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Abstract

This paper considers what is relevant to European criminology from the editorial
perspective of the European Journal of Criminology (or EJC), and critically examines
this through decolonial and southern criminological lenses. By briefly reviewing some
of the key concepts and arguments from these scholarships, this paper questions
whether European criminology — and, hence, the EJC — should be solely focused on
research on and from Europe, or that makes the relevance to the European context
its central concern, or whether it can be extended to other contexts even in the
absence of a carefully crafted ‘case for relevance’. The aim of this paper is to raise
some questions on inclusivity that invite critical thinking in relation to ‘Europe’ and
what is relevant to ‘European criminology’ 25 years after the establishment of the
Society and as we look toward the next 25 years.
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The European Society of Criminology (ESC) was established to counter the US domin-
ance in shaping intellectual agendas in criminology and provide a space for European
researchers to share their ideas and work. Its journal — the European Journal
of Criminology (EJC) — was founded on the aspiration that, through time, it will become
a platform for the publication and dissemination of criminological scholarship on and
from Europe, including from the then unrepresented European countries (see e.g.,
Smith, 2006; Treiber and Hardie, 2025, this collection).

At present, the EJC and its publisher, SAGE, do not have clear data on the share of
EJC publications per country by (co)authorship and by provenance of the empirical
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research (efforts are currently being made in that direction, however; see Treiber and
Hardie, 2025, this collection). Even without this data, however, I believe it is safe to
say that the EJC has made a significant contribution to the sharing of data and robust
(comparative) research on crime, crime control, punishment, and victimisation across
many European countries (for an initial positive assessment of the EJC’s work 10 years
after its launch, see Smith, 2014). However, as it has been noted more and less recently
(Smith, 2014; Nivette, 2025, this collection), the EJC tends to publish more research on
and from some countries in Western Europe, while other European countries continue to
be rather underrepresented. This can be attributed to different reasons, including the ten-
dency for scholars in some European countries to publish primarily in their national lan-
guage. This may be due to limited proficiency in English and/or the lack of incentives
within national career progression systems to publish research in international journals.
These dynamics are also influenced by the subordinate position of criminology in
some countries, where it can be overshadowed by larger and stronger domestic disci-
plines such as law, sociology or political science. Such disciplinary hierarchies can sig-
nificantly shape scholars’ decisions about where — and in which language — to
publish their work.

The European Society is aware of this disparity, not only in terms of EJC paper author-
ship but also in terms of the ESC conference participants, who, according to recent
research by Vander Beken et al. (2021), tend to be mostly from Western and Southern
Europe. To broaden participation in the ESC conference across as many European coun-
tries as possible, the ESC Board has, in recent years, offered fellowships to attend its
annual conference and scholarships to participate in the ESC Summer School, specifically
for colleagues based in European countries eligible for official development assistance.’
In addition, it also welcomed expressions of interest to organise the annual conference by
colleagues based in European countries that have never hosted the event, to generate
momentum for the further development of criminology in their country. Hopefully, in
a few years’ time, these efforts will translate into more articles published in the EJC
on and from these now relatively underrepresented countries in Europe.

But what is ‘Europe’ and what is relevant to ‘European criminology’?

‘Europe’, as per the Society’s and hence the EJC’s definition, includes all countries
which are members of the Council of Europe or meet the criteria to become members
(see also Treiber and Hardie, 2025, this collection). To be relevant to European crimin-
ology from an Editorial Team’s perspective, submitted articles need to present research
conducted in at least one European country, discuss crime and criminal justice issues
that are relevant to a European country, or contribute to criminological debates which
are of central importance to European criminology, making the relevance to European
criminology a central point of the article.

As EJC Associate Editor, I have paused several times to reflect on these criteria when
assessing new submissions, including in meetings with the EJC Editorial team. Among
others, a case we have frequently discussed is that of cybercrime, whose analysis tends
to remain relevant to European criminology even when the illicit and harmful activities
involving digital technologies are committed outside Europe’s geographic confines (for
more on this, see Edwards, 2025, this collection). Even in such cases, however — that
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is, in cases discussing data collected outside of Europe — the Editorial Office has advised
submitting authors to clarify the relevance of their study to the European context. In gen-
eral, this has not caused too much trouble for authors, at least in the case of cybercrime.

However, I did find myself thinking about these criteria further on more than one occa-
sion, questioning their adequacy, even beyond the EJC Editorial Team meetings. My hes-
itations are multi-fold and probably also reflect a personal sceptical attitude towards any
constraints or boundaries in criminological thinking and intellectual exchanges.

My main reservation, however, comes from the teaching I do as well as from my
engagement with critical perspectives within and beyond the field. For many years, my
courses in criminological theory have included one dedicated session on decolonial per-
spectives within criminology and on southern criminology.” Decolonial scholars have
argued that European criminology contributed to the atrocities committed against
Indigenous Peoples in the occupied territories during colonialism, especially during its
zenith in the 19th century when European countries colonised vast areas of the
Americas, Africa, the Middle East and the Pacific (Agozino, 2003, 2004). According
to Agozino and others, while the Enlightenment principles based on individual rights
and due process were suspended outside Europe, positivist ideas — used to construct
the pathological, inferior ‘criminal-other’” — informed and justified the establishment
and consolidation of a racial order that, in the occupied territories, ‘render[ed] whole
populations as subordinate and hence exploitable and expendable’ (Dimou, 2021:
439). In essence, the argument is that ‘administrative criminologists played a crucial
role in producing “common sense” knowledge of the inferior and pathological colonial
subject’ (Dimou, 2021: 439), which legitimised Western white occupation, disposses-
sion, abuse, and the marginalisation of non-Western ways of being, knowing and think-
ing. I will return to this last point below.

While the contribution of criminology to colonialism (and vice versa) has been ques-
tioned (see e.g., Travers, 2019) due to the absence of clear empirical evidence — a need for
which was also noted by Agozino, 2004 — a related point made by decolonial scholars
warrants attention. These scholars stress the fact that patterns of power instigated through
colonialism are not historically situated but have ramifications to the present day. This
goes well beyond neocolonialism and analyses of, for example, how settler colonial states
continue to exercise control and domination over, among others, Indigenous Peoples and
the racialised ‘other’, and invests the realm of knowledge — the hegemony of Western
knowledge, in particular.

For decolonial and southern scholars, the current hegemony of Western knowledge
has its roots in European colonialism and was predicated on the colonial assumption
that theories and perspectives developed in the West had universal value and applicability
(see e.g., Carrington et al., 2016). As a result, criminological theories from the ‘North’
were (and, often, still are) imported in and applied to the ‘South’ (see e.g., Sozzo,
2023). This led to the marginalisation of non-Western perspectives, and also, more
broadly, of ways of being, thinking and relating to other people and the environment
which are rooted in the histories and experiences of societies away from the ‘centres’
of European power and the ‘West’, more generally. In other words, since colonisation,
Euro-centric (and later Anglo-centric) modern ontologies, epistemologies and logics
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have taken the central stage — to control knowledge, people, the economy, and the exer-
cise of authority (Dimou, 2021); at the same time, ‘different’, non-Western and
Indigenous ways of being, thinking, knowing and relating to the world have been down-
played and neglected.

To correct this historical form of epistemological blindness (Rodriguez Goyes and
South, 2017), southern criminology has recently foregrounded the perspectives and the-
ories coming from the ‘periphery’, including through research projects aimed at exposing
the contextual specificities of ‘southern’ communities and societies. This has led to a
now-thriving area of criminological scholarship, to which European criminologists also
contribute. Such a perspective has not only been able to analyse and give visibility to
localised solutions to context-specific crime and crime control problems at the ‘periphery’
or to give a voice to underrepresented (and often overly criminalised) marginalised
groups, but also to demonstrate that theories developed in Europe or North America
may not be that adequate to explain crime and crime control in other contexts. A notable
example is offered by Sozzo (2021), who — writing in the EJC — showed that political
economy explanations for punitiveness developed in Northern contexts and based on
levels of inequalities and welfare spending may not be that relevant to explaining puni-
tiveness in Latin American countries, both in present times and in the recent past.

Are these developments not at all relevant to European criminology?

Various times I mentally tried to test the EJC criteria illustrated above against hypo-
thetical paper submissions presenting empirical data from countries far away from
Europe. I must clarify here that I have only tested this hypothetically, as I have never
had to consider such cases in my role as EJC Associate Editor thus far. [ am now indul-
ging the reader with one such hypothetical scenario.

Let’s take the example of papers on Brazil (a former colony of Portugal) on women’s
safety feelings in urban public spaces at night, on the policing of criminal networks in
the favelas of Rio de Janeiro, or on the criminalisation of Indigenous Peoples and activists.
Let’s assume that these papers do not engage in comparative research, meaning that they do
not comparatively analyse data between Brazil and one or more countries in Europe (a cir-
cumstance that would make them immediately relevant to the EJC). Without the compara-
tive element, these criminologically relevant papers would only meet our inclusion criteria
if they made the relevance to European criminology their central concern. To do so, the
authors could engage with relevant European and Western literature on women’s safety
feelings, the policing of criminal networks, and the criminalisation of dissent — but for
which purpose would they do that? To show us how theoretical frameworks developed
in Europe and North America are applicable or adaptable to the Brazilian context, or, rather,
to show us how inadequate they are to illuminate realities in southern contexts? The latter is
precisely what Sozzo did in his 2021 EJC paper, so this is a viable possibility.
Alternatively, would the authors engage with relevant European and Western literature
to highlight the similarities and differences between realities in Latin America and in
Europe? Doing so would probably result in a very descriptive paper which would perhaps
be unlikely to pass the peer-review test. Generally speaking, moreover, I also believe it is
unlikely that any new theory or perspective developed in the papers would be applicable or
relevant to Europe, given that the realities of crime and its control in Latin America often
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differ significantly from those in European countries. Even the use of a political economy
analysis of neocolonialism (Ciocchini and Greener, 2021) to explain crime, harm and crim-
inalisation in non-Western contexts could not help the papers meet the inclusion criteria,
unless the involvement (and responsibility) of European agencies and actors in those pro-
cesses were duly acknowledged and made central to the work.’

It could be argued that these papers could be published somewhere other than the EJC,
which centres its attention on European criminology. However, considering the decolo-
nial and southern perspectives I have shortly reviewed above, one question arises: is this
yet another contemporary way through which European criminology dismisses ‘other’
knowledges and reinforces its epistemological dominance? This question probably
becomes even more urgent and compelling when referred to countries which have
been directly affected by European colonisation: among others, given that their criminal
law and justice systems have often been shaped around those of colonial (European)
countries, are their crime and criminal justice vicissitudes not prima facie relevant to
European criminology (i.e., without making a specific case for relevance)?

Considering these questions, I wonder if the decision on what is relevant to European
criminology should be shaped by the space where the data has been collected or the the-
ory developed, or rather exclusively by the quality of the submitted papers — that is, the
soundness of their methodology, their innovative character, and their empirical and/or
theoretical contribution to the field. These are already key inclusion criteria for the
EJC and core shared goals and values of European criminology (see Treiber and
Hardie, 2025, this collection). The colleagues who, like me, are habitués at the ESC
annual conferences would know how inclusive (see also Footnote 1) and international
the presented papers can be, including in plenary sessions. Two plenary speeches, in par-
ticular, stand out — one on gangs and violence in Central America (by Ellen van Damme
at the 2022 conference in Malaga) and one on Asian Criminology (by Jianhong Liu, at the
2023 conference in Florence). While these papers would not have necessarily passed the
first EJC editorial filter, they were, however, considered of a high quality and probably
also rather innovative by the ESC conference organisers to assign them the plenary status.
Could this more open and quality-based approach be extended to the EJC as well? My
feeling is that doing so would put the EJC in the ideal position to publish the best and
most innovative work in the area — be it on or from Europe or elsewhere — and I think
it is worth considering, among others, because of European colonisation and its contem-
porary legacies.

My intent here has not been to dismiss the importance of criminological research on
and within Europe, which led to the establishment of the European Society and the EJC
and to the publication and dissemination of invaluable scholarship on crime and criminal
justice matters in the European context. Quite the opposite. I began this piece by acknow-
ledging that research on, and authors from, some European countries are still rather
underrepresented in the EJC - something I recognise makes the founders’
original aspiration still relevant and timely. However, drawing on decolonial and south-
ern perspectives, I aimed to introduce some considerations and raise questions on inclu-
sivity that may help us think critically about ‘Europe’ and what is relevant to European
criminology 25 years after the establishment of the Society and as we look forward to the
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next 25 years. My hope is that this piece invites thoughts and reflections, hopefully to be
exchanged at the next ESC conference in Athens.
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Notes

1. Fellowships and scholarships (although more limited in number) are also offered to colleagues
based in non-European countries eligible for official development assistance; see https:/esc-
eurocrim.org/v2/fellowships/.

2. I want to note here that there have been many strands within criminology which in recent years
have tried to decolonise the discipline from its Western centrism. Southern criminology only
reflects one of such efforts, yet one which has gained some traction thus far, despite some of
the criticism it has received (see e.g., Dimou, 2021; Ciocchini and Greener, 2021). This is
why I include it in my teaching and address it in this short think-piece.

3. I'want to emphasise once more that this is a speculative exercise considering general and abstract
cases of papers mainly addressing non-European data. This does not mean to say that papers
using data from outside Europe should not be submitted to the EJC for publication consider-
ation; rather, they are welcome in the EJC especially when they involve comparative analyses
with one or more European countries or when they make the relevance to Europe and European
criminology their central concern. A good example is the EJC paper by Sozzo (2021), which I
have mentioned previously in this paper.
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