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For more than a hundred years, the discovery of the mineral deposit 
and subsequent mining activity on the Ouled Abdoun basin, located 
d`feY�`W�:RdRS]R_TR�_VRc�eYV�TfccV_e�TZej�`W�BY`fcZSXR��YRgV�UcR^Re-
ically altered the harmony of the existing landscape, introducing new 
dimensions in time and space through the construction of industrial 
plants, road infrastructure, and new cities. Although some excavation 
and survey work had been carried out as early as 1912, only in 1919, 
as a result of the work conducted by the Moroccan Mining Service, 
the importance of the phosphate deposit in the Ouled Abdoun basin 
started to become clear, and on August 7th��ʀʈʁɿ��eYV�FǐTV�:YécZǠV_�
UVd�GY`daYReVd�$Œņœ) was established through a decree promulgated 
on the initiative of Marshal Lyautey.1

The transformation of this once-pastoral region into Morocco’s 
phosphate heartland marked a pivotal moment in the country’s in-
dustrial development. The establishment of the Œņœ, under the rules 
`W�=cV_TY�ac`eVTe`cReV��cVacVdV_eVU�_`e�[fde�eYV�SVXZ__Z_X�`W�djdeV^-
atic phosphate extraction, but also the dawn of modern industrial 
practices in Morocco. Within a few years, the previously uninhabit-
ed plateau became dotted with extraction sites, processing facilities, 
and railway lines connecting the mines to the Atlantic ports. The local 
Bedouin populations, who had traditionally used the land for grazing, 
witnessed their ancestral territories gradually transformed into an in-
dustrial landscape (!gs. 1-3). 

Before 1921, the plateau area was scarsely populated, character-
ised by an almost desert landscape; the situation changed suddenly 
when the phosphate factory began operating. In a few years, the few 
nomadic inhabitants, farmers, and sheep herders literally saw a new 
]R_UdTRaV�V^VcXV��Ǡcde�eYc`fXY�eYV�Z_deR]]ReZ`_�`W�^RTYZ_Vcj�W`c�aY`d-
phate collection and processing, then with the appearance of enor-
^`fd�^`f_eRZ_d� $terrils) generated by phosphate processing waste, 
and subsequently through the construction of new residential settle-
ments completely dissimilar from local/traditional housing models. 

The needs related to mining activity were addressed by Œņœ as a 
acZ`cZej	�hYZ]V� Z_�:RdRS]R_TR�=cV_TY�RcTYZeVTed� R_U� V_XZ_VVcd�hVcV�
building the new European city with buildings and services for the 
TagdYWa[e[W��ViaVcZ^V_eZ_X�hZeY�eYV�_Vh�a`ddZSZ]ZeZVd�`ǜVcVU�Sj�cVZ_-
forced concrete, in Khouribga, in 1925, even before the realisation of 
residential settlements, Œņœ built futuristic industrial infrastructure, 
such as the reinforced concrete accumulator designed to store phos-
phate and load it onto wagons for transport to the embarkation station 
Z_�:RdRS]R_TR�

KYZd�UfR]�Raac`RTY�e`�fcSR_�UVgV]`a^V_e�cVǥVTeVU�eYV�T`]`_ZR]�RU-
ministration’s priorities and the technological imperatives of the time. 
@_�:RdRS]R_TR�� RcTYZeVTed� ]Z\V�?V_cZ� Gc`de� R_U�8]SVce� CRacRUV�hVcV�
TcRǋeZ_X�R_�ZUVR]ZdVU�gZdZ`_�`W�R�^`UVc_�T`]`_ZR]�TZej��hZeY�hZUV�S`f]V-
vards, art deco facades, and carefully planned public spaces that would 

1 Revue economique franco Suisse, D�GǖUW�;Zêd[ǦW`�VWe�HZaebZSfWe, in “Revue economi-
bfV�WcR_T`�JfZddV���:YR^ScV�UV�:`^^VcTV�JfZddV�V_�=cR_TV��g`]��ʂʂ��_��ʀʁ��GRcZd��ʀʈʄʂ�
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Khouribga. Open-air mining at a 
new extraction site located in Sidi 
Daoui, where there is a reserve  
of 20 million tonnes of phosphate. 
20 September 1952, Archive: 
Protectorat Maroc / Sélection  
de la résidence générale, N009627. 
Ph: J. Belin.
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Khouribga. Phosphate drying area. 
30 Juin 1941, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N009637. Ph: J. Belin.
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Khouribga. Recette III, 9 Fevrier 
1947, Archive: Protectorat marocain, 
51238, Ph: Anonymous. 
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have met the European sensibilities. Their designs incorporated deco-
rative elements that blended French modernism with selective Moorish 
motifs, creating what became known as the neo-Moroccan style.2

Meanwhile, in Khouribga, the architectural focus was decidedly 
feZ]ZeRcZR_��UcZgV_�Sj�Z_UfdecZR]�VǐTZV_Tj�cReYVc�eYR_�RVdeYVeZT�T`_dZU-
erations. The reinforced concrete accumulator stood as a monument 
to functional design, its massive structure embodying the raw indus-
trial power of the mining operation.

The productive factor was the priority, which is why, in a territory 
where there were few human settlements, industrial installations were 
eYV�Ǡcde�e`�RcZdV��KVTY_`]`XZTR]�cVdVRcTY�Z_eV_dZgV]j�W`TfdVU�`_�UVgV]-
oping advanced factories capable of ensuring high hourly productiv-
ity. In response to this industrial challenge, European engineers and 
builders were strategically mobilized to experiment with innovative 
technological solutions designed to address emerging industrial func-
tions and manufacturing requirements.

Phosphate extraction was at that time a complex industrial pro-
TVdd� Z_g`]gZ_X� dZX_ZǠTR_e�^ReVcZR]�^`gV^V_e� R_U� Z_WcRdecfTefcV� UV-
velopment. The extraction typically required massive earthmoving 
operations to access phosphate rock deposits, with large-scale excava-
tion and transportation of mineral-bearing materials. Mechanization 
a]RjVU�R�TcfTZR]�c`]V�Z_�eYZd�ac`TVdd��?VRgj�^RTYZ_Vcj�]Z\V�]RcXV�ViTR-
vators, front-end loaders, and specialized mining trucks were essen-
eZR]�W`c�VǐTZV_e]j�cV^`gZ_X�`gVcSfcUV_�$dfcWRTV�]RjVcd%�R_U�ViecRTeZ_X�
phosphate-rich rock. Processing facilities had to be designed to handle 
enormous volumes of material, incorporating sophisticated screening, 
crushing, and separation technologies. 

Storage and transportation infrastructure were equally critical. 
Massive storage silos and warehousing systems were required to man-
RXV�ac`TVddVU�aY`daYReV�^ReVcZR]d��:`_gVj`c�djdeV^d��cRZ]�_Veh`c\d��
and specialized transport vehicles were developed to move these ma-
terials from extraction sites to processing plants and ultimately to ag-
ricultural or industrial consumers. To ensure rapid loading of phos-
phates onto railway wagons, that would transport them to the port of 
:RdRS]R_TR��Ze�hRd�_VTVddRcj�e`�`aVcReV�Sj�dZ^a]V�XcRgZej�R_U�]`RU�R_�
V_eZcV�ecRZ_�Re�`_TV	�f_UVc�eYVdV�T`_UZeZ`_d��Œņœ decided that it was 
essential to build an accumulator that would have covered the loading 
tracks to form, in a sense, a covered station.

Following a competition among specialists, the proposal of the 
JhZdd�V_XZ_VVc�?V_cj�C`ddZVc�e`XVeYVc�hZeY�eYV�GRcZdZR_�T`_decfTeZ`_�
T`^aR_j�=`fccé�0�IY`UVd3�hRd�dV]VTeVU��=`fccé�0�IY`UVd�R_U�C`ddZVc�
had collaborated a few years earlier on designing a series of twelve 
airship hangars for the French Navy in Montebourg, Normandy, to be 
used for monitoring maritime routes to deal with Germany’s increased 

ʁ� :`YV_� AVR_�C`fZd�� <]VS�D`_ZbfV��;SeST^S`US	�EkfZWe� Wf� ǦYgdWe� V�g`W� ShW`fgdW� gd-
baine��?RkR_��GRcZd�� ʀʈʈʇ
�V_X]ZdY�VUZeZ`_��:`YV_� AVR_�C`fZd��<]VS�D`_ZbfV��;SeS-
T^S`US	�;a^a`[S^�EkfZe�S`V�9dUZ[fWUfgdS^�NW`fgdWe, Monacelli Press, New York, 2003.

ʂ� NZ]]^�=céUécZT��9UUg_g^SfWgd�W`�Têfa`�Sd_ê�bagd�^W�efaU]SYW�Wf�^W�UZSdYW_W`f�Vg�bZae-
bZSfW�VW�UZSgj��Ü�Cagd[YZS�$ESdaU%��Z_��CV�>é_ZV�:ZgZ]���GRcZd��ʁʃ�AR_fRcj�ʀʈʁʄ�
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Khouribga. Phosphate Drying Plant, 
1 April 1947, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N009639. Ph: J. Belin.
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Maroc: the large phosphate silo 
in Kourigha, Archives: Of!ce du 
Protectorat marocain. A006054,  
Ph: Anonymous 
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submarine warfare.4�KYV�UZ^V_dZ`_d�`W�eYV�?R_XRc�U�<TRfddV-
ville, built between 1917 and 1919, were considerable, with a 
height of 32 m and a length of 150 m. This innovative airship 
station5 served as an extraordinary example for imagining the 
new phosphate loading station in Khouribga, with its particu-
larly complex operation, pioneered to solve new needs never ad-
dressed before. The dimensions of the new factory, built entirely 
in reinforced concrete, approached those of the hangar with a 
length of 120 m, a width of 60 m, and a height of 16 m, 400 pil-
lars, and six railway lines; around it, countless processing build-
ings occupied an area equal to a medium-sized city (!gs. 4-7). 

Land occupation of the Khouribga territory began with the 
construction of the industrial city and would have extended, to 
house workers and employees of the mining industry, through 
the construction of the European city and the Indigenous city 
according to the colonial logic that had already characterised the con-
decfTeZ`_�`W�:RdRS]R_TR�Re�eYV�SVXZ__Z_X�`W�eYV�ʁɿth�:V_efcj�

The industrial town of Khouribga cannot be considered as a sed-
imentary space whose genesis could be thought of in terms of con-
tinuity and integration with an historical space; on the contrary, it 
Ǡed� Z_e`�R� T`]`_ZR]� ]`XZT� `W� [fieRa`dZeZ`_� `c� VgV_� cfaefcV�hZeY� eYV�
pre-existing order.

More generally, the foundation narratives, which can be read 
through a wide literature produced on the colonial city, emphasise 
eYV�UVdZcV��^R_ZWVdeVU� Wc`^�eYV�Ǡcde�jVRcd�`W�eYV�VdeRS]ZdY^V_e�`W�
the French protectorate, to operate a metaphor of physical and cul-
tural distance from a pre-existing environment creating a new type 
of urban settlement that stood in contrast to traditional Moroccan 
cities and villages. 

Pascon and Lazarew6�_`eV�Y`h�eYV�Ǡcde�̂ Z_Z_X�gZ]]RXVd�hVcV�W`f_U-
ed with the sole purpose of housing the workforce of the mines and 
Œņœ� `ǐTVd��KYZd� Z_eV_eZ`_�h`f]U� d``_�ac`gV� e`� SV� Z_� T`_ecRUZTeZ`_�
with the tendency towards autonomy of the inhabitants. The environ-
ment in which Moroccan workers were forced to live was no longer the 
rural one they were used to; however, they could not escape what had 
_`h�SVT`^V�eYV�`_]j�a`ddZS]V�h`c\�Z_�eYV�RcVR	�aY`daYReV�ViecRTeZ`_�7

The development of Khouribga was therefore strictly linked to the 
sole development of its fundamental economic activity. From its birth, 
Rd�R_�fcSR_�� Tf]efcR]�� R_U�a`]ZeZTR]�ac`[VTe�� eYV�^Z_Z_X� TZej� V_eVcVU�
into the register of duality and separation, where two social orders 

4 Gouault Émile, D�SêdaefSf[a`�_Sd[f[_W��Z_��CV�>é_ZV�TZgZ]���_��ʀʈʂʀ��ʀʅ�8fXfde�ʀʈʀʈ�aa��
ʀʃʀ̕ʀʃʆ�

5 Lieutenant-colonel G. Espitallier, DWe�haİfWe�W`�Têfa`�Sd_ê�VS`e�^S�UaghWdfgdW�VWe�TÚf[-
_W`fe��DW�ZS`YSd�VW�Ea`fWTagdY�bagd�TS^^a`e�V[d[YWST^We��Z_��CV�>é_ZV�TZgZ]���_��ʀʈʂʃ��ʅ�
dVaeV^SVc�ʀʈʀʈ��aa��ʁʀʂ̕ʁʀʇ�

6 Lazarev Grigori, Pascon Paul, ?Wef[a`�VWe�h[^^SYWe�_[`[Wde� Œņœ, Rabat, 1969.
7 Bianco Luisa, =_[YdSdW�VS^�ESdaUUa��Kcg[^[Td[� eaU[a�S_T[W`fS^[�WV�WeaVa�VS�g`�ba^a�

_[`WdSd[a�$CZagd[TYS%�ʌʔʍʌ̡ʍʋʌʎ� Rubettino, Soveria Mannelli, 2015.

 
6
Advertising of Etablissements 
Fourré & Rhodes, in: Chantiers. 
Revue illustrée de la construction 
en Afrique du Nord, n. 1, 1950.  
pp. 66-68. 
 
 
7
Khouribga, OCP drying plant, 
20 September 1952, Archive: 
Protectorat Maroc / Sélection de  
la résidence générale, N009638.
Ph: J. Belin.
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faced each other and interwove their unequal social relations, accen-
tuated by cultural and physical distance, through the mediation of 
urban and architectural space.8 This logic was characterised by the 
mobilization action of potential local workforce and by a totalitarian 
d`TZR]�a`]ZTj��eYc`fXY�eYV�e`eR]�^R_RXV^V_e�`W�eYV�a`af]ReZ`_��ǠiVU�Z_�
multiple areas of the territory by mean of the daily life activities. The 
Œņœ not only controlled their labour but also shaped their daily lives 
through the provision of housing, services, and social infrastructure, 
creating a form of industrial paternalism that both supported and con-
strained the worker community.

BY`fcZSXR�R_U�eYV�TZeZVd�`W�eYV�Ff]VU�8SU`f_�SRdZ_�eVccZe`cj� $9`f-
]R_`fRcV��9`f[_ZSR��?ReeR_V%�dY`f]U�SV�f_UVcde``U�Rd�aRceZTf]Rc�T`-
lonial cities, in the sense that, unlike other contemporary examples, 
for instance in nearby Algeria, they present no original imperial aes-
thetics, they were minor centre that functioned as a system for drain-
ing local wealth through colonisation. These mining cities represent 
an interesting case study, specially if related to how urban cultures 
V^VcXV�R_U�Vg`]gV��SVZ_X�eYV�UVdZX_��`ǋeV_�Vi�_ZYZ]`��`W�R_�fcSR_�RcVR�
that breaks sharply with the indigenous society, characterised by a 
rural lifestyle, attracting, besides the inhabitants of the mining re-
XZ`_�� aV`a]V� Wc`^�gVcj�UZǜVcV_e� Tf]efcR]� T`_eVied�R_U� `ǋeV_� cV^`eV�
regions. For this reason, Œņœ had to provide housing and facilities to 
all these people and their families and, in 1925, planned the settle-
^V_e�`W�BY`fcZSXR��KYV�UZǜVcV_e�d`TZR]�T]RddVd�R_U�eYV�UZǜVcV_e�c`]Vd�
of workers within the phosphate industry were also manifested in the 
dYRaV�`W�eYV�TZej��hYZTY��Rd�Z_�:RdRS]R_TR�R_U�Rd�Z_�eYV�ViaVcZV_TV�`W�
many European foundation cities, was planned in a clearly divided 
cadre city and workers’ city. 

The European city of Khouribga, substantially built for employees 
and managers mostly from France, was composed of more than three 
hundred urban houses, whose blocks were interspersed with hotels, 
dY`ad��R_U�`ǐTVd
� Z_�eYV�d`feY�RcVRd�`W�eYV�TZej��^R_j�gZ]]Rd�`W�UZW-
ferent sizes, surrounded by small gardens, were built, indicating the 
corporate role of its inhabitant. The architecture of the European city 
did not seek any local aesthetics or mimicry, the language seemed to 
be borrowed from contemporary European garden cities or from the 
cVdVRcTY�Z_ec`UfTVU�Sj�RcTYZeVTed�R_U�fcSR_�a]R__Vcd�W`c�eYV�UVǠ_Z-
tion of urban blocks (!g. 8).

Œņœ�R]d`�YRU�e`�SfZ]U�dVgVcR]�afS]ZT�SfZ]UZ_Xd��dfTY�Rd�a`de�`ǐT-
es, administrative buildings, and primary and professional schools to 
ensure daily life, but above all to ensure adequate professional train-
ing related to mining activity for Europeans and natives. It was also 
necessary to build health facilities, as Khouribga was too far from the 

ʇ� 8SUV]^R[ZU�8ccZW��DS�h[^^W�Ua^a`[S^W�Sg�ESdaU, communication at the seminar “Archi-
eVTefcVd� Via`ceéVd	� ecR_dWVced�� ViaécZ^V_eReZ`_d�� ^éeZddRXVd��� CRS`cRe`ZcV� LcSR^R�
$L_ZgVcdZeé� UV�K`fcd%�� ébfZaV� ŏńń� $<8GRcZd�]R�MZ]]VeeV%�� ]RS`cRe`ZcV� CRUcYRfd� $]�<8�
Versailles), Tours, 1993.

 
8
Khouribga. The European city. Aerial 
view. 9 September 1942, Archive: 
Protectorat Maroc / Sélection de  
la résidence Générale, N009648.
Ph: J. Belin.
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most important Moroccan cities; then various sports facilities, a house 
for theatrical, musical, and cinematographic performances, and a club 
house with reading and game rooms reserved for engineers were pro-
vided for the physical and mental development of the population.9 
The maintenance of all these buildings, many of which had separate 
structures for the Europeans and for the Moroccans, but also that of 
roads, squares, and public facilities, of the entire European settle-
ment, was under the responsibility of Œņœ as well as infrastructure 
for water supply, since the semi-desert area forced them to transport 
drinking water from many kilometres away to be stored in a tank in 
the centre of the city. Engineering works overlapped with those of ar-
chitecture, where the former managed to be an expression of research 
and innovation while the latter remained bound to a generic image of 
European garden city.

D`cV�eYR_�ǠǋeVV_�jVRcd�RǋeVc�eYV�deRce�̀ W�̂ Z_Z_X�RTeZgZej��Œņœ decid-
ed to build, not far from the European quarter and near the industrial 
complex of the loading station, a settlement for mine workers who un-
til then had been forced to live in precarious conditions (!g. 9). The 
leaders of Œņœ�$Z_�]Z_V�hZeY�eYV�T`_decfTeZ`_�`W�eYV�ņŒŖŘŐń city – the 
workers’ city built by French architect Edmond Brion in 1932, in the 
RcVR�TR]]VU�I`TYVd�E`ZcVd��T]`dV�e`�eYV�D`c`TTR_�JfXRc�:`^aR_j�WRT-
tory), decided to undertake the design and construction of two work-
Vcd��TZeZVd��eh`�Z_UZXV_`fd�dVee]V^V_ed��Z_�eYV�TZeZVd�`W�9`f[_ZSR�R_U�
Khouribga, between 1938 and 1940.

The architecture of the new workers’ cities of Khouribga and Bou-
[_ZSR� W`]]`hVU�eYRe�ViaVcZ^V_eVU�Sj�9cZ`_� W`c�ņŒŖŘŐń�city, and as 
hZeY�eYV�]ReeVc��eYV�VǜVTed�`W�aVcdaVTeZgV�cVdVRcTY�TR_�SV�W`f_U�hZeYZ_�
eYV�V_T]`dfcV��<U^`_U�GRfej�$YVRU�`W�eYV�?Zde`cZT�D`_f^V_ed�JVc-
vice of the French Protectorate of Morocco) wrote that Edmond Brion 
knew how to bring into these new cities the atmosphere of ancient 
medinas through the capricious circuit of streets, unexpected inter-
dVTeZ`_d�UVT`cReVU�hZeY�W`f_eRZ_d��eYV�`gVcǥ`h�`W�ecV]]ZdVd�RS`gV�eYV�
fences, many small details that are acquired through patient observa-
tion from the indigenous environment.10�?V�hRd�cVWVccZ_X�aRceZTf]Rc]j�
e`�9cZ`_�d�h`c\�W`c�:RdRS]R_TR��Sfe�Ze�Zd�R]d`�a`ddZS]V�e`�ReecZSfeV�Ze�e`�
the context of workers’ cities built for Œņœ (!gs. 10, 11).

KYV�h`c\Vcd�� TZeZVd�`W�BY`fcZSXR�R_U�9`f[_ZSR��SfZ]e� dZ^f]eR_V-
ously with the same workforce and with the same materials, were con-
ceived following the model of a small medina, with everything that 
belongs to it, such as the mosque, the Koranic school, the oven, the 
hRdYY`fdV��eYV�D``cZdY�TRWé��eYV�YR^^R^��R�]RcXV�dbfRcV�hZeY�dY`ad��

ʈ� KYV�d`TZR]�dVXcVXReZ`_�SVehVV_�<fc`aVR_�R_U�D`c`TTR_�a`af]ReZ`_d�hRd�cVǥVTeVU�
not only in housing but also in daily life. While sharing the same employer, the two 
communities had separate social clubs, markets, and recreational facilities. The Mo-
roccan quarter developed its own culture, with traditional souks and gathering places 
eYRe�dVcgVU�Rd�Z^a`ceR_e�T`^^f_Zej�YfSd��;VdaZeV�eYV�T`^aR_j�d�Vǜ`ced�e`�ac`gZUV�
adequate facilities for all residents, the disparity in living conditions and amenities 
between the European and Moroccan sections remained notable.

10 Pauty Edmond, LdSV[f[a`�Wf�_aVWd`[e_W�S�;SeST^S`US, in “Architecture”, n. 4; p. 140.

 
9
Khouribga. The New Moroccan 
city. Vue d'avion. 9 September 
1942, Archive: Protectorat Maroc / 
Sélection de la résidence générale, 
N009644. Ph: J. Belin.
 
10
Khouribga. The New Moroccan city. 
4 April 1947, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N26750. Ph: J. Belin.
 
11
Khouribga. The New Medina Mosque. 
1 April 1947, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N009645. Ph: J. Belin.
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souks, and the city walls. The houses were white, low, with a patio in 
8cRS�dej]V��VgV_�ZW�eYV�]Rj`fe�hRd�RǜVTeVU�Sj�R�cReZ`_R]Zde�R_U�cVXf]Rc�
setting, perhaps dictated by reasons of construction economy. These 
worker’s cities were characterised by a white and rational architec-
ture that generates a contradiction compared with the structure of 
ancient medinas. As in ņŒŖŘŐń�TZej��Z_�BY`fcZSXR�R_U�9`f[_ZSR�^R_j�
Moroccan decorative elements were in evidence, such as fountains, 
doors, carved wooden or stone corbels, square or octagonal minarets, 
citations that seek to bring to memory the character of ancient medi-
nas, with the willingness to design cities through a desire to restore 
an atmosphere marked by the seal of friendly urbanity (!gs. 12, 13).11 

Already during the 1920s, in peripheral areas of Khouribga, and near 
what would become the new medina, Œņœ had built on its own land, 
a series of douars $ejaZTR]�D`c`TTR_� Z_UZXV_`fd�gZ]]RXVd%�hZeY�_f-
merous cone-shaped huts of reeds and straw, the noualas, where life 
was supposed to be conducted according to the traditional nomad’s 
peasant style. Many men, who would work in the phosphate facto-

ries, would have been able to cultivate the land, partially 
maintaining their traditions. They were called stabilisation 
villages or adaptation settlements, born with the aim of 
making a nomadic population sedentary. In 1929 Œņœ had 
organised a stabilisation perimeter where were inserted 
some blocks composed of four dwellings of two rooms, for 
a total of 32 units without services, suitable to accommo-
date workers from neighbouring tribes. Beyond the stabi-
lisation perimeter, Œņœ tried to cope with the continuous 

Z_ǥfi� `W� h`c\Vcd� Sj� decfTefcZ_X� gZ]]RXVd� T`^a`dVU� `W� ecRUZeZ`_R]�
residential units. The douar�`W�eYV�:`_TRddVfcd� $ʀʈʁʈ%��eYRe�`W�eYV�
<dTfcZVd�$ʀʈʂɿ%��R_U�eYV�douar�`W�:cZS]RXV�$ʀʈʂʂ%��hVcV�decfTefcVU�
to prevent tents used as temporary housing by workers from being 
distributed in a disorderly manner throughout the mining territory, 
but also with the purpose of being able to better control the workers 
eYV^dV]gVd��KYV�]ReeVc�hVcV�]Vǋe�hZeY�eYV�Z]]fdZ`_�`W�SVZ_X�RS]V�e`�acV-
serve their traditions and rhythms of life, but in reality, this became 
Z_TcVRdZ_X]j�UZǐTf]e�

With the ongoing development of extraction activities and phos-
phate processing, the number of immigrant residents had grown, as 
YRU�eYV�_f^SVcd�`W�h`c\Vcd�R_U�V^a]`jVVd
�eYV�`S[VTeZgV�hRd�eYVcVW`cV�
to make it easier for indigenous immigrants, who wanted to work in 
the mines, to make the transition from nomadic life and agricultural 
occupation to permanent residence and wage labour, without suddenly 
and completely alienating them from their previous habits. This was the 
reason why each worker was granted free of charge a hectare of irriga-

11� DVǜcV�>Zd]YRZ_V��9dUZ[fWUfgdW�_SdaUS[`W�Vg�ŜŜ�e[ðU^W��=V_a`V�:d[a`�Wf�9gYgefW�;SVWf, 
Senso Unico Éditions, Mohammedia, 2010, p. 179.

12
Bou-Iniba. New Moroccan city in  
the phosphate region of Khouribga,  
9 February 1955, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N008940. Ph: J. Belin.
 
13
Bou-Iniba. New Moroccan city in  
the phosphate region of Khouribga, 
9 February 1955, Archive: Protectorat 
Maroc / Sélection de la résidence 
générale, N008940. Ph: J. Belin.
 
14
Khouribga: the natives’ douar 
consisting of reed and straw huts 
(stabilization village/village de 
stabilisation), in “Geographica 
Helvetica”, 31 December 1947. 
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ble land to cultivate (!g. 14).12 The construction of a linear and 
multilevel housing block provided houses for single men and 
constituted a further attempt to formalise a new housing system 
that would then be additionally developed and structured at the 
end of the 1930s with the construction of the new medina.

The white city, the medina, which was supposed to re-
semble a traditional settlement, was in reality an architecture 
within which it had become necessary to adapt and learn to 
live through a transition period. Living with an ever-increasing 
number of families, the new proportions of housing, standardised liv-
Z_X�TVceRZ_]j�`ǜVcVU�RUgR_eRXVd��Sfe�eYV�Y`fdZ_X�^`UV]�hRd�deZ]]�gVcj�
distant from the inhabitants’ living habits.

It was necessary to learn to live all together in a city that at the 
time must have seemed a kind of fortress with fences and gates that 
guaranteed security for the inhabitants but at the same time oppres-
dZ`_�R_U�T`_ec`]	�R�TZej�Wf]]�`W�dVcgZTVd�Sfe�Re�eYV�dR^V�eZ^V�R�T`^-
W`ceRS]V�acZd`_��@e�Zd�a`ddZS]V�e`�Z^RXZ_V�R�Ǡcde�UZd`cZV_eReZ`_�`W�eYV�
inhabitants, of the workers who moved to the city with their families, 
mediated by the creation within the city of small neighbourhoods, 
capable of accommodating workers and families from the same geo-
XcRaYZTR]�RcVRd�`W�D`c`TT`��e`�UVǠ_V�T`^^f_ZeZVd�R_U�e`�V_dfcV�eYV�
perpetuation of their traditions.

By the mid-1950s, the ;[fê�Vg�KêUZSYW, the sum of the workers’ 
settlements, assumed the structure of a real city which occupied the 
southeast area of Khouribga, near the large industrial processing 
plant. This complex residential system included the large stabilisa-
eZ`_�aVcZ^VeVc��hZeY�Y`fdVd�R_U� ]R_U� W`c�h`c\Vcd�UVǠ_VU� Z_�ʀʈʁʈ��
the ancient medina built in 1938, the housing for unmarried men 
R_U�eYV�T`_decfTeZ`_�`W�eYV�GéaZ_ZïcV�UZdecZTe�$ʀʈʄʄ%�(!g. 15), which 
housed both European and Moroccan employees, and the new medi-
_R�SfZ]e�Z_�ʀʈʄʃ��KYV�]ReeVc�hRd�T`_TVZgVU�hZeY�UZǜVcV_e�ac`a`ceZ`_d�
compared to the previous one. While in the ancient medina the di-
mensions of the streets had been conceived to allow the passage 
`W� U`_\Vjd� $hYZTY�Re� eYV� eZ^V�hVcV� e`� SV� T`_dZUVcVU�Rd� eYV�^RZ_�
means of transport), the size of the spaces in the new medina ac-
T`cUZ_X�e`�R_�RXXcVXReZgV�^`UV]�SRdVU�`_�eYV�XcZU�djdeV^�UVǠ_VU�
by Michel Ecochard, were to be considered in relation to the more 
modern means of transport such as the car. The small one-storey 
patio houses of the old medina were transformed here into larger 
and better-equipped dwellings, measuring eight metres by eight me-
tres, echoing the structure of the cells developed during the same 
aVcZ`U�Sj�<T`TYRcU� Z_�:RdRS]R_TR�13 The low-density and low-cost 
housing schemes aimed to synthesise modernist ideals with vernac-
ular elements and industrialised construction principles, everything 

12 Suter Karl, ESda]]a�[`�VWd�FSUZ]d[WYelW[f��Z_��>V`XcRaYZTR�?V]gVeZTR���ʂʀ�;VTV^SVc�
ʀʈʃʆ��g`]��ʁ��aa��ʁʁʈ̕ʁʃʁ�

13� @_�:RdRS]R_TR�� W`c�eYV�UVdZX_�`W�Y`fdZ_X�dVee]V^V_ed� W`c�h`c\Vcd�T`^Z_X� Wc`^�cfcR]�
areas, Ecochard designed a plan based on a grid dimensioned according to a patio-type 
UhV]]Z_X��hYZTY�$YV�SV]ZVgVU%�hRd�^`cV�dfZeRS]V�e`�eYV�_VVUd�`W�WfefcV�Z_YRSZeR_ed��

15 
Khouribga. Quartier de la Pépinière: 
construction of housing for Moroccan 
supervisory staff. 9 February 1955, 
Archive: Protectorat Maroc / 
Sélection de la résidence générale 
N008941. Ph: J. Belin.
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was rational, the spaces in the market square were accessible from 
the “gate of freedom” were spacious and enriched by the presence 
of trees, seating areas, gardens. The new medina took the form of a 
modern city and, despite its enclosure, found a close relationship with 
its surroundings. The structure of the market space emphasised the 
UVdZcV�W`c�RcTYZeVTefcR]�cVdVRcTY�Rd�eYV�^`UVc_Zej�eR\Z_X�a]RTV�Z_�:Rd-
ablanca, but at the same time sought to preserve the traditions that 
saw the coexistence of shops and temporary sales activities, making 
this space particularly used and alive.

:RdRS]R_TR�cV^RZ_d�R�^`UV]�e`�]``\�fa�e`��VgV_�ZW�eYV�UZTY`e`^j�
SVehVV_�:RdRS]R_TR�d�T`]`_ZR]�fcSR_ZdReZ`_�R_U�BY`fcZSXR�d�Z_UfdecZ-
R]�UVgV]`a^V_e�cVǥVTeVU�Sc`RUVc�eV_dZ`_d�hZeYZ_�D`c`TT`�d�^`UVc_-
ZdReZ`_�ac`TVdd��hYVcV� VT`_`^ZT� Z^aVcReZgVd� `ǋeV_� e``\�acVTVUV_TV�
over social considerations, and where technological innovation coex-
isted with traditional ways of life. 

K`URj��eYV�RcTYZeVTefcR]� ]VXRTj�`W�eYRe�aVcZ`U�T`_eZ_fVd�e`� Z_ǥf-
ence these cities, serving as a reminder of the complex relationship 
between colonial power, industrial development, and urban planning 
in early 20th�:V_efcj�D`c`TT`��D`cV`gVc��UVdaZeV�eYV�Z_ZeZR]�T`]`_ZR]�
vision of these settlements, as purely functional spaces for resource 
extraction, the inhabitants gradually had developed their own social 
networks, cultural practices, and forms of resistance. The very rigidi-
ty of the colonial urban planning inadvertently created spaces where 
workers could forge new identities and communities, merging their 
rural heritage with their industrial present.
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