < 0.8.

The purity of the target process in the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT regions is estimated using the Powheg MC sam-
ple set. In the Z(μμ) region, Z(μμ) production accounts
for more than 95% of the events, while multijet production
contributes more than 95% of the events in the MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT regions. In the t t̄ region, t t̄ production con-
stitutes over 90% of the events. The contamination from
real-τ -leptons, estimated with the Default MC sample set,
is below 10% in the Z(μμ), MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT regions,
and below 25% in the t t̄ region.

Two regions are defined to estimate the systematic uncer-
tainty of the UFF method, and to test the method. The W (μν)

region is defined by the presence of exactly one muon and one
τhad-vis, with the same electric charge. The τhad-vis candidate
must satisfy the Tight eBDT criterion and be separated from
the muon by �R(μ, τ) > 0.4 in the η−φ plane. The muon
is required to have pT > 27.3 GeV and satisfy the Medium
ID criterion. The trigger strategy is the same as in the Z(μμ)

region. Events with an electron or photon are vetoed. The
μ3 j events form a subregion of the W (μν) region. In addi-
tion to the W (μν) requirements, the μ3 j region definition

requires the presence of at least three jets, and at least one of
them must be b-tagged.

One more region, called γ lJVT, is defined to estimate
the systematic uncertainty of the UFF method and consists of
events with a photon and a τhad-vis candidate. A single-photon
trigger with an online pT threshold of 140 GeV and the Loose
ID requirement [51] is used. The photon is required to have
pT > 145 GeV. The τhad-vis candidate must satisfy the Tight
eBDT criterion, and its seed jet must have JVT < 0.8. The
distance �R(γ, τ ) must exceed 0.2. Events with an electron
or muon are vetoed.

Table 2 summarizes the selection criteria defining the
Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT regions. Figure 1 shows
the q/g/b/p fake composition of the antiID Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT, MJ lJVT, W (μν), and μ3 j subregions, with an
inclusive selection in pT and prongness. The composition is
determined with the Powheg set of MC samples. Regions
Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT are each enriched in the
type of fake they target. The γ lJVT region is not shown in
the figure because it has a limited usage in the pile-up related
systematic uncertainty estimation.

6.2 Evaluation of combined fake factors

The four fake-enriched regions, Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and
MJ lJVT, are split into pT and prongness bins. The same
is done for the antiID subregion of the SR of the analysis
employing the UFF method. In each bin, the antiID subregion
of the SR consists of four subregions. The fake population
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Fig. 1 The q/g/b/p fake composition of the antiID Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT, MJ lJVT, W (μν), and μ3 j subregions, with an inclusive
selection in pT and prongness

in each of these subregions has a composition similar to that
of a mixture of the fake populations in the antiID subregions
of the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT regions. The UFF
method estimates this mixture of subregions contributing to
the antiID subregion of the SR. This is done using a template
fit of the ATLAS q/g tagger score [78] spectra, which will
be discussed more in detail in Sect. 6.3. The combined FF
suitable for the SR in question is then calculated as a weighted
average of FFs measured in the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and
MJ lJVT regions:

FFUFF = μZ(μμ) × FFZ(μμ) + μt t̄ × FFt t̄

+μMJ hJVT × FFMJ hJVT

+μMJ lJVT × FFMJ lJVT, (4)

where the individual FFs and their weights in the com-
bination are denoted by FFX and μX , respectively, and
X = Z(μμ), t t̄, MJ hJVT, MJ lJVT. The FFs are shown in
Fig. 2. They decrease as a function of the τhad-vis candidate’s
pT because the fake rejection by the RNN algorithm improves
with increasing pT [72]. The FFs for the 1-prong fakes are
higher than for the 3-prong fakes because the RNN’s rejection
power is higher for the latter. FFs determined in the MJ lJVT
region tend to be lower than others, due to pile-up track rejec-
tion from the track matching and classification applied in the
τhad-vis reconstruction. MJ hJVT FFs are lower than Z(μμ)

FFs because there is a higher admixture of g fakes in the
MJ hJVT region, and the g fakes have lower FFs than the q
fakes, as discussed in Sect. 6.4.

It should be noted that the FFs from the Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT regions can be expressed as linear
combinations of the q/g/b/p FFs. The UFF method assumes
that the same is true for the SR FFs. Therefore, there is no

approximation in Eq. (4) when using the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT FFs instead of the q/g/b/p ones.

6.3 Template fit

In each pT and prongness bin and each antiID subregion,
a normalized template of the ATLAS q/g tagger score is
built. The q/g tagger provides a multivariate-analysis score
based on jet variables that are sensitive to the differences in
radiation patterns, fragmentation, and hadronization between
quark-initiated and gluon-initiated jets. Beside its sensitivity
to q and g fakes, it also has a certain sensitivity to the prop-
erties of the b and p fakes. The q/g tagger score is evaluated
on a particle-flow jet (see Sect. 4), closest to the τhad-vis can-
didate in the η−φ plane in each event. If no particle-flow jet
is found within a �R = 0.4 distance from the τhad-vis candi-
date, the candidate is added to the lowest q/g tagger score bin.
Each template is built using data, as all the regions are fake-
enriched. The residual real-τ -lepton contamination is sub-
tracted from the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT templates
via MC simulation. Then, the four templates are normalized
to the event yield in the antiID subregion of the SR minus the
real-τ -lepton contamination in that region. The Default set
of MC samples is used to estimate the real-τ -lepton contami-
nation. As an example, Fig. 3 shows the four templates in the
1-prong and pT ∈ (85, 100) GeV bin. For display purposes,
the templates are normalized to unity. The sum of the Z(μμ),
t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT templates plus the histogram of
the real-τ -lepton contamination in the antiID subregion of
the SR is then fitted to the data in the antiID subregion of the
SR using the maximum-likelihood method [79–83]. The fit
is performed independently in each pT and prongness bin.
The normalization factors of the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and
MJ lJVT templates are free parameters of the fit and their
post-fit values are used as estimates of the combination coef-
ficients μX in Eq. (4). No normalization factor is assigned
to the real-τ -lepton contamination in the antiID subregion of
the SR. The uncertainty due to the limited size of the samples
for the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT templates and the
real-τ -lepton contamination in the antiID subregion of the SR
is taken into account in the fit. It is parameterized by nuisance
parameters with Poisson constraints assigned to each bin of
the q/g tagger score variable. An important feature of the UFF
method is that the normalization factors are not constrained
to be positive. This allows the method to provide an extrap-
olation in situations where the antiID subregion of the SR is
more enriched in one type of fake than any antiID subregion
of Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT events. In these cases,
the normalization factor corresponding to the region that is
the most enriched in the given fake type can be larger than
one. Consequently, at least one other normalization factor is
usually negative so that the sum of the four normalization
factors is close to one. Although the fit does not constrain the
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Fig. 2 FFs estimated in the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT regions for a 1-prong (1p) fakes and b 3-prong (3p) fakes as a function of the fake’s
pT. The coloured bands display the statistical uncertainty of the FFs. The highest pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis with pT of up to 300 GeV

Fig. 3 Templates of the q/g tagger score distributions in the 1-prong
(1p) and pT ∈ (85, 100) GeV bin. They are determined in the Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT antiID subregions. For display purpose, the tem-
plates are normalized to unity. The bands display the statistical uncer-
tainty of the four templates

sum to one, its value is approximately one due to the absence
of nuisance parameters substantially affecting the template
normalization. As an example, Fig. 4a shows the results of the
template fit in the 1-prong and pT ∈ (85, 100) GeV bin of the
W (μν) region. In the figure, the q/g tagger score templates of
the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT antiID subregions are
shown, and they are scaled by their corresponding post-fit
normalization factors. The contribution from real-τ -lepton
background is also shown in the figure. Figure 4b shows
the breakdown plot of the post-fit Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and
MJ lJVT templates whose sum is normalized to unity in each
q/g tagger score bin.

6.4 Universal Fake Factor method uncertainties

The Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT FFs and the coeffi-
cients μX from Eq. (4) are estimated using samples of finite
size. The statistical uncertainties of the FFs are propagated
to FFUFF assuming that these uncertainties are uncorrelated.
On the other hand, the uncertainties of the coefficients μX are
correlated, and the Hessian covariance matrix estimate, V , is
taken into account in the uncertainty propagation. The total
statistical uncertainty of FFUFF is estimated as the square
root of the following expression:

σ 2
UFF, stat. =

∑

X

μ2
Xσ 2

FFX
+

∑

X,Y

FFXFFY VXY ,

where X and Y run over the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and
MJ lJVT regions.

The UFF method assumes that the FFs for q/g/b/p fakes
are the same in all regions of phase space. Forq/g/b fakes, this
assumption is tested using MC simulation by comparing the
FFs for a given fake type in five different regions. The regions
are carefully chosen to represent common fake-production
processes and kinematic regimes. Three of these five regions
are Z(μμ), t t̄ and MJ hJVT2 defined in Sect. 6.1. The fourth
region, W (μν), targets q fake production in association with
a W boson. The fifth region, μ3 j , targets semileptonic t t̄
events, containing q fakes from the decay of a colourless
particle, the W boson.

In each region, the FFs for the q, g and b fakes are eval-
uated using the Powheg set of MC samples. To reduce the
effective statistical uncertainty, MC samples corresponding
to just the dominant process in each region are used, i.e.

2 MJ lJVT is not in this list, as it targets p fakes, for which a dedicated
systematic uncertainty is defined.
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Fig. 4 a Results of the template fit in the 1-prong and pT ∈
(85, 100) GeV bin of the W (μν) region. The black points represent
the q/g tagger score distribution from the W (μν) antiID subregion. The
coloured histogram areas show the templates of the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT antiID subregions and the real-τ -lepton background in the
antiID subregion of the SR. The four normalized templates are scaled
by their corresponding post-fit normalization factors. The grey band

displays the statistical uncertainty of the sum of the four templates and
the real-τ -lepton background. The post-fit normalization factors are
μZ(μμ) = 0.28 ± 0.16, μt t̄ = 0.10 ± 0.09, μMJ hJVT = 0.45 ± 0.19,
μMJ lJVT = 0.18 ± 0.06. b Breakdown plot of the post-fit Z(μμ), t t̄ ,
MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT templates. Their sum is normalized to unity
in each q/g tagger score bin so that each template contribution had the
meaning of a fraction of the antiID τhad-vis candidates in the bin

Z + jets MC is used for the Z(μμ) region, t t̄ MC for the t t̄
region, etc. Figure 5 shows the FFs for the q fakes in the five
regions. They are rebinned and smoothed as a function of pT

to reduce the statistical fluctuations. Bins are combined iter-
atively from the highest pT bin with non-zero content until
the FF is non-zero with a statistical significance of 1.5σ , or
the lowest pT bin is reached. As the next step, FF values in
the wide bins are copied to finer bins in which the nominal
UFF prediction is evaluated. For the smoothing, each FF set
is further copied to an equidistant binning with a bin width of
1. Then, it is smoothed using a Gaussian kernel with a width
of 2. A systematic uncertainty is assigned to the Z(μμ) FFs
shown in Fig. 2 by using the differences between the Z(μμ)

MC FFs and the others to form the symmetrized uncertainty
envelope shown in Fig. 5. In each pT and prongness bin, the
largest deviation of a FF from the Z(μμ) MC FF defines the
envelope. Subsequently, this is divided by the Z(μμ) MC
FF to get the relative systematic uncertainty. A similar pro-
cedure assesses the uncertainty of the t t̄ and MJ hJVT FFs.
The envelope around the t t̄ (MJ hJVT) MC FFs in Fig. 6
(Fig. 7) divided by the t t̄ MC b FFs (MJ hJVT MC g FFs)
is used as the relative symmetric systematic uncertainty of
the t t̄ (MJ hJVT) FFs. When estimating the uncertainty of
the t t̄ FFs, the W (μν) FFs are removed from the envelope
because the W (μν) sample is very small, implying no need
to include it.

The systematic uncertainty of the MJ lJVT FFs is esti-
mated in a similar way. The main difference is that data is used

instead of MC simulation. The JVT score of the jets seeding
the τhad-vis candidate is used to select suitable p fake samples
from data. Five regions are defined, including the MJ lJVT
and γ lJVT regions, and the systematic uncertainty is deter-
mined as the largest difference between the MJ lJVT FF and
the other FFs within each pT and prongness bin. The uncer-
tainty is symmetrized. Three regions, Z(μμ) lJVT, t t̄ lJVT,
and W (μν) lJVT are defined as the Z(μμ), t t̄ , and W (μν)

regions in which just the JVT requirement on the τhad-vis can-
didate’s seed jet is inverted: JVT < 0.8 is required. Figure 8
shows the FFs for the p fakes in the five regions and the
uncertainty of the MJ lJVT FFs.

The systematic uncertainty is propagated to FFUFF sepa-
rately for each uncertainty source (i.e. the q, g, b or p FF
uncertainty). One FF from Eq. (4) is varied at a time, both
upwards and downwards, and in each case the FFUFF value
is recalculated, giving rise to the ±1σ FFUFF uncertainty
estimate. For each source, the resulting FFUFF uncertainty is
smoothed as a function of pT to reduce the impact of sta-
tistical fluctuations. For the smoothing, the relative uncer-
tainty is evaluated, copied to a uniform binning with a bin
width of 1 and smoothed using a Gaussian kernel with a
width of 1. Finally, it is copied back to the original pT bins.
These uncertainty sources should be treated as being uncor-
related and introduced as four separate nuisance parameters
for each prongness in statistical models, assuming a correla-
tion between pT bins and no correlation between prongness
bins. If an analysis is susceptible to the pT and prongness cor-
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Fig. 5 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) q fakes and b 3-prong (3p) q fakes
as a function of the fake-τhad-vis pT in five regions of phase space, eval-
uated using the MC simulation and smoothed. The grey band displays

the symmetrized envelope around the Z(μμ) FFs. The envelope is used
to estimate the systematic uncertainty of the Z(μμ) FFs. The highest
pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis with pT of up to 300 GeV

Fig. 6 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) b fakes and b 3-prong (3p) b fakes
as a function of the fake-τhad-vis pT in five regions of phase space, eval-
uated using the MC simulation and smoothed. The grey band displays

the symmetrized envelope around the t t̄ FFs. The envelope is used to
estimate the systematic uncertainty of the t t̄ FFs. The highest pT bin
contains events with fake-τhad-vis with pT of up to 300 GeV

relation scenario, it can determine whether a specific decor-
relation in pT and/or correlation in prongness results in a
more realistic model. Decorrelation in other variables can
also be considered. All uncertainty components are summed
in quadrature for display purposes.

Additional systematic effects would arise if the q/g score
spectra of q/g/b/p fakes were different in different regions
of phase space. The spectra were studied using MC (data)
for q/g/b (p) fakes, exploiting the same regions as in the
FFs comparison. Some differences larger than the statisti-
cal uncertainty were observed among the q fake templates;
see Fig. 9 as an example. The figure compares the distri-
butions of 1p q fakes with pT ∈ (20, 35) GeV determined

in the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, W (μν), and μ3 j antiID sub-
regions using the same MC samples as for the systematic
uncertainty determination described above. A MC study was
performed to estimate the impact of this effect on the FFUFF

value. MC templates for the g, b, and p fakes are built in the
Z(μμ) antiID subregion, using the Z(μμ) MC sample from
the Powheg set. Similarly, MC templates for the q fakes are
built in the W (μν) antiID subregion, using the W (μν) MC
sample from the Powheg set. Each template is normalized
to the total fake yield in the corresponding pT and prong-
ness bin of the Z(μμ) antiID subregion. FFs for the q/g/b/p
fakes are determined in the Z(μμ) region using the Z(μμ)

MC sample from the Powheg set. In each pT and prong-
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Fig. 7 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) g fakes and b 3-prong (3p) g fakes as
a function of the fake-τhad-vis pT in five regions of phase space, evalu-
ated using the MC simulation and smoothed. The grey band displays the

symmetrized envelope around the MJ hJVT FFs. The envelope is used
to estimate the systematic uncertainty of the MJ hJVT FFs. The highest
pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis with pT of up to 300 GeV

Fig. 8 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) p fakes and b 3-prong (3p) p fakes as a function of the fake-τhad-vis pT in five regions of phase space and
smoothed. The grey band displays the assigned systematic uncertainty of the MJ lJVT FFs. The highest pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis
with pT of up to 300 GeV

ness bin, the q/g/b/p templates are fitted to the total fake
yield in the Z(μμ) antiID subregion, similarly to the proce-
dure described in Sect. 6.3. The FFs are then combined in
a similar way as described in Sect. 6.2. The resulting FF is
compared to a reference FF directly calculated using Z(μμ)

fakes predicted by the Z(μμ) MC sample from the Powheg
set. In most pT and prongness bins, the difference between
the resulting FF and the Z(μμ) one is within their statisti-
cal uncertainty. In the minority of the bins, the difference is
larger than the statistical uncertainty but within the system-
atic uncertainty of the q FFs, see Fig. 5. Therefore, no addi-
tional systematic uncertainty is assigned to the FFUFF value
due to the differences in the q/g score spectra of q/g/b/p fakes
in different regions of phase space.

It was also found that varying the JVT cut value from 0.8
to 0.5 or 0.9 in the Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT and MJ lJVT region
definitions does not affect the results significantly.

7 Tests of the Universal Fake Factor method

The UFF method is tested in several regions, and the test in
the W (μν) region is discussed here in depth as an example.
Given that the region is highly enriched in fakes, it is possible
to determine the FFs directly – as the ratio of the ID to antiID
event yields. This gives a reference value for the FFUFF that
are evaluated using the q/g tagger score in the antiID sub-
region in order to predict the ID subregion yields. The FFs
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Fig. 9 Spectra of the q/g tagger score determined for q fakes in the
Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, W (μν), and μ3 j antiID subregions using MC.
They are normalized to unity. The bands correspond to the statistical
uncertainty of each spectrum

are compared in Fig. 10. The systematic uncertainty of the
estimated FFUFF ranges between 15% and 35%, depending
on pT and prongness. The UFF predictions agree with the
reference FFs within the uncertainties. However, the FFUFF

are shifted systematically upwards relative the reference FFs.
This is due to the q FFs being lower in the W (μν) region than
in the Z(μμ) and MJ hJVT regions that are used in the com-
bination formula of Eq. (4). Figure 5 shows the various FFs
estimated with the MC simulation.

To test the UFF method further, the fake-background pre-
diction is compared with the data in the W (μν) ID subre-

gion. Figure 11 (Fig. 12) shows the comparison for events
containing a 1-prong (3-prong) τhad-vis candidate, and for sev-
eral variables, namely the τhad-vis transverse momentum and
η, the muon transverse momentum pμ

T , the Emiss
T , the trans-

verse mass mT(μ, Emiss
T ) of the muon and Emiss

T system, and
the angular separation �R(μ, τ) of the τhad-vis and muon.
The real-τ -lepton background is also shown. It is estimated
using the Default set of MC samples. The fake-background
prediction agrees with the data, within the uncertainties, in
all the variables. The systematic shift of the FFUFF discussed
above is also visible in this comparison.

The UFF method was also tested in μ3 j region, where the
fake composition is different from that in the W (μν) region,
as shown in Fig. 1. The testing procedure in the μ3 j region is
similar to that in W (μν). The FFUFF are compared with the
reference FFs in Fig. 13. Figures 14 and 15 compare the fake-
background predictions with the data. The UFF predictions
agree with the data within the uncertainties. Here, the FFUFF

are shifted systematically downwards relative to the reference
FFs, and this is also visible in the comparison of the fake-
background prediction with the data. The reason is the same
as discussed for the W (μν) region. The different direction of
the shift is a consequence of negative Z(μμ) normalization
factors in the μ3 j region and the fact that the Z(μμ) FFs are
the highest ones, as shown in Fig. 2.

Preliminary versions of the UFF method, using a lower
number of DRs, a different discriminating variable and/or
different systematic uncertainty estimates, were success-
fully used for fake-background estimation in three published
ATLAS analyses. Final states τhad-vis + jets, τhad-vis + e/μ,

Fig. 10 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) and b 3-prong (3p) fakes as a func-
tion of the fake-τhad-vis pT in the W (μν) region. Blue-circle points
display FFs estimated using the UFF method. The statistical (system-
atic) uncertainty is displayed as the blue error bars (band). The reference

FFs, which are measured directly in the region, are shown as the black-
square points, and their statistical uncertainty is displayed as the black
error bars. The highest pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis with
pT of up to 300 GeV
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Fig. 11 Comparison of the
1-prong (1p) fake-background
prediction (yellow area) with the
data (black points) in the W (μν)

region. The real-τ -lepton
backgrounds are also shown.
The shaded band displays the
total uncertainty of the
prediction. It includes the
fake-related systematic
uncertainty, the statistical
uncertainty of the FFUFF, and
the uncertainty due to the
limited number of events in the
antiID subregion of the SR and
the MC samples. The
comparison is shown for several
variables: a τhad-vis transverse
momentum, b τhad-vis η, c Emiss

T ,
d pμ

T , e mT(μ, Emiss
T ), and f

�R(μ, τ). The compact
notation pτ

T and ητ is used in the
x-axis labels of figures a and b
to denote the transverse
momentum and η of τhad-vis

τhad-vis + Emiss
T , 2τhad-vis + Emiss

T /b-jets, and 2τhad-vis inclu-
sive have been probed.

8 Applicability and limitations of the Universal Fake
Factor method

The UFF method offers a valuable approach for estimating
fake-τhad-vis background. However, it is crucial to acknowl-

edge its advantages and limitations to delineate the types of
analyses for which it is best suited. The UFF method resolves
the problem related to the a priori unknown fake-τhad-vis com-
position of a SR. The FFs suitable for a SR are evaluated as
a linear combination of FFs determined in four predefined
DRs, Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT, and MJ lJVT. The related sys-
tematic uncertainty is physically motivated and simple to
evaluate. The only input required to use the UFF method in
an analysis are the q/g tagger score distributions (data and
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Fig. 12 Comparison of the
3-prong (3p) fake-background
prediction (yellow area) with the
data (black points) in the W (μν)

region. The real-τ -lepton
backgrounds are also shown.
The shaded band displays the
total uncertainty of the
prediction. It includes the
fake-related systematic
uncertainty, the statistical
uncertainty of the FFUFF, and
the uncertainty due to the
limited number of events in the
antiID subregion of the SR and
the MC samples. The
comparison is shown for several
variables: a τhad-vis transverse
momentum, b τhad-vis η, c Emiss

T ,
d pμ

T , e mT(μ, Emiss
T ), and f

�R(μ, τ). The compact
notation pτ

T and ητ is used in the
x-axis labels of figures a and b
to denote the transverse
momentum and η of τhad-vis

the MC-based real-τ -lepton contamination estimate) in the
different phase space bins of the antiID subregion of the SR.
The analysis using the UFF method does not need to exploit
regions of phase space similar to the SR (in terms of the
selection criteria) to determine FFs suitable for the analysis’
SR. These regions can be employed for a detailed validation
of the UFF-method-based prediction.

The UFF method is best suited for analyses with fake-
τhad-vis with pT below ∼ 150 GeV and a statistical uncer-

tainty of the background prediction larger than the UFF-
related systematic uncertainty. Such analyses can highly ben-
efit from the predefined UFF methodology and the ready-to-
use DR FFs and templates, resulting in faster analysis devel-
opment.

The applicability of the UFF method to analyses involv-
ing very high-pT τhad-vis warrants examination. In the present
paper, the method is tested for τhad-vis pT of up to ∼
200−300 GeV, see Figs. 11a, 12a, 14a, and 15a. The pT

123



 1441 Page 16 of 36 Eur. Phys. J. C          (2025) 85:1441 

Fig. 13 FFs for the a 1-prong (1p) and b 3-prong (3p) fakes as a func-
tion of the fake-τhad-vis pT in the μ3 j region. Blue-circle points dis-
play FFs estimated using the UFF method. The statistical (systematic)
uncertainty is displayed as the blue error bars (band). The reference

FFs, which are measured directly in the region, are shown as the black-
square points, and their statistical uncertainty is displayed as the black
error bars. The highest pT bin contains events with fake-τhad-vis with
pT of up to 300 GeV

reach is mainly limited by the available statistics in the DRs.
In Fig. 2, the highest-pT bin takes into account the overflow
events containing τhad-vis candidates with pT up to 300 GeV,
but the pT binning can be adjusted to accommodate the anal-
ysis needs. When deciding to use fine binning in the high-pT

region, the analysis using the UFF method should consider
assigning a related systematic uncertainty.

A second question the analysis using the UFF method
should address is the size of the total systematic uncer-
tainty. Precision measurements and systematics-dominated
searches might prefer to use the original FF method and a
set of dedicated DRs defined by selection criteria similar to
those in the SR if the DRs have high enough statistics and
the extrapolation of the FFs to the SR has lower systematic
uncertainty. The decision has to be made on a case-by-case
basis, and no general rule can be given.

A problem arises if the SR largely overlaps with the DRs.
In this case, the UFF method is not applicable, as the FFs in
the DRs are not independent of the SR. The fraction of over-
lapping events must be checked before making the decision
to use the UFF method.

Analyses dominated by q fakes and sensitive to the ampli-
tude of the uncertainty band can mitigate potential bias by
deriving the UFF templates and FFs from W (μν) events
instead of Z(μμ). This substitution can shift the nominal
prediction by about 1σ of the quoted systematic uncertainty
and provide an alternative modelling with different kinematic
composition. The analysis can take the envelope of the Z -
and W -based implementations as an additional shape uncer-
tainty, validate with closure tests in 3-prong-enhanced con-

trol regions, and profile the corresponding nuisance parame-
ters independently in the fit to reduce fit-induced artifacts in
high-mass searches.

Analyses dominated by rare fake-τhad-vis sources, where
the physics origin of the fakes induces correlations not fully
captured by the envelope method, might require a refine-
ment of the systematic uncertainty estimation described in
Sect. 6.4. For example, a hypothetical analysis dominated
by b fakes from Z(μμ) + b-jet events would be sensitive to
the sign of the difference between the FFs derived from t t̄
and Z(μμ) + b samples. In such a case, it would be more
appropriate to use the relative difference between the two FF
sets as the t t̄ systematic uncertainty, taking the sign of the
difference into account. For analyses where the MC-based
prediction may lie outside the envelope defined by the refer-
ence regions, making the symmetrization both impactful and
potentially inappropriate, a more tailored treatment should
be adopted – for example, by retaining the sign of the dif-
ference or by constructing an analysis-specific uncertainty
model that preserves genuine shape dependencies.

This paper presents the UFF method using the Loose
τhad-vis ID working point, but the method can be adapted
to other τhad-vis ID selections. Different inputs to the UFF
method are required for each τhad-vis ID efficiency working
point. Similarly, recalculations are required for analyses uti-
lizing τhad-vis triggers that include specific τhad-vis ID criteria.
Finally, if the q/g tagger is updated, its templates will also
need to be recalculated in the antiID Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT subregions.
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Fig. 14 Comparison of the
1-prong (1p) fake-background
prediction (yellow area) with the
data (black points) in the μ3 j
region. The real-τ -lepton
backgrounds are also shown.
The shaded band displays the
total uncertainty of the
prediction. It includes the
fake-related systematic
uncertainty, the statistical
uncertainty of the FFUFF, and
the uncertainty due to the
limited number of events in the
antiID subregion of the SR and
the MC samples. The
comparison is shown for several
variables: a τhad-vis transverse
momentum, b τhad-vis η, c Emiss

T ,
d pμ

T , e mT(μ, Emiss
T ), and f

�R(μ, τ). The compact
notation pτ

T and ητ is used in the
x-axis labels of figures a and b
to denote the transverse
momentum and η of τhad-vis

9 Conclusions

This paper presents the UFF method, a generalization of the
FF method, commonly used by the ATLAS experiment at
the LHC to estimate the fake-τhad-vis background. The UFF
method provides a prescription for estimating the FFs suit-
able for the SR of an analysis. The method does not require to
define one or more dedicated DRs for the FFs measurement;
instead, it is based on the usage of four predefined regions

enriched in different types of fakes. The Z(μμ), t t̄ , MJ hJVT
and MJ lJVT regions target q fakes (from light-quark jets),
b fakes (from b-jets), g fakes (from gluon-initiated jets), and
p fakes (from pile-up jets), respectively. The analysis is pro-
vided with the FFs and q/g tagger score spectra determined
in the corresponding antiID subregions. The only input the
analysis has to prepare is the set of q/g tagger score spectra
corresponding to the various pT and prongness bins of its
antiID subregion of the SR. The UFF method then estimates
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Fig. 15 Comparison of the
3-prong (3p) fake-background
prediction (yellow area) with the
data (black points) in the μ3 j
region. The real-τ -lepton
backgrounds are also shown.
The shaded band displays the
total uncertainty of the
prediction. It includes the
fake-related systematic
uncertainty, the statistical
uncertainty on the FFUFF, and
the uncertainty due to the
limited number of events in the
antiID subregion of the SR and
the MC samples. The
comparison is shown for several
variables: a τhad-vis transverse
momentum, b τhad-vis η, c Emiss

T ,
d pμ

T , (e) mT(μ, Emiss
T ), and (f)

�R(μ, τ). The compact
notation pτ

T and ητ is used in the
x-axis labels of Figures a and b
to denote the transverse
momentum and η of τhad-vis

the suitable FFs using a template fit in each pT and prong-
ness bin and a simple formula for the combination of the
four provided FFs. The method was successfully applied in
several phase-space regions. In particular, the W (μν) region
shows that the UFF method can predict the FFs and the fake-
τhad-vis background within the associated systematic uncer-
tainty. The present study used the full Run 2 pp collision
data set, and the systematic uncertainty of the FFs for the
W (μν) region was estimated to be between 15% and 35%,

depending on the fake-τhad-vis pT and prongness. A testing
procedure applied to the μ3 j region demonstrated that the
UFF method also works well in a region enriched in b fakes.

Besides providing a simple generic algorithm and the nec-
essary inputs, the UFF method has one more advantage. The
fake-background prediction obtained with the UFF method
can be validated in the DRs that the original FF method would
use for the FFs measurement and the estimation of system-
atic uncertainties. This resolves a serious drawback of the
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original FF method, that it is very demanding in terms of
the number of required DRs, and an exhaustive validation
of the predictions often is not possible. It is also important
to emphasize that the UFF method is data-driven to a large
extent. MC simulation is used only for the subtraction of the
real-τ -lepton contamination and the systematic uncertainty
estimation. The UFF method is thus a powerful tool that can
be used in a wide range of analyses.
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