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Insula Studies. From Evidence to Agency.
The Making of the Pompeii Sample

Antonella Coralin

Summary

Tt is well knowrw, ard accepied by all, that g besic umit of the Boman
ity is the bovk. This is B sivallest cell that generates it srban fab-
i, v P frema i dinal peseaech am anciest urisor arpamiseas s ta

shart. This awereness hus, fosiever, abaarys sirugglad fo fraaslate itself
It prsvarcly sl Stiemlific edftbor even fmocoses §mowirdcll ererial
evideror wosld fave allowed an insula-based approach, due alie fo
e pivhness wadf quinlity of thie dota, the approach by single building
widd, puliic or private, as svuded up dosilnating. Hovever, there are
snr fenparlaml excephions. Siarfing from Fhese, the paper strives io
frage  alovy of imsula staies, lnaking for good poactices and sustiniin-
whle pudets. The dnevitably somple is the primcipal Vessdan sife.
.".-.-rﬂln‘jl.

TUmE

i vtale pevar ddfTide Pédinment e base d'une vitle romunne comime
1l AN alie aveisennn, W 5agit e bk plies pelite miild arbaing of ¢t
o afuee ahoit piidve e eegfaeroler s des orgamises mrbains sndigue
frfenis, M 5'enl hewtjimars sl arvadu e comendiser cethe volomdd au mi-
ke Bt pewforrehor of dles dhudes selemtifiaars, Mérar dares es cas oi
rinchuncs iaddriclo awricet permeis ure approcie basde sar Kin-
Vapprosive por it abe btivest imdividel, gu's sodt pebll o
st dimposdy, vdianenent en natsor de b gsantitd of e fa il
v hinreses alfspainiivhes, O fecemise Towfefors quelipaes. enropriom
curen, A parte by cefles-cl, artiole strace Dlidsodne eles A
il wd desaty e oo fes pndllundes es plias peobarntes of les mi
bl e Ulenermple inovesfourmahle & ool digard et ben entemadi
it vty gt s dlrgsait s Vombse di Vésave Pompdd

Hive purpese of this article is o disouss the role of insala
anel imsala-type studies In one of the most famous ex-
amples in the discoure on Roman cities'. Its subject is not
only dnsula excavations, previously examined by Henry
Hurst?, but abso, in a wider sense, all research prsjects iwith
ot without excavations, stratigraphic or otherwise) whose
Focus i o city black (2. an urban space surrounded by
et or indesd any morphologically homogeneous area
ssCh as the sector of a necropolis?,

What has been - and indeed what could be - the role
played by the insde-based approach in understanding
Komian cities? What directions have insila studdies taken?
What have been their results? In an attempl 1o answer
Thie s questangys, this paper will review the maost important
Mntributicns dueing the Last century highlighting neot
Uik B pesdty ol specilic rescarch prijects that have en-

Zusammeniassung

Iher Hawaerivock wind allgermedn als dhis Gromdolement der mimisciven
Staudp mopriavant und abpeptierr. Er st alie Kfevste sifdrisohe Einfedt,
wornd st Ehe mney e Forschumg diber anitke Stodtorg o usiem aiesge-
e Dhigse Erkemntmds b cich jeadoch stets mur solmer by Funrsy fourviy?
i wiserrascluaiftiche Rearbriturg uoiseten hosen, Sefbst do Fillen,
i denen e smatericlien Refursle sfnen sula-taiveien. Ansielz -
Db rarten, hat sich desbunlly - michi pwferet awol aufgraesd der Memge
und Quearlitdd der vorhamadveen o - ey Amsanz mick efmecinem Ge-
bamedpeinhiten, of dfferiich oder privief, darclgeserze, Es gite jeiogly
winige wirhrige Ascienrtoreor. Amgeheond son diccem peichmed der Hedtnig
e Cresdfriciele dker Trisinka- Swaiver mach amad sched mach Fewahrten Vie-
fiatvrgre g aaghbealtipen Modetlen, Dvs uriragsivgliohe Seisplel dabel
int mardidediche dlie wichtiystr kit i soanintelisarer Natae s Vesuvs:

Prommpeid.

Riastunio

A wesale dlefl Foodatn oeilin ofR rumain, guaale st base dell organi-
wivast iebyanes, & iradversalmamite ot ¢ dooebhao, Fiinsula, fndipenden-
Feamenite ool wuien fiinissa, P i i degodi, & cetlislin avriinng diefa
grighin b oo ¢ quisli datlTvsala ol doveebbe partise Panalisi
eletler v, Chuestin cowanapevioler ot i, taravi, spesso dgovinato tind-
Ie alifficolta nel tovese applivasionr meila prssi deila sioerod ¢ alelia
pubhlicagiome ded risidfend eache sef ce im o Pevbdesia periale
arilion i sarelle preitaban oo dom apgpeocoio o seale N Dnsula, aedchie in
petgrone adelio ricohieera ¢ guanlild ded aiti, Papprovcds o scald o stngols
ealificii, pubsblive o privife, bl fivito por dirmiisne, Noi s pimicd-
dr, uftirria, raporfanti eoceskond, Premdesshe Ie omsse ok agsinde ol
corfo el tris dare s stor i okeglo vheadd o seaha oy ksl il riger-
el alt busiaree pratic fre & medellt sestemibali. Campivie inevitabile, if pit
(TP TrEE PRl § AL vesiia, Pome.

riched archaeological archives and interpretations, bt al-
w metadata and paradata, such as methodological prefer.
ences, operational srategics and forms of publication. The
Pompeii sample was selected for multi ple reasons: primari-
lv, the high incidence of insila studies at this site, a5 well as
its highly distinctive evidence, as rich as it is problematic,

1 I wonld ke 1 thend Sven Strsumann for s imyicaieie o s
carslerence and lor incleling this paper-in e pobilicstion: | s
indetied 1o Geome Setcalf for biy cameful reading and Lingiaags:
pevakion of the texil. Regarding the contens, the mespoirsibalisy g
AN eRrods is mine

2 Huest 2011

i PRurse 20T, 6 L For the snecient mvanings of the term il ™ sy
Sacaey D984 ansd [ uboalog MIE1 308400
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The most significant experfenoes soquined at other sites
helped 1o contextualise the Pompeii case studies. In the
archacology of the Roman city, the choice of the insla as
the unit of analysis appears to have been determined by
the need to adopt a more comprehensive approach, 45 op-
posed to the more common practice of tackling individual
buikdings, which almost abways ignored the smaller amd
less glamorouws wnits?, For stwdies of Roman town planning
{and life), the fmsube (of any morphologically homoge-
reecnes uibhan area) represents the medivm scale, the *local
neighbourhoeod™, bridging the gap between the cily as a
whaole and individual buildings®,

This irssela-based approach has seen many vardations,
influenced by their physical and cultural contexts and by
the nature of the evidence. At archacological sites with a
long history, above all Pompedi, steatigraphic excavations
may not be as necessary of as fruitful as "excavations” of
archives, storage spaces and libraries, As the main tool of
alibi archaeologies, these excavations exirg sl are almed
at rediscovering archaeslogical evidence that has already
been brought to light, but for which published studies are
Incomplete or non-existent, in an attempt o assess its
whole life, modern and ancient®,

In the last century, the schentific litcratun: on the
Roman World underwent a transition from the anabysis of
acity block primarily {or exclusively) in terms of its archi-
tectural forms to o reading of the fmsula (and the urban
settlement o which it belonged) in accordance with a
multi-dimensional approach, combining social, cultural
and economic perspectives”.

The richest season for fmsuls studies started in the
1980s, when an increasing number of insula-based publi-
cations began to appear, in the form of both preliminary
reports and monographs, as a result of research projects
that had been started in the previous two decades, In these
studies the city block is not always the actual unit of analy.
§is: in many cases, now as then, it plays the mle of topo.
graphical unit, a “container™ for smaller-scale investiga-
tons® or transversal research Into specific topics®, Even
whien It has been the unit of analysis, the desubs has rarely
been examined as a whole in accordance with a compre-
hensive approach. Indecd, much mone frequently, the ho-
Tistic stratepy seems to have remained inthe research agen-
da witbvoust being translated into operational practice. Very
rarely has the city Block been read as an episode of urban
history inits fullest sense, with efercoce 1o its social, cul-
fural and economic aspects: nob merely as @ mone o less
intermally comsistent set of spaces {budll, decorated, lur-
nished), but above all as a system of inhatsied spaces and
obrjects imowse, and in furn the resull of multiple entanghe
ments bretween humans and things'2. Finally, even when
the research has been extensive, holistic and complete, it
has often takemn 5o long o be published as to jeepardise the
adegquate communication of the results, The feswbe-based
projects that have been maost successiul st producing a de-

T Ansonella Coraling

finitive scientific edition within a rcasonable timeframe
have been those focusing on specific topics and lines of
enquiry, due either to the nature of the case study, of Mmaone
often 1o contingent factors such as economic reasons., In
these cases, marrowing the forus made it possible to pre-
sent data and interpretations iy prompily and thereby
gor vobd Lhe risk of leaving research unpublished. Beyvond
Pompeil, where there are more long-term imsube-based
projects than anywhere ¢lse, a good example of an irsula
stucly that was published within an acceptable period is
the Dutch Project on beswda VDT at Ostia®, In the 19705 this
city hlock was selected as a case study by a team headed
by Johannes 5 Boersma, focusing on its structural and
functional evolution and architectural and wrban plan-
ning. From 1973 to 1976, the fnsela was the subject of a
pregramme of documentation and analysks of 1is standing
structures, with two maln purposes: (1) “preserving them
fiour future generations, at least on paper”, given the impos-
sibility of preserving *"indefinitely the ruins in their re-
stored state®, and (L), “the tentative reconstruction of
thelr earlier construction history™™, The year 1985 saw the
publication of the manograph with the project™ nesalts,
Twao decades after the start of the Boersama Project, a similar
rescarch strategy was proposed by the Reading Ostia
Project for Insuda | IV, with a stronger integration between
excavation amd survey !,

Duiring the 1970&, in & growing numises of rescanch
projects, the city block iself, no longer a simple container
of individual buildings, began ta become the main abject
of interest, At the same time, alongside the new excava-
thorns, interest in archaeological evidence already brougin
ta light {but not published, or onby partially so) began to
grow, However, the shift from moeno-dimensional studies
to holisthe analyses would take another twenily years. To
date, the largest and most complete experiences, in terms
of both methods and results, can be found in the anchae-
alogy of Roaan Britain, in the Silchester case study. Since
the late 19905, the "Silchester bl 1X Town Life Project
(1997 -2006)" has adopted a global approach, encompass-

4 As, bul programmatically, the *Hauser in Pompep®™ project (@8evif
Stiocka 1980 Stiocka F981; SErocka M),

§  ¥Ynnmila MK0.
o U he e rated vacavalion ot il scale o Dlee Hersbaoouwn
aiid Fosnpets sampley see Coralund 2007 ¢ Hereulimveasl aml Coes-
Lo 2UH IS | Pamparti)

P B samdlar e b ihe pewech on deellings see Wallace-
mdrill 2o

B Bopsne ot all 2009 {Agripreaws, Iinde (][0

¥ Bracool/Lanel 2630

10 U the entanglement betweon Daipens and things s Hocdiber
20000 ; Mloschibier 20116,

1 Bowrsma 1545,

12 Bocrana 19445 1.

17 Dhellabne!Wilkinscn 1599

Ther blakingg of dhie Pompeil Sample
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ing large-scale stratligrphle excavations [oovering ome thind
of the ity Block and archacometry, Equal importance was
given to sructural evidence, material culture and blologi-
cal and environmental data, with the support of geochem.
istry and studies of micromarphology™, The publicathon
strateggy is Poveo-pronged; on the one hamd, artbcles in e
ced Journaly focusing on pan lcular themes arlslog from
the project; on the other, o serbes of perod-based moane-
graphs, the first of which dealt with the (nal phase of oc-
cupation',

With due consbileration of (he differences between (e
two case studies (one, Calleva AtrobafienySllchester, a ity
with a contisnions life, the other, Fompell, an uebs intermap
il the Silchester besula 1X Project also represents a useful
benchmiark for the Pompell samiple. Indeed, it has helped
both to evaluate past experiences and (o enrch the agenda
of those scholars who seek to address Pomipeil (and other
YVesuvian sites) with new questions and mew methods, in
accordance with more recent thearetical reflections and
operational practice in archaeology, classical and other-
wise. The Silchester Project has some affinity with fnsula
studies in Poampeii: one of its directors, Micheel Fulford,
also worrked on the project on Fompeit's fisele 19, and the
main aim of both Initiatives was to reveal the history of
human occupation of the selected site in every possible
detail e,

Rethinking the Pompeii sample

It is difficult to deny the role that the most famous wibs fe-
terrupie, Pompeil, still plays in classical archaeology, and
especially in the discourse on Roman lown planning,
wheere it comtinues to be one of the most important podnits
of reference. “Pompell reminds ws of the reality of urban
life in Rowmran times™'Y, What Roger Ling wiote in 1997 ts
atill valid today, Parmpeii remains the most complete sam-
e foar understanching the Boman ciry, d-EiFI{I:'E'II'I-E' clal il -
ties created by the circumstances of its rediscovery and the
great gaps in s published scieniilic recond fwhich perhaps
willl fever B filled, considering the sheer skee of the sie),
It Pormpedi sampde still has thwe same valoe and the same
drawhbacks that the authors of the monograph on foudee
VI Tand V14§ 09H highlighted thirky years ago. By quali-
Eyimg Pompseii o “woa realtd monumentale ¢ culluale di
straciicklnaria importanes, da seonpre al contro del dilatgin
stbentifico .. che paradessalimeiie rsulta sconosciuta in
manier sistematica™ ™, they umdersoored oae of s dges
jroblems: an increasing amaant of excavatlons amd siud-
bes for which e is no published pecod. Thus, Tilbeen
years bater, the same probdem was once agaln emphatically
highkighted by Amdrew Wallace: Hadeifl: =Ko archacologic.
al site has been o tormented as Pompedl nob only by (il
ure ti publish, bul mome specifically by faklure to publish

Feorrse hungen im Sugst 57

the evidenoe upon which far-seaching conchusions have
been based ™, The need o ivest pesouroes not onlby i
vonservation, et alse in systematic studies and analytical
publications, b an increasingly urgent one, despite the
progress achbevesd, especially in docementation, in the Last
few cbecaches. It s undeniabde that thanks to the great cliy-
wide campaigns carrbed out since the 1900 (such as the
“Campagna Speciale di Rilevamento ¢ Documentazione”,
1H77-1480, the “Comsorzio Neapolis®, 1987-19940, the -
andg della Conoscenza (2005-2016) of the *Grande Proget-
tey Pomnpeel "HY, much progress has been made, but much
maire remiaing o be done, especially in the post-recording
phases, from analysis and interpretation (o pullication.
The site's wealth itsell poses particular challenges for re-
cording, in the service of both archival documentation
and sclentiflc understanding, as well as for the mainte-
nance and preservation of the physical remains them-
el ves and the provision of public information?,

Since the 19600k, excavations and studies cared out by
variows international teams have investigated more amd
more of the material evidence pertaining o the phases
prios to AD 70, However, the stratigraphically analysed
area of Pampei, although larger than before, b still very
small in comparison o the part brought to light by non.
itratigraphic excavatiodns.

Taken as a whaole, the archacological evidence from
Pompell s undosbtedly mof the most mieticulously exca-
vated, inventoried, preserved, displayed and pubdished
from the ancient Roman world: this s the essemce of the
FPowmpeii premises ™,

The "Pompeli premise™ (n the singular form) was in-
troduced In 1%61 by Robert Ascher o refer (o the “ermone
g pedion” that whiat the archaealogiv discovers is “the
reraing of a cace living oomeunity, stopped as in were, at
a poalnt in tme"H, The subject of much disowssion pom
the 19605 o the 19902, it Is stlll cited, but clearly the de-
brate nas moved on. Indeed, BB now widely accepted that
it b5 futile to seek in the Pompeii sample an image frocen in
finie of the everyday 1ife of the oty ot the mosment of it
traumatic interruplion, and hence highly elinbde data

P Fublwd et sl 3000 Fullaml Lake 200,

15 Fublord b al. 20060, XYL

FE Wallsor-Hadnll! Dabiond 19905 - P Fallosd W allace- Bl 1959
Woallaie - Bladiill JEES, i

WP Ly 1R 250,

TH g ot il 19HE, T,

M Wallsoe Fladinll NS, Wi

A0 sl MRS Neapailb 199594, Unanmina 008
FATN TN R

3 Caralini 3Nk, 53-58

13 Ascher PR, 125,

44 Schiter 1905 Benfond 1981 kurmay 1999, bor a neview of the stare
ol Wbt sese Haspmie o Tirslo 200073006, 255 [,; Lohimasin Jjs
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with which to reconstruct s ancient wwe contexts®, As
other researchers have recently padnted out, Pompell wasa
Tty Im flux®, just like any ot berds,

Today, the premises are thus gquite different. First and
loremost, the archaeological evidence previously brought
to light is the result of a long histary of hybridisation be-
tween ancient and modern®”, As poinied oant by Sara Ban,
Pomipedl represents a complicated network, & result of s
development both in antigquity and since its liest redisooy-
ery, conshdering that the site has been subject fo salvage
and looting durkng almost three centurbes of Interest tnoits
remainss, ln other words, its history can be considered the
prodduct of an anclent and modem entanglement of
human and material agency. Maoreover, its archacologlcal
contexts do not directly reflect the anclent use contexts, of
which the former are a distant, and often distorted, echo.
This misalignment between archacological settings and
ancient lives is due to several factors, ancient and modern.,
The current state of the Pompeil evidence, in terms of
strwctures and artefact assemidages, is the result not only
of a long occupstion before AT} 79, but also of a numiber of
influences affecting the site since lts volcanic burial, The
city came toan end under extraordinary and highly complex
ciroumstances, which the frequently Inadequate methaods
of ecovery and documentation have made difficult to
understand®, This problem is seen even in the best cases,
where volcankc sediments were Investigated by means of
stratigraphic excavation (as in the southern fnsidae of Regio
I, Imsaeda 1X 12, and maore recenthy Regle V)4, As 3 resalt, the
reliakility of the archaeological contexts and their artefact
assemblages is very limited both at Pompeii and at other
Visuvian sites.

Despite these ohjective difficaltles, reconstructing an-
cienl uve conbexts remains a feasible task and above all a
necessary one. In order to achieve this goal, Pompeil stud-
ies have recend by turmeed thelr attentlon to material culture
a5 a recond of ancient everyday life, including evidence of
conwmpdion. The focus of study has shifted from the
architectural remains towards the spatial distribution of
artefacts and the activity patterns they represent, in search
of the effective use of space, potentially different from its
intended function. Architectune, indeed, can anly present
the raw setting in which human activity 1ok place, with-
ot represenling e living condithomnsof the inhalvdtanis?2,
This new interest in materiality and contexosal reading has
proceeded hand in hand with the rediscovery of legacy
data and their informative potential, indispensable for the
study of the older excavatbons 1, Notwitbstanding iis im-
portance, this avenue of enguiry, first introduesd by Vin-
cenzina Castighione Morelli in a semibnal paper on bl 11
83 amd developed - from different points of view - sinoe
the mid- 1990 by Penclope M. Alllsen, Joanne Berry and
Ria Berg®s, still hos few folhowess. Indeed, in Pomgwii stuad-
les, the taxamomic :|:|'.||l.rrml'| Ccomlinnues By |:|:|"|.-|.';|IJr &% COIn-
lirmed by the latest publications, including the proceed-

3 Antoneils Caralin

ings of the “Fecisti cretaria” colboquivm in Pormnpel in 20146,
wihiich show that the core interest |s sthll material evidenoe

rather than material culture, let alone material agency’s,
The “material-cultural turn® that has also affected classical
archacedogy in the Last twenty vears has barely even touched
upon the Vesuvian sites™,

Desplie these considerations, Pompeii can still be a
gousld samiple, I the as-wet vnpublished evidenoe, starting
with the older excavatbons, b sulsject (o systematic analysis
and publication In sclentific editions, it will be possible o
expand the archives with high-guality data, acguired with
thie necessary attention to their contexts of both rediscoy.
ery and use in ancient mes. In this way, step by step, the
Pompel sample can be fully deconstructed, reassembled
and recontextualised, in accordance with ts true natuse,
from both the modern and the ancient points of view,
Concerning the former, this site is an exceptional docu.
ment, the result of the way inwhich its first life came to an
end and its second life has unfolded, In terms of 1ts redis-
covery, conservation and presentation to the outsice world,
including the wealth and complexity of its archives. Con-
cerning the latter, Pompeli can be considered an example

Dyson 1997, esp. 153, On formation procrsses at Pompels s AN-
o 19954; Bon 1997 Allson SO Fnnbls 2003
Tnkll 20034, with previous bitidlography.

27 Coralkns FOZ0, 3587 1

28 Do 1997, 12,

29 Cogalini 2021, Agency bs used here in i broadest sense, both ao-
cial and individual, cultural and materal, For agency in archae-
mlogty e [iobres) Hoshbs J000; Diosnan MO |ohnson MM, Robil
D Yan Cheen 2005, anad, with @ foous on =00 hes-Than-Human
Agency™, Kehoe 2007; arrisen-Backf Hondon 2008, On material
ageney wv Hicks 2000, 73-79; lones/Baolvin 2004k,

B ARlsean §92; Allwen 19952 Allison 15950 Mluagay 15950 Allisom
M A arm UM AL oan 20005, AL som 20TR,

K Amadeo 1988 (sufo 115 De Simone P985 (feoeks B B Nappo
TYRE (Prala | 200 Soadon 1968 (Pecdin 10 1) Varome 2008 flisula |
121; DrannaiFabbn 20 Csannah usolinog 2021 (R Wi

12 Fora generad overview, with a focus on the individus] ouse, s
Bermmiejo Tiracks 2007 TEM; Berme o Tirado 2005, *Maivrial ati-
aliy™ o, Lavan/Swiltfulncys 207, with hibiliograglvyd, with an
rmphasts, alongide the built space, on the porable ariefacns
(KroliTrice 1991 HingloyWillis 207), goes 2 sbopy hurther with
pespasct Ao b “spaiia] analysis”, @ applicd to Peenpsii in o e
sbuady iy Lasirrme 19904 Laurenor 1997, Lawrerice 20017 ; Grahams
2Rk U the imbereclsibnship of spatial practices snd sial
wailues sew wllsas Ueprange 1997 ; Gandiees 2007, |9 Kipddin 2000

¥ O the moly of the begocy data see Alliom 2008 and Elbiv M.
Lajudlaw JUNKF waily o fosows on the Fomgeei sampde amd i pubs
lihed simaries, B s goamd prastioes, whew @ ocvaduation of
e ey akais has imasde i possibde So pocosimuct the second life
il i i Tk sl Gonitext, wee Farskos 1935 and Sanella 2009,

3 Castiglionss Moelli el oo/ Vitale 1989

35 Allmon 195k Al 1996; Allism 1997, Alllsun 2004, Alllon
DM Ry 199 7] Berry 1T b By 2006ag Berg 2084,

M dhannaTomioks 3020, O materis] clture and matenal sgency
s ahone, In. 32

o the “nuaterial-culbural turs® see Hicks 2000; on Mew Saterial
Ty s WL eee 2004
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ol the evoluthen of an [talic towmi Bndo a Roman chty, from
tlve Gt comibury Bt ALY 79,

This prosess of re-examination provides a better asis
for & gl Uhist hacs Becen prarsaed by the sclentiic coammi-
pily for over @ century, Lo the relmtegration of Fompek
imio the fmmework of the wiban process b the Raman
watlid, I which it represents noda paradigng, but an excep:
rionally comples case study, A beading rode In This process
has boen played by diossahe-based prodects, Indeed, by ana-
bsing idividual eplsodes n s city's histony, these studies
have made an important contrilatbon tothe replacement
ol the abistract Pompeell of the domus with the mose real
image of & city In continuous fux, Tnsals sudies have
proven B e ain essentlal tood Inihe sitempd o go beyond
a simple “srrvey picture” of uiban develogment, 0 oa
search for a decper understanading®®. This paper Iooks at
projects targeting vasious urban areas of Pompeil that have
been sebected as case stucdies due to both the strategy they
adopt with regard fo data collection, analysls and Interpre-
ration and their resules. The abm ks to demonstrate the vard-
ety of approaches that currently characterise the field of
iresanlal studies, with a foous on Pompell. The expected result
i 10 fighlight not so much a specific model of interven-
tion as & collection of possible pardigms relating to a
range of stuations, To achicve this goal, the first sep musl
be a chronolegical rewview of the sclentific pulblications,
with a view to ldentlfying best practices

Insula studies in Pompeii:
an ongoing story

I11 thie past half century, dronle studles have rapidly devel-
ot imbo one of the maost promtlsent areas of scholary re-
sisarch it Pompedi. Tracing their multifaceted history al-
lovrs s pad ml}r o recognise a number ol mdels, but also
1o veridy the respomse to demands for 8 “holisic® anchae-
odogy, L. e, one based on a multi<dimensiona approach to
alf aspects of ancient evldence, The scientific communiny
seermn lo agree o the need 1o adopt a similar strategy for
e study of Pompeii®, Judging by the resulis, however,
tranalating this methodobogical stance into action s no
easy task, Inowder for these good intentions @ suooond, a
anusrnbeer i Bopistical andd financial conditions must be met.

The comprelensive study of an entiee e tikes a
long time, s doesy the executbon and pubdication of Lhe -
search, even in the most feliciioms coses, As aresule, the
works published 1o date ghve only a partial kbea of the
wialthy, in terms of research and siwdies, of the Pompeti
simiple; for alemosd all desilie-fased projects e progess of
schenfific publication ks ongolng?,

The imtellecival agenda undedyving imwla studies
began to take shape in the early decades of the 20th cen.
tury, wihen Fendinane Moack and Earl Lebumani-Hartbelen
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scmigh!l Lo reassess Uhe Pomnpedl sample In termd of its broad-
er historbeal framework). The first season of it studies
i Pompeil started with the two scholars’ documentation
amil study of the miltl-level houses along the southern city
walls. Slnoe this (iest chapter of its history, the city block-
hased appeesich has proved o e an excellent counterpoint
b (e purely monument-based approach o surveying
{anksui I1l'|.1nrr. miaklng it |.1t1“||'|-]|: to ot knvtead on the
clreumstances, histarleal, cuiliural and soscial, behind the
ety sdevelopment, Over Lhe past century, this intelbectual
agenda has evoldved I ascordamce with the culturml con-
text and the intellecteal, methodedogical and technologic-
al framessorks. For example, excavation Iy now exclusively
of the stratigmphic type; the focus on material evidence
has been accompanbed by a growing interest in material
cubture; reconding, documentation and rendering tech-
nigues have been refined; and the contribution of archae-
ametry has become Increasingly important. The comman
objective has remalned the same: to base the reconstruc-
tion of sections of the soclal, cultural and economic history
of this Italic and Homan city on the detailed analysis of
material evidence. Aside from the distinctive features of
the case studies, the difference lies in the sraieghes ad-
opted, and the results achioved, from data collection o
interpretations. Some projects have focused on the situa-
tion in A 792 Others have chosen o investigate the
settlement’s older stages*). Siill others have adopted a
long-term  perspective, opting for a complete stucy of
“their™ pesloetd,

All the researchiers lave sought to overcome the ten-
dency of Pompell studies towards solation and. seli-
referentiality that was denounced as exrly as 1916 by Franz
Winter® and highlighted as pecently as 2005 9 Andoew
Wiallace-Hadrill, when he wiote (hai “Pompeisn anchae-
I:Il-ﬂﬂ' need not remain trapgsed in it own very curious
bubble of Bolation ™+,

Documentation is the key to understanding the histo-
ry of insele-based research in Pompeli, partky as a direct
consequenoe of the nature of the shte, chatacterised by an
exceptional amound of material evidence, generally brougls
to liehit by obd (L. e, non-stratigraphic) excavations,

T Husa MY, T
¥ Coralimd 2008, esp d7b-02,
40 Fup g detaild wv bahns,

41 Sedler 2WE] .
AF  Lg Vhe projects om o VI 34 (e et al. 1930 and | He
§ldngg B

A1 I @ vhe vestigatisns ceried ol by the Linnemity ol Rome <14
5'-l|'-'I‘|-l'-l' far g W anied WL, Canda 2002, Carafa MR,

44 Lg the "Rt Insuba del Cemtonanie (05 B1° peoject ol the
Umiveraly 4 Bidegia (Cooalim 200084, eygp. 490-506 Coralind
20081, B340 4 nealinl M0k),
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Rither than conducting new excavations i sifn, the
best way to preserve Pompeil for posterity G not in all s
miaterlallty, at least in the form of a partial reconstructlion,
as emabled by documentation amnd scientific research) i la
recard amd study these previoushy unear bed remains.

Acta (1912=). Looking for standards and best practices
Unilike what may b read in some publications, the fnsabi-
based approach in Pompeil was not introduced by the
Rexio VI Project in the late 19905 aial carly 2000647, 1is orl-
Eins are in fact mvach mose remade, codnclding with the
work of Ferdinand Moack and Karl Lebimann-Hartheben an
Inseda VI 2, Conceived by F, Moack in 1912 amd esecuted
by K. Lehmann-Hartleben, who in 1936 published a mono-
graph that is still a valid reference work today, the project
imvolwed the diachronic study of the architecture of the
terraced Wouses n the southern area of the city, This goal
was pursied by means of a mew analytical and rational
method for the documentation of the structural remakns
and by systematically analysing verifiable data sequen-
ces*®. The main Innovation was the interaction between
the focus on the historical-topographical aspects and the
atternpt at a historical-social reading, based on the bellef
that the arganisation of space - then as now - was a means
af creating social relationships®®. This study remained an
Isodated episode for a long time: it wat not untl the 19704
that its begacy, in terms of data collection, Intenpretation and
puldication, was taken up again®®, after which the bsula-
based approach began to enjoy growing suocess (fig. 1),

During the past five decades, two main seasons of inse-
la studies can be [dentified: the first in the 19705 and 19804
and the second in the late 1990405 and earky 20005,

In both pertods, the research was chancterised by a
renewed interest in investigating the arlier occupation
phiases a5 well as the 19-century-AD contexts, emploving
innovative methods to gain new Information from all the
evidence, both above and below ground,

Thie 1970k saw the birth of projects on Irsebee Y1 5 and
I 10, which forused on stratigrapiic excavations below the
A7 level and on the documentation of the structual
evidenoe,

Thie British Poanpeli Project (1978=1986), conducted
on fecslar |10, can als be reganded as ploneering, being
exrar oo the Sirst frspla studies on the Pomipell sample alter
thai of Ferdinand Nessck and Ead Lehmann-Hartldsn, In
many ways, despite the absencoe of stratigraphic excavie
tions, the work on besala | 10 was, and still is, the maln
podnt of referenoe foe the ek studies undertaken sinoe
then, This project confirmed the relevance of the detailed
examination of budlding sequences, especially when uased
o the painstaking stratigraphbc analysis of stancding s rc-
rures, bor studies of the changes unfolding in citles owver
thrme. Meoreover, it also shiowed the potential of the comtex-
tesal study of the amefacts, demonstrating that the study of

L Antunella Coraling

a complete insala rather than a single lowse can provide 8
beetter basks for interpreting secial dynamics, Last but not
ewst, I showed that the detailed examination of a8 com-
plete inssilia s not only an extremely time-consuming ac-
tiviey, but dlso requines 3 major commitment from a Lasge
ol Edisci plinary team, in all its phases, from fleldwork to
analysis and publicatbon.

Completely alvent in the British Project, which was
centred on the study of previously uneanbed evidence,
woere stratigra phic excavations in the levels prior to AD 79,
Thiy were, however, the maln pillar of another project
condwcted in the same period on fosela Vi 5. Between 1976
amcl 1972 the University of Milan carrbed out stratigraphic
excavations om this city block with the aim of providing
*un tassello, quanto pil possibile completo anche nel det-
taglhl, per la futur ricostruzione storlca™ ., The final goal
was the publication of a complete scientific edition of the
excavations, “dall’ultima fase alle pia antiche presenee
archeologicamente documentate™?2, which entailed pub-
lication building by building (rather than by phasey, al-
though to date only one such monograph has been pub-
lished33,

In the 19805, large-scale excavation campaigns in emp-
tive deposits were undertaken by the Seprinterdenza in
southern foselar in Reglo [and Insda 1X 12%, while a study
of structural evidence was performed on lesilae VI3 and VI
4 by a team from Perugia University3S, In the same period,
the “Consorrbo Meapolis® { 1947 - 1990) carried oul its am-
bitious programme of computer data storage and access,
which was alse designed to rediscover the data from obder
excavatboms and to cnhance thelr informative potential®,
Based on the resulting archives, Vincenzina Castiglions
Morelli del Franco proposed the first insila-scale socio-
econamibc reading, with fnsida 18 as a cise stugdy®,

The early 1990s saw the birth of many other insula-
based research projects. In 1991 ida VI 12 was selected
by the Japan Institute of Palacological Studies as a case
stusdy for its rescarch into the fommation of city blocks in
Fompeii. As in the projects on frsalae [ 10 and VI 3-4, the
Japanese initlative did not include stratigraphic excava-

aF  Far anample, Lsaimng AT, 7 Pacaiia Baegia Sdaraking 2007, 15,
and, more recently, fansla 203k, S8R o L

L e LEI LR

A8 Seiler MHBL by GH

S0 Seller JOHR, 68 0 Walkee-Flacdei] 20800 ; Caogaliig 2008a.

81 Mgl Jondins |984, 22

82 Basmghil Jonioan 1994, 21

53 Boaghl oo 19294

84 Namome JEE

5% Cansud et al. 196k

S8 Booapaolis T

&F  Castighiome MorlB del Flamio/¥itele FIS, On the same thome
arnl Pl s dnsiida see Borgand N armey Fomtalne ST, with some
et heslolimghcal gpuidelinge.
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Fig 1 Pompen, map, fnevidene, e city-tooks sefocted o a case sty by srsssh projats. The tate of the an de 2009,

ticwns below the AD-T9 bevel, its work being mainly focused
on recording the material evidence in situ and the detailed
dtusdy of extant struciuress®,

A few years later, an integrated approach, combining
siratigraphic excavations and architectural amd structural
analvsis, was adogeied by 1wo new projects concerning le-
ke |9 aned W1 1,

Starting in 1994, the first, on frade |9, was conducted
jositdy by the British School at kome and the University of
Feading with the goal of "comprelensive study and pulsli-
catbon™. Its research agendas was inspired by both Boger
Ling"s work on the fmsela of the Menander il 10) and the
peneral lack of stratbgraphic testing in Pompeli®®, The pae.
pect pamied not only o determine the chronology of the
il evidence, comsidered a5 a means and not 4 a final
goal, but alss bo relrace the city Block's first libe. Fxeava-
tivanes bl e AD-79 Jevel, @ survey of the structural evi-
dence and the contextusl stucdy of Ue finds vere the inaln
Hignes o emguabryeo,

Im 1995, Nicla V1 1 was chimen by (e Angio-American
Project in Pompeil (AAIP) as part of a project that would
sk o undersganc o comgalete iy blesck, 18 was Lo b guid
il by a range of complementary appross e anmd activitie
latgi-scale sub-surface excavatlons, close examination of
extant remains, detailed stratigraphic reoonding of stand-
ing walls, extensive recovery of amelsacts and ecofactsy,

Femschungen bn Augst 57

withou! neglecting the evidence of the second life of the
iirenaliedt,

In the 19005, issela studies saw 3 shift from a narmow
range of activities {such as excavations or structural surveys)
toavards a mulii-dimensional and integrated approach. An
important role in this development was plaved by the
Seprivendenea,

Iov 19095, oo tlie ki of work condectsd |hr1."|."n.1|,|.i.|'g.'.
the Soprintemdents, Fler Giovanni Guzzo invited the inter-
natiomal schentific communkty 10 conteibate fo the study
prvd comservatin of Pompediss, The first nesult was, in the
Fullonwingd vear, a conference entithed “Per un'sdizone ma-
detna dil Pompet®™ in PER o Bavello, This led w the eaab.
lishument of the principle, subsegquently applicd in virsous
fow mus by manyy projects, that rescarchers showihd o longer
sedect Imdbeldual bublding units & case skiadies, as was still
happening in the 19805, o esample o the “Hiwser In

siakislaiiion 1PEL Rkida el
Wallio - Matiill NS, Wn
Walliowe Masdrill 1R,

st vt B99T) Pornesi Baslrmrson 20004 oy I008; Robbnson et al.
2HKR

62 Camalind o al 1956 Corallmd J0LED, 1H.
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Pompejl™ project®?, bat birssar, as baskc wrhan-uchitectural
units. The Bavello conference marked the stait of o nesw
seasai, i which the analysis ol :.hml.lnﬁ wiructures and
stratigraphlc excavalbons below the ADRTY level were the
main lines of rescarch. In the snme year, a seminal paper by
Andrea Carandinl and others presented an agenda for
insuba-based rescarch profects, highlghting the need fora
comprehensive approach, echosd o few years later by
Emidio De Albentils, with even greater emphasis on the
rexdisconvery of legacy data®t.

"What methodology Tor the study of ihe mdae of
Pompedi?™ Seeking to answer this question, Andrea Carans
dind and his co-authors identified the lack of stratigraphic
analyses, of both the subsoll and standing stoucnanes, as
the meost serious gap in Pompeid stwdies®, Staring from
this obwervation, they proposed a comprehensive approach,
with an agenda focused precisely on those two lines of en-
iy, b e structural remalns anabysis and stratigraphic ex-
cavations in levels prior to AD 78, According to their guide-
lines, thve first investigation phiase should aim to retrace the
history of the older excavations and to conduct a careful
examinatbon of all the material evidence, induding loose
finds andd modern restorations, proceeding where possible
by room or by sresfs, A fundamental role was assigned to
the documentation and chamcterisationof the evidence in
sifer and to the stages of pubdication, which was to be In
sccondance with sequences of activities and phases, rather
than room by room, as had been and would subsequently
continue 1o be the case with many other projects®, This
strategy can be summarised in a three-level formula: read-
ing of elevations, stratigraphic tests, integral excavation of
the fmsufa, The difficulty in putting this workplan into
praciice within lasge-scale projects is cleady illustrated by
the history of the projects undertaken to date by the team
frevm La Sapdenza University Rome, especially those on fa-
sarbare WL andd VIT 1090, and oo fesefie VI 2, wisere gl ex-
cavatioms in the Caza ol Gluseppe 1 (VI 2, 38.39) are still
without a scientific edition, despite starfing in 199489, 4
the prosent fime, the most significant work i Angelo
Adrratosa s morgraph on fased VI K, which focuses on
vertical stratigraphic analysis™,

Moaore generally, from a city-wide and beng-term per-
spective, the 199805 saw siratigraphic excavations play an
II'IEItiiIlu{l]n' i.m_pt.rﬂ.lnt roeke, tnm'thﬂ with the detailed me-
woarding of the sructures, reflecting o made comples agen-
da, (iher Progects, in the same Ill,';il:rd arml '|.uI:|'|.|.'|:,|u|,'r|.1|:r',
confirmied this trend, Examples Include the work on Insida
VI 16 foonducted since 1997 by the Genman Archasologh:
cal Institute of Rome in sccondance with & mul tdiscipli-
nary approach) and Insula 1X B, @ case study of Bologna
University since 11H87,

Im 20600, & group of falian Universitics faenched the
Hegio VI Project, focusing on the study of early Formpeil and
proceccding (msula by win As already seen o the projects
an fesufae 1% and VI S, s strategy oomisned suerveys and

i Anburafa Cofalen|

analysis of the standing remains with stratigraphic excava-
tion®L, In the same year a Swedish team began work on jn-
sula ¥ 1, with the aim of analysing a complete city block,
reconcing and publishing howse by house™. To date, irs
fleldwork has consisted mainly of studying the standing
witlls and cheared foor levels, with comprehensive docu-
mentation and data management by means of a 30 GI5%S,

Thie year 2002 saw the beginning of a Finnish project
ont fesela 1X 3, the "Expeditio Pompeiana Universitatis
Heblgiensis® (EMUH), with a workplan based on an inte-
prated approach, encompadssing stroctural snalysis, small-
scale stratigraphic excavations, the recovery of loose finds
from alder excavatbons and archaeometric analisis, [ts pri-
mary goal was to produce a corpus of data for the struc-
tures and finds pertaining to this city Wock in AD 7% and
its previous phases, in order o Investigate the develop-
ment of its material and socko-etonomic Hie™.

T 2006 it was the tum of the University of Alicante,

whose “Pompeya. Regio VI, fadar [107% project adopbed
the same multidisciplinary approach that had alresdy
l=een tested in many previous endeavours, sech as those of
Inmudae [ 9 (British School at Rome, University of Reading),
W1 16 (German Archacclogical Instinste) and IX 8 (Univer-
sity of Bologna)™.

in 2008 the Via Comsolare Project began research into
thve history of the development of Insefa V116, 115 legacy
has been continued by a project on the area around the
Vills delle Colonne a Mosaico, adopting the same compre-
hensive approach, Including geophysical Investigations,
A topographical surveys, photography, analysis of stand-
ing structures, surface cleaning of the preserved AD-79
lewels and tarpeted sub-surface excavations™,

This long and dynamic second season of isula studies
is part of the so-called “revolution” in Poampeii shedies, In-
dewd, thee last fifty years have seen a rejuvenation of sorts,
shifting away from the aptiguarianism prevailing in the
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first two centuries of Pompeil's second life towards a more
holistic approach. To this renalssance, significant contri-
butions have been made by the detailed publications cover-
ing individual buildings and city biocks, as well s the ap:
plication of digital technologies and new excavations. A
leading role in this process has been played by (he Integra.
tion of the traditional historical and anchacological ap.
proaches typleal of classical scholarship with the cross.
cultural amd theonetical snethowds of modern anthropaslogy
anal sociology. Such an approach, subosdinating the rsdi-
tienal historical and literary framiework (o materlal colture,
has procioced tesults that take unfamiliar forms, challeng-
ing percepitions and assumptlons atsout life in the anclent
workd, in Pomipeli and bevond, The current state of Pom-
puii studies represenis a chapier in the evalution of classi-
cal archaeclogy into a modem discipline that is able to
lowak at oddd materials and subjects from new perspectives,
[r this re-reading of the Pempedi sample, wpcoming chal-
leinges include the holistic approach o materlal culture, in
all its aspects and from a range of perspectives, and Imple-
meniation of the principles of Few Materfallsm™, In the
last bhalf cenitury, more studies, especially those of Andrew
Wallace-Hadrill, Christopher Parsbow and Paul Zanker??,
have highlighted the true nature of Pompell and its role in
contemporary archasology: a unigue case study, owing its
exceptionality te the way in which it came 1o an end and
thss the wealth of it material evidence, and a polential
miode] with which tobetter understand the natwre of many
othir citbes across the Roman World, at keast In the early
Empire, In the same petiod, the archaeology of Pompeii
has been dominated by field activities aimed at both filling
oud the picture of early Fompell and reviewing, vla a new
examination of the finds and material remains, the history
o Elie city bn its fimal years, after the carthguake of AD &2,

While the inula studles that have come to e In the
last half cemtury share the same unit of analysis (the city
block), research imterests and agenda, they have adopted
varioan strategies and methods for recording, prooessing
and reporiing. This heterogeneity, as well as being the e
sult of thee participation of different schools, has alwe arisen
frorm the distinctive features and specific circumstanoes of
the ndividual case swdies, The varbegated resulis of the
adaptation of that shared agenda are evident in the scien-
titic pubdbcaticass, whose lorms differ (vem case to case,

Thiougheut their Century of |ife, il sludies in
Podnpedl have been accompanied by stwldies ol single.
bullding scale, represented Trom the Pab0s ot he 20080 by
e “Hiuser in Pompei® progect amd mone recently by the
work o the Casa ol Salfustio (V1 2, 499,

I soame cases, the inbersection betwern the b ap-
proaches has produced o hybrid strategy, affecting bath
recording and reporting®, This has been the case, for ex-
ample, in frcide:-based projects which, having chosen to
proceed Duilding by buibding, have focused to date orily i
asingle house, such as the German *Casa del Postumil und

lnluhmmni b Auggae 57

ibre Insula™ (VI 4) project®, the Swedish Project on fsida
1% and thae Anghe-Americain Project in Pompedl (AAPP)
it frisuda VT 195, The last of thess began in 1995 with a com-
prrehenddve agends 1o study 3 complete fals, by “record-
ing s above- amd below-growmd remalns in close detall in
caader better o understand the spatlal and chronoeloglcal
corntexis in which the city developed ™, For recording i
el B @ Biodse-dry-homise apgarasch, while for reporting
it adopted a hybdd formuka, thematic msula-wide mono-
geaghis fon coins, botanic ecofacts, small finds, glassi® al-
ternating with publications locusing oo the excavation af
inclivicual Inalldingsse.

Many ot her insula-based projects, conducted elther by
teams or by a single individual, have had similardly mived
results, Examiples include frudie § 9, selected as a case
study by the British Schood at Rome and the University of
Heading with a view to conducting a comprehensive study,
although in fact the work has been lmited to the Cosa df
Amnerantis {1 %, 11=1208% X 1, where Alessandio Gallo fo-
cused on the richest doms (Casa of Epidio Sabims, 1% 1,
A0 W17, the so-called fasicde Oootilentilis, for which the
monsgraph on decorations in the Cisa JF ML Fabdus Rifus
was supplemenied by another on stratigraphic excavations
(VI 17, 32-36)%; and V11 6, where the locus was on the Cisa
detls [Nang Arcaizzanfe (VIEG, 1%,

From theory o practice;

agendas, strategies, achlevernents

In the Pompeil sample, the fmsidie-based work has been,
and still is, mostly conducted on city blocks that have al-
ready been unearthed, while new excavations, when car-
ried out, are limitved to levels below AD 9, Mo project has
yet chosen to excavabe gnd study a city Block of urbsan area
without a special monumental or other chamcter, pro-
ceviling with a detailed stratigraphlc analysis down o the

S s, B M)

Wallmsoe-Hagdrill 1994, Pazshisw FS: Fanbe 1,
Strowha DG LakcdlawSecila S04,
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natural. As highlighted by Henry Hurst for other sites, this
preference for large-scale stratigraphic excovatbons in urbsan
coniexts is due not onby to the research interests of L
archacologists, but alse to the specific nature of the archaco-
logical deposits themselves, as well as varloas odbier fac-
tos®™, What lies behind the deciion o the case of 1he
Pompedi sampie?

Flrst, as already pointed out, Pompedl has not actually
been extensively explored, desplie what seone may still e
Tieve®, Moneover, its material andd docunmcntary evidenoe
Tequines & series of measures besides excavation, including
o paimstaking swrvey of the sate g b terms of thie plys.
bcal remalng and the previows lterature, lis ancheni and
modern history must be carefully studied before planning
any research activities, inchsling (at not limited to) new
excavations. Excavation is not esentlal, although it is a
good way to investigate urban dynamics, especially when
it eoaisists of "groumnd-truthing”, that is, of small excava-
tioms carried out at strategic points to obtain key details
about buildings and dates®, The optimal solution lies in
combining a large- or medium-scale approach with atten-
tiom to detall, 5 seen beyond Poangeil in the excavations of
Pzl X1V in Verwanmdr and Tnsde X in Callevir Afreba-
bun (SEchestery™, Where, as 1s the case in Pompedl, most of
the area uncarthed o date is ot coversd by published sci-
entific editions, researchers need (o think even more care-
Fully abwst what can be gained from excavation, and when
and fyow it must be executed, At other sites, excavating an
internally consistent sectbon of a Roman town in accord.
ance with sound methodological principles can produce a
mare dynamic picture than would resull irom either
document-based research or archaeological study alone:
b0 @ point, withowt wishing to over-genemlise, data ob-
taimee from the stratigraphic sequence of a clty block, o
any part thereof, can shed light on the developments in
the town it belonged 187,

The main problem lies in the question of how bo eval-
wate the bocal {i, e. site-specific and broader (6. e city-wide)
significance of the resulis, even when the insula belongs to
a towwm atsout which tleene s a relatively high level of pre-
existing knowledge®, In I"urr:pl.'ii, dlape Lo is distinctive Bac-
tors (the Pompesl premsises), the best results are achibeved
by combining the thoee main lines of ewarch, e,
dioscument-based invesigatbon, ficld surveys amd excava-
thoms, it he ssme roject,

The methasdological [arcipu waal sdvamoed Ip}r Andirea Ca-
randing amd othars in the mid- 199k, © e to svudy Pompedi
a fesf scale, was based on thee indormative podential of
this appeessch to the stusdy of the changes affecting a city
iver fime, although it was alse preompled by il specific
characteristios of I'ump-:-ii itsel. In this research agemda,
lkarge-scale stratigraphic excavations of a city block were
jusst e aof Lhie main Hnes of reseanch, an edement of a mwore
complex strategy, saning with various forms ol o
I s survey’ and t-nddn.g withi thiec final puldication*®.

TH Amtenella Corahai

Bearly three decades alber the Carandinl proposal, the
ot ook bs not partbcubarly positive. Insula studies in Pom.
pedil (of which thene ane aboat 20°%%) have not yet devel-
oped @ unified methodology, nor ane thre shaned protocols
ansl procedunes, [espiie poaints of convergence between
e various prefects in leoms of integrated spproaches and
overall sirntegies, cach initiative has followed bs own path,
shaped by the specific charactenistics of the case, the re-
search Imierests of the feam, and the availability of re-
SOHIFCES,

On the plus side, we now have some answers (o the
iniitial guiestion of what we want from isnle-based studies
of Pompeli, These highlight a convergenoe towards two
main clgectives (i obtain better krnovdedge of the siee and
hence Lo contribrte to better conservation), although they
are widely divergent in their resulis

[resplte the heterogeneity of practices, itis possible to
recognise general trends and patterns in the acuvities.

Some projects have prioritised the investigation of
urban dynamics, with greater attention being paid in some
cases to the development phases, in others to chronology
and dating. These include the so-called "Progetio Kegio
V1", which proceeded by sampling a large area of the site
by firsial, making extensive use of small-scale stratlgraphic
excavations (over 100 separate digs), Among the imsuls-
based case studles, it represenits a good example of the inte-
grated research strategy, combining amalysis of the stand-
i structures Brought to Hght by older excavatbons with
targetel stmtigmphic interventions in levels prior to AD
T4, i an attempt to reconstruct the life of a built complex
Frovm its beginnings wp bo the most recent restoration and
conservation meassres ™,

In contrast, other projects have focused on the inte-
gral investigation of a simgle sk, selected as 3 case study
for both scientific and operational reasons, For example,
wiien in 1994 the British School at Romeand Reading Uni-
versily, interested in acquiring knowledge of uriban devel-
agrmend, seb out to cxamine & block of howses in Foapell,

#1  Huark J013, passim

B Hiura 3003, &5

05 FHeurd 2005, 64

95 BBurst B0, 66 E

87 e A it anwl Bl Silchostes Peojoot see Fulfosd of ol
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9 darandin e al 1%

100 O 18, sooonding 1o Farella 2000, HEK B § The isdormacion
fwhich pegrosiuces the same dala alresly pocsenied in Coralin
JERa) an ey I appmuaimdte: only the Sopeimtemdmea (o
ok Pareo Aucheologion di Pompss *p oo, B g,
sindke @ dhitaibend list ol the projeots completed o (o progress. e
fimimg this stabe of the art was the aim of tee wierratonal conf-
emies of 202 gnid 2007, prometed By the Soprintiwbones (Gusny’
Lraiiidostalih 20068 Churea)Cluidohald) 0.
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Insufa | 9 was chosen not only for its suitability for explora-
tion beneath the AD-79 levels, but also for its wpographic-
al position, standing at the junction of two separate sys-
tems of wrban organisation'2,

In some projects, the insda itsell was not the unit of
anabysis, but merely a topogra plikcal framework, the phinsi-
cal context for the study of an individual bullding. An ex-
ample is the research imto fesula Occldentalis, in which the
Liniversity of Maples Suor Orsola Benlncasa focusesd on the
Copsat ol M. Farlwes Rfies (VI 16, 220, conducting an archi.
pectural survey and undertaking excavations In its extra-
miural garden™, Further examples include hesubae V1 5,
with excavatbons inm the Codar dei Fiori (V1 5, 19), V111 4, with
an integrated anabysis of the Casa del Pogtuni (VT 4,
4,491, and VIl 2 and VI 4, studied by the [nstitute for
Archacology of Innshruck University as part of its research
ot the building history of this urban areas, A special case
is that of the Casa del Fawro (VI 2), & residential building
occupying an entire fsula, where between 1961 and 1963
the Genman Anchaeobogical Institute conducted stratigraphic
surveys o investigate carlier phases of sccupation, whose
results were not puldished until 2009108,

Im some caies, although the inswle was the unit of
analviis, publication was based not on the insufa but on
spacilic buildings. An example ks the AAPP project, whese
results were fireiented both at inila scale, regarding coins
ariid smadl finds, and for individoal buildings, such as the
Cartat el Chirnrge (W1 1 910,23, regarding the stratigraphic
arahisto?,

The first monegraphs arising leom this season ol I

[ stugdies appeared in the mid-1980s, with the publication
of thee results of the stratigraphic excavations carried out in
frrsiela V1 5908, |n 1990 a multi-author monograph present-
ed the siwdy of the standing remains of Fresadae V1 3 and V1
4, while in 1997 it was the tum of Boger Ling's book on tlhe
structural analbysis and building history of frsufa | 10022, As
already noted by others, the publications of the latter pro-
ject, centred on a single frsela treated as a whaole, estab-
lishied @ pestential standard for other Inade-based projects,
via irs “serial publication of individoal solumes inoa s
owver a considerable length of time™"e. Once completed,
this multi-vilume edition will constitute the most oom-
prehensive work of documentation, analysis and reading
o @ whiole dvaela b Pompeii!hy,

Iy Lhe bl - 200008, the scientific literature on Pompeil
beegan bis b enrichied by two other projects inspired by the
fresiehin | 100 el Loe. the Regio V1 Project (with its singhe-
vilume edithons)™ and the research programme of the
University of Bome La Sapienzai?,

T date, mo dnsaela in Pompell can be sabd 1o be fully
cowered by an exhaustive schentific edition, naot even D
atwrve-menthoned fseda 1 10, which has not been the sule
ject o stratigraphic excavations of archaeometric nvesi-
gations, and for which thire is 8l no scentific publica-
tion covering its epigraphical evidenoe™.,

b hungen bn Augst 57

The length of time necessary for post-processing and
publication confirms that providing anything like ade-
quate documentation of an entire Pompeil fmsula |s noeasy
task: extremely time-consuming and shockingly expen-
v |n terms of both human and financlal resoorces,

Despite the difficulties of achieving such an ambitioes
objective, the insake-based strategy continues to be valid,
as mecently confinmed by the University of Pisa with s
Fraedia Mroject, which since 2017 has focuses) on Regio 11
and especially on Jaiads 11 3 ithe so-called Praedia huliae
Felicis )™, & further example is the work of Domenico Es-
posito on a mualti-irsdae scale (111, 13, 15; [18),

Todate, among the irsule stwdbes in Pompeil, the lead-
ing rode belongs to the British Pompeii Project on fesida |
10 {1%76-1986), which still constitutes a maodel of how 1o
conduct reseanch and present the results, with four the-
matkc momnographs (structures, decosations, finds, silver
treasure) covering almaost all of lts makn lines of enguiry®7,
In all of these works, analysis of the evidence has always
been contextueal, on several levels, from reom to bullding
to fersulia. All that is missing is the last stage, the mono-
graph on inscriptions™. Four decades may scem a very
long time to complete the final publishing phase of & re-
search project, but the complexity of ity case study and
workplan should not be forgotten: not all Pompel insadae
have such a wealth of material evidence as fnsela [ 10, with
& large amount of well-preserved decorations and mobile
finds from obder excavations, not to mention ity highly
complex bullding history!®,

“Oine of the most important dspects ol ours study of the
Tresielin of the Menander Is that we are analysing the whale
cliy block and riod (as many other studies have done) iso-
latese] Fenases™ 199, With these wornds, thirty years afver the
birth of the British Pompeld Project, Roger Ling empha-
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sised the key feature of 5 Sin-depth analysis of one ¢ty
block at Pompeii®, a “long-term programme of recording
and documentation™, The project was part of 3 wider frame-
worl, marked by & remewed focuson the doecumentation of
the sibe, coordinated by the Seprimendeiiea and mplement-
o by enndeavours such as ihe Campagna Speciale dF Rileva-
menioe Documentazione and the Consoseio Neapaolisii,

At around the same tme a5 Roger Ling™s Beitish Priject

began work on Insad 1 10 in Pompeil, the site of Ostia saw
Ehe upp{-luthn of a dmilar a“ﬂ-n:il.'h. Here, Trism 1973 o
1976, Tridaka V' 11 was the subject of a programmie of docou-
mienkation and analvsis of it architectural strsctures, pdm-
Img at “the tentathve reconstrection of [Thelr] earlier bulld-
img history " and “with the purpose of preseeving them For
future generations, at least on paper”, given the impossi-
hility of preserving “mdefinitely the fuins in their restored
state™ 12, Two decades later, researchers in Pompell and
Orstka found themselves once more proceeding in paralbel,
An integrated approach, combining excavations and sur-
veys, wias adopted by the Reading Ostia Project for brsnda |
IV, during approximately the same period as the projects
on fsultae 9 and VI 5 were progressing in Pompeii b2,

For Koger Ling's project, the study of biswla | 10 was
thee basis for a more ambitioas goal, i, 2. a “programme of
imrerpretation and analysis, directed towards working out,
o far as is podsible, the siructural history of the frsda and
wilng this, together with the evidence of decorations and
loose finds, 10 enlarge our understanding of social life In
e city =124,

In 1997, presenting his first monogeaph, Koger Ling
consld righily affirm that “no Pompeian s, st least no
imspler as large and well preserved, has been subjected to
swch detailed soruliny™3, Affinming the innovative na-
ture of his work, he pointed oot that "the study of V1 3
and V1 4 ... though adopting a broader perspective™ was
“concerned with a paie of insidae which are badly pre-
served and almost completely devoid of decosations and
conoentrates more on - description than on Ristorical ana-
bysis”, while the study of VL2 attempied a more thonough
histosical analysis, but "concentrated almost exclusively
o the architectural evidence™26, R, Ling's work confirmed
the importanoe of Pompeil to our knowlbedge of the Rooan
winrld, 2% & windonw into the actual everyday Hfe of a “moe-
mial™ city, i, Ling also podnts out that the city was subject
to a continuous process of change, the classification into
phases being “merely a convenient way of trying to impose
sone kil of chroesolasgical pattenm on fhe chain of events®,
“Im all probatslity as dymamde in Poraped as 0 sl modeens
cities", with changes which ook place mose frequently amd
im a maore plecemeal Bashion than is poomally realised 122,

Pormipedi, Irsuls [Pk a fovg-ternr revamading arud aosnracinia tion
progrannne | 1975 985

Beginning under (e directorship of John B Wand-Perkins
i 1978 and continuing under the leadershipood Roger Ling,

1] Anionella Caralini

the profect™ alm was (o provide a full analysis of one city
bock in Pompeil (1 10) in order o contribute 10 a better
understanding of the social life of the city, After seven bwi-
month seasond of Heldwork by a large multidisciplinary
team of rescarchers who recorded and studied the material
evidence, the main task was 1o draw wogether the enoe.
rvous armount of data and shape it into a consistent, cohes-
ent accounthe,

Motwithstanding the absence of stratigraphic investi.
gations, this multi-volume work, with all four monographs
published between 1997 and 2006, s the most exhaustive
and detailed series of publications on any imuada in Lthe
anchent city of Pompeii (and, to my knowledge, the entire
Roman world)1e,

In the frst monograph, on the built spaces, Roger
Ling's abm was to trace the history of this block from the
earfiest times to the eruption of AD 79, in order (o redress
the main problem in the archaeology of Pompeii, i. e, the
large quantity of evidenoe, both material and documenta-
ry, resulting (rorm excavations aimed at uncovering and re-
storing structwres not for fuiure archaeologists, but for a
public eager to see Pompeil as it was at the time of its de-
structbon. To address the lack of documentation (the result
of odder methods of excovation, recording and publica-
tion|, the British Pompei Project founded (ts study on new
archibes,

As a result, the work on fisule 1 10 ks now a comer-
stone of the scientific literature on Pompeii, going far be-
yond the pre-existing studies, The magisterial 1936 study
oof fridaekis VI 2, by Ferdinand Noack and Karl Lehmann-
Hartleben, focused entirely on the onuswal mulil-story
architectural struectures to the cxclusion of their decoration;
in the “Hduwser in Pompe|i™ segies, all the attention was on
inddividual houses and their decoration, with little nterest
in the buildings’ history amd loose finds; the University of
Perugia’s study of Fasufar VT 3 and VI 4 established the
stratigraphy of the structures, but the insday were poorly
preserved and lacked decoration, and the study did mot
take sccownt of the boose finds

I shioet, thse British Pomypeii Project was Launched at a
time when no previous study had locked thoroaghly at the
imterrelationships between different balldings and propes-
thes over lime, how the decorations related o architecture
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and what could be learned from the distribution and loca-
piom of loose fimds, In terms of publication, these thires ap-
proaches were combined with each other, making it possi-
ke “to ddraw some general conclusions about the soclal
stpuciure of e indula, both in i historical evolution and
its final form ™',

Foger Ling's account of the chamges to faufa 1 10 over
pispie demonstrates how canslul observation (room by room,
puitding by buailding) can provide a detailed history of a
city block, even without stratigraphic excovations. How-
ever, a3 the author sdmits, this chronological acouracy has
ity limits precischy in the very nature of the evidence on
which the dating is based: without digging up and dis-
pnaniling the existing stroctures, the structural history will
continue b pose unanswered questions'®,

Fosger Ling s work is basesd on thie belief that by scruti-
nesing every detail of the physical evidence one can con-
it 3 mode accurate history of the sl than what was
provided by the original excavators. As pointed out by
lohin B Clarke in his review, the first monogmph on Rl
| 1wwas the prodwct of an entirely "scientific®, L e. positiv-
<1 strategy of gathering hard information and analysing it
with rigows, The result was "a refinement of chronology
sned acourate reconstructions of badlt forms, but Gude sense

{ the lives of the Inhabitants let alone thedr tastes, culiure,
o bwelieefs =104,
The hope expressed at the end of that review (that the
ubseguent volumes would make a greater coniribution to
the “most intetesting goal of the project ... a better under-
stanading of the social fife of the city™, by studying the evo-
utinn of a specific urhan district over time)'? was fulfilled
n the three subsequent monographs, on the silver treas-
ute, decorationg and loose (indsi34,

Like the first volume, each of these was characterised
b 3 contextual approsch, attention to previow scholar-
ihip and painstaking analysis and presentation of the
evidence, Oifering a carefully presented and visually well
documented corpus of data, each monograph macde an im-
prirtant eontribation to rectifying the original defect of
the Poampeeil studies, i e, the ok of complete scientific
prublicatbons covering the urban components of the city's
ar haseology,

The work of Penelope M. Allison on loose finds, seen
at both antefacts and contexiual evidence, marked an lm-
pertant turning point (nod only for Pompeli but for classi-
cal archaeobogy as a whole}™, Her research showed the
postential, in terms of enciching the picture of the andént
city, of indcorporating small finds into the analysis of anch-
avialengical evidence, even In cases such as Pompeil, char-
aiterised by capeless past excavations and a conspEcaous
lack of sciervific putbilications.

Aa Penclope Allison herself asseris inthe introduct lon
to her book, unlike maore standard ediions covering the
boose finds, with catalogues consisting of anefact typolo-
B, Ber study of the artefacts froan Amedes Maburi's exca-

Bl lmngen in Augst 57

vationa { 192E-1932) was contextual, Methodologically, this
wis consistent with the goal of providing a practical tool
for the main Hnes of archasological research in the late
19908 and eaily 20005, particulacly the study of artefact
assem Th,

A% 8 consequence, the oliject of intenest regarding the
bosose finals of Jresala | 10 was thwe items’ place of consump-
tion rather than their place of production. This is because
the clawsification into production-orented categosies en-
abdes nefiher functlonal analysls nor the acourate mecon-
struction of cultural belaviour in their site of rediscovery,
which, in contrast, was Fenelope Allison's chief purpose,
In other words, the traditional presentation of the sriefacts,
bazed on typelogical and chronelogical criteria, was no
hanger considered *the most appropriate bool for .. anyone
- Wihshing to use material culbure to interprel past activ-
iy ™%, I bver work on the loose finds of fusala | 10, interest
in consumgion prevailed over production and thas i
lacked a careful typofogical and chronoboghcal siudy by are-
fact. An ahernative strategy - integrating morphological
and famctional analyss, considering both prodwction anc
consumpiion, evaluating the fincs loth a5 Individwal arte-
facts and components of an asemblage - was adopted by
oiher projects: for exampie, those on frsulae V1 5 (AAPT),
negarding the finds from stratigraphic investigations of
levels prior to AD 79, and on frirlee X1 3 (EPUH) and IX &
{University of Bologna), especially concerning the mater.
lal from older excavations! 8,

Al Ehe enecliverm avsd samanll scelps:

e irvvala and e frdiviadean) Buailding

In the Anglo-American Mroject In Pompell (AAPF), the
mprvegraphs on clasies of Grads at thee ik scale preceded
those on the new excavations, which started in 2018 with
that of the Casae dal Chirurgo (V1] 1 9-10.23), a key case for
the vexeid qraestie reganding 1he process of formatkon of
Roiman alrimn houses"™, The mosd interesting work re.
garding the analysls of the finds and thedr contexts is by
Hilary E. M. Cool ™, who, despite lecusing on small finds
and glass vessels, provides 3 welul resource for anyone
conducting research into moblle fBods o o stratigragdisc
sequence in Pompell. H. E. M. Cool adogied s functicnal
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classification system miher than one based on materials
Thibs agyproach proved wo be highily infoemative, Because it
enabled her to assoclate, by means of o contextual stwdy, a
fuller range of materials with each activity type examined,
highlighting the mised nature of Roman assemblages, In
this Function-oriented framewark, a defalled discussion of
typology and coraperarde accompanbes a well-illustrated
catalogue of selecied objects, with the other ifens b each
category referenced In foodnotes by database numbers.
Each chapier concludes with an "Owervdes® section dis-
oussing | he chronological and geographical distribast bon of
thie finds, along with a coommenitary on the social and be-
havioural implications of these distribations. The Last chap-
ter, “Changing Patterns at Pompedl”, sddresses four majos
ssies: deposition patierns within the insula; the signifi-
cance of chronological changes in the assemblages; pat-
terns of activity within poilic and private spaces; and last.
Iy the position of H. E M. Cood's report with pespect o the
whodarly tradition. The book shows how the loode finds
from an insila can be uied, with due caution, to interpret
activity in individual properties. This is consistent with
Fenelope M. Allison's objective comcerning the loose finds
af fusads | M0, abthowgh there are significant differences
between the twao scholars in tenms of the evidende exiam-
imed and the approach adopted. P M. Allison worked on
materizls from older, non-sratigraphic excavatbons and
typological analysis was not ber priority. In contrast, H. E.
M. Cool sought to combine faxonomy, chronodogy ancd
functional analysis. In this specific case, the finds from the
stratigraphic sequence piior to ALY 79 in desele V1 1 come
kargely from secondary depasits (especially construction
levelling Llls), Thelr patterns differ significantly from ane
property ot he nest, suggesting that the infill material was
od ten composed of earth and rubbish from the iImmedkate
surmoendings. H- E, M, Cool provides an dnsufa-wide sam.
imary af the magor trends inprogudtion and consumption
fincluding Pompeil's long panicipation in Mediterranean
trade and the rise of conspicuous consumplion beginning
i the Augustan perbod), 35 sevealed by the finds and their
distribisthon, with significant changes in the artefact as-
serniblage ooourring shorily before the eruption, However,
shie also o bdiers Behaviours i individeal bulidings with.
im the bk, For example, the study of The Caar dlle Vestis-
TV L, Thassemblage highlights the rode of its inhabitants
as “early sdoptiers”® of both lusury artelacts fopus sctile
Nooging) and ufilitarian lems (glass sorage bottles and
fugs i, To sumimarise, despite being Hmited to a selectbon
of the finds brean thie new excavatbons, . E. M, Cood™ re-
uark makes an lmpnrlanl ponirilmitbon 16 the cormect ion of
adeticiency in the archacobogical lerature (the lack of in-
terest in smmall finds seen inrepaets of stratigraphic excaya-
Liesits), whilch hampers the interprétation of the material
past in Pompedi and Beyoasd.
Fhe need 1o select the most significant finds does not
apeply I the case of the obder excavatioons, whene the wlec-

B Aninneils Covaling

tiown lias slready been misde by others, from the first disco-
ery omwards, a5 In the cases of Insufae | 10 and, especially,
¥ Iand X &,

Research aned [Teldwiank withond new excarvations

Thie absence of new excavations was not exclusive to the
British Pompeil Project on frsda 110, since In the ame
yedrs it also characterised the Undversity of Perugia's pro-
ject i Tsurbae VI 2 anad V1 4, albseit for different reasons, n
the former, that absence was defiberate and was parthy jus.
tifieed by the natune of the case study, characterised by the
excellent preservation of the Boor decortions™2, In the
latter, which ariginally envisaged the execution of targeted
strati graphic Investigations based on the analysis of stand-
ing structures, the absence was due to the failure of the
Sopeintendeerza to authorbse them®™E,

The objectives of the Unbversity of Perugla study were
to reconstruct the building history of the two blocks, in.
vestigate their role in the urhan fabric, and imagine their
social dimension. The first step was documentation, whose
purpose was also to contribute to the protection of histor-
ical heritage, *da lungo tempo esistente @ ruibile, ma da
lungs tempo dimenticato ¢ destinato ad un Eato el ne.
sorabile declino con la conseguente pendita di dat conosc-
tvi™%, As in other coeval projects conducted at site scale
(Campagna Speciale di Rilevamento ¢ Dooumentazione)
of builcling scale (*Hauser in Pompeji™), documenting the
existing evidence was seen as one of the maost urgent tasks,
expecially in the Pompeeii samiple.

Saripling ity Iocks n search of Archaic Pompeii

Teadate, the most extensive siratigraphic excavations on a
single city block are those conducted by the Anglo-American
Project in Pompeii (AAFF) on lesida V1 1 in the northern
area of the city. Triangular in shape, with lunclional units
encompassing the full cange of life in Pompeli, foom s
houses to bars, workshops and shrines, this city block was
investigated by trench by the Universities of Oxfond and
Bradford from 1995 to 2006 through a summer field
schannd 13,

Having become in practice the only line of enquiry in
the rissla V1 5 project, stratigraphic investigations in levels
prior to AL 79 also became thie main activity of the largest
and most ambitious programme ever seen in Pomgeii; the
“Progetto Regia V1", whilch brought together scholars from
several Itakian universithes (Perugia, Naples “L'Osientale”,
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Venloe, Trieste, Slena)™e. Its main goal was 1o unearth and
study Archaie Fompeli, and, to date, its insula-based pro-
jects have presented their results In four monographs, Ap-
prearing from 2006 to 2007, these can be consddensd ex.
emplars of & specific publication strategy, which can be
defined a5 Inclusive, with singlesvolume works each cover-
ing o ieserlar all lings of endguinyg together with all phases
firoem imvet s to results, are presented inoone ook,

Despite the varlations arising from the case studies’
distinctive characteristics and the specific work strategies
chosen by the relative teams, the format was {he same for
ihe first two volumes, on fsulbee V110 (2006) and V1 13
(2009 an introductlon, with a4 summary of the stefis
aqpuestionis of the imsule and a proposal regarding the
phases of its evolution; the main sectbon, proceeding by
inclividual budlding, each subsection containing a beief ac-
count of the history of the excavations, followed by a
descriptive analysks of structures, decorations and anchi-
tectural phases; and finally, remarks on the epigraphical
evidence and an appendix covering the stratigraphic inves-
tigations", Ten years later, the other two insele-based
managraphs, on fsdee VT 7 {2017) and 1X 7 (2017), adopt-
ed a different layout. Although the volume on fnsla V1 7
contains a specific section dedicated to the stratigraphic
excavations and their finds, with the latter classified by
category, the most substantisl section in both books is the
bullding-by-bullding architectural analysis™8, As highlight-
o by Fillppo Coarelll and Fabrizio Pesando In thelr intro-
duction ta the first monograph (2006), the "Progetto Regio
VI® represented a significant step forwand for the work on
Pomipedi by the University of Perugia, especially if com-
pared te the previous profects on Irsulae V1 5 and VI 3-4
which had wsed only one rescarch method {analysis of
sanding structures and stratigraphic excavations nespec-
tively)™®, The Regio VI Project pursieed 1ts objective ("ka
studio amalitioo ¢ integrale delle ingdae %) by conducting an
eElensive stratigraphic analysis of the standing remains
and digging targeted trenches for the levels prios to AD 79,
This integrated approach, however, was not reflected in
the ensuing monographs, partly due to the absence of
many mporiant lines of endguiry, sech as aschasometry
(1o buried and standing structuses and artefacts) and alibi
archaeologies, Indeed, the older excavations and their
lowwe flmds are elther not taken into conséderation (as in
Fresiader W1 109 oo are only mentioned in passing (as in fosdae
VI 13 and VI 7). Moreover, no atiention 5 pald to the
sevomd lives of the inadee examined.

As In the work on Beselae V13-4, the in-depth anci-
tectural analysis and phasing of the standing struciures is
the key element of the first {and so far the only) moeie
graph fon fnsdda V1 10) produced by Angele Amaoroso in
the framework of the Pompeil projects conducted by the
University of Bome La Saplenza s, While the themme is the
same, the approach is very different with respect not only
b the Propetto Regie V1, a4 highlighted by Andrea Carand-
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ini in his preface 1o A. Amoroso’s book, but also o the flrst
monagraph by the British Pompeii Project an besuia | 10
{19497) and 1o the volume on fnsulae V1 3=4 (1990}, In ac-
cofdanoe with the fird point of the methodological pro-
pansal of 1996, the unit of analysis and data presentation is
the whaole city block and not the individual building, as it
is I the Regin V1 Project, Moseover, the propaosed recon-
structicas, all on the insule scale, play a leading role, in-
Clding in the graphics. Lastly, although it foouses on the
architeciural component, A Amoroso's work neglects nej-
ther the histary of restosation nar the contexiualisation of
the loose finds from the older excavations™, To these in
particular, & painstaking review Is dedicated, focusing on
the excavation diarles, inventories and shipment registers,
this documentation forming the indispensable basis for
the subkequent steps, from the physical recovery of the
artefacts to their analytical study. These steps were nol
taken by A, Amoroso however, although in the same years,
they were the sulsject of an entire monograph (on Insia |
103 by the British Pompeii Project’?, This publication
proved that the archasology of archacology can be very
fruitful at Pompell. In other words, alibi archaeologies are
an excellent tool with which to revisit the older excava-
tions and increase our knowledge of the contexts they
brought to light, as well as the ancient wse contexis.

Reconsicderivig odod expvavations: legory deba and finds

With few exceplions, alibi excavations, conducted not in
siter, bt in archives, libraries and storage spaces, represent
aeine of the beast successial of the possilde lines of enguiny
In insede studies, at least wntll now. A leading rode in this
direction has been played by the British Pompetl Frofect, in
which Penelope M. Allison's work an the loose finds from
old excavations of fnsula 110 confirmed the potential of
the contextual study of such obrjects, as was also demon-
strated by Joanne Berry, Bernhard Slgges and Ria Berg™,
Interest in loose finds and their assemblages, seen as e-
flecting the uses of spaces and social practices, is also an
important element of the monographs on feilee 1X 8
(2007"%%) and 1X 3 (201954}, in the belief that “in any sur-
vey of the social and economic aspects of houses in Fome-
pell and Herculamewn, study of the linds showld play a
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erucial, perhaps the crucial, pan ™%, Ax highlighted by R
Berg, “objects form a dynamic interface between architec-
fonkc spaces and the activities of thelr iInhabitants ™58, The
location, structune and decoration of a bullt spsce can pro-
vide information about Lis function, a1 least regarding the
moment when those chodos were made, The olijocts found
inskde [t represent a source of data comcerning everyday life
ehvere in its fimal phase of use, loth projects, om Micbae 1X 8
and |X 3, chose to present the Fncs fnom the obd and nes
cxcavations in a single volume, combining the rescarch on
the “catene inventariali® (the reconstruction of the histor-
ic sequenice of Inveniory numbering schemes) and the
analysis of distribution patterns with the detalled func-
tional, typological and chronological stwdy of the kdenti-
fied and recovered artefacts (for fresula 1% 3, only 67 of the
S0 firds from the original excavation)®, This meant that
bty prrojects went furthers than their model, B0, Allison's
work on lisudar | 10, together with which they are the only
cases of systematic and comprehensive study of the arte-
fact assemblages in a city block, an approach owing much
of Its methodology to anthropological and sociological
stiidies of consumplion 169,

In search of a feasible (and sustainable)
research agenda

Research carried out in the last century has confinmed thist
thie b B the best unilt of analysis o terms of wides-
standing the evolution of both the urban Lyout and built
spaces; procecding block Iy ock, itis possibde to collect a
large amount of data, resulting in greater knowledge of the
settlemnent's life and rhythms and the changes it experi-
enced.

The best strategy seems b be the integrated approach:
thie adoption of a range of complementary methaods and
Investigation lechnbgues, both Imvasive {excavation) and
nen-invasive, on the ground (geopivsical prospections,
recording, documentation) and “alibi®, i e, exta sifae, In
anthives, SEOTAEE Aaces and libraries.

Shifting from theory o practice, the festba is the con-
taimer and organisational principle, consisting of imlivid-
wal balledings, rooms and components (walls, Moo, ocil-
imggs, roeaide Tincds), anificad by the comexst 180

The fertiliey of the insadie-based approach in ferms ol
Iscontrlsublon e the fesearch can b more fully evalwated
over the coming decades, via net anly the bilsliograghy
directly produced by the varkous fmsafa-based projects, bat
alsce works using that literatuie as & Dasis fof Tariber me-
wpg pche Indesd, thanks b drudda slupdies, anad tha rew sca-
son of documentation and study they have promated, the
way s now open [or wide-ranghng, maltlisciplinary -
search based on verified and validated records, In this way,
the ground has been id for overcoming the gap - which

B4 Artonedla Coraling

has characierised the literature on Pompell for two ceny.
ries - between detailed specific studies {rare) and general
wiorks (more numenous, but almost always based on sec-
ondary data and interpretations rather than primary data
ool sudlicient |E]iﬂ.h“||}"}m.

As conwincingly demonstrated by Heind Yonild éor fn-
sialia 1X 5, the imsula-based studies make it possible to bridge
thie gap between large and small scales™3, However, in or-
der to fulfil this potential, it is necessary to inlegrate the
analytical descrbption {of ihe material evldence as well ay
of the historical documentation) with the reconstrsction
of the bulldings' struciural and decorative biographyiss,
the analysis of the artefaces and the investigation of these
spaces a3 use contexts and indicators of the social segmen-
tation of thelr inhabitants'4, However, despiie these ad-
vances, in the Pompeii sample there are stll very fow “inm-
las biggraphies™ (understood as the wiality of events and
developments affecting & ity block during its lifetime)
that have been the subject of detailed studies, which pro-
vide thie scientific community with new data and perspec-
tives. Todate, no insila can b sabd 1o have been extensive-
Iy and completely investigated, studied and reported in a
sctentilic edition. Some projects lack stratigraphic investi-
gations, others an interpretative summary, still others the
resstessmienil of the older excavations or archacometric
analyses.

In some projects the prevalent interest is in chronolo-
gy, swemingly the ultimate purpose of all activitles. In
athars however, chironology Bas served o5 a wseful tool 1o
achibese the true objective, namely Ehe comprehensioe un-
cherstanding of the dnsde’s history, including both the ma-
terial features, objectively werifiable, and the mmaterial
aspects, which can only be hypothetical.

In retrospeect, 1L §s possible 1o recognise same trends
and groups in the research strategies adopied by inunks
studies. The main distinction concerns stratigraphic exca-
watiodns, prestnt n meost cases and absent im ot bers, such as
thie projects on Saesedae VT2, VI 3-8 and 1 10055,

Aside from the differences in terms of case studies,
strategies, methods and neswlis, all the fspla-based e
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search projects have been extremiely time-consuming, re-
q_l.iI.I'II'l-ﬂ. long-term commibtment. From the start of activi-
fies b the definitive publication, en average, at beast a
decade is needed, the post-reconding phase wsually taking
lomnger thian the feldwork,

Obviously, a key role in the peoject™s biogeaply s
played not only by its objectives and strategies, bul alio by
the nature of the available evidence and desvelopments in
methodology, which can increxse the volume anad range of
tiee information arlsing from the research,

In the last thiry yvears, regandless of the differences
determined by the distinctive characteristics of the ja.
ricular e selected as a case study, it Is possible fo necog.
nise an ideal model of intervention, in line with the pro-
posaks advanced by Andrea Caranding in 1996, based on
the experience so far galned,

Thiis agenda can be divided into three phases: doou-
meentation (1) analbysis () and sclenilfic publication (12E),

Phase [ {data collection), In most cases the longest and

mesl comiples, consiss of several stages:

L1, dataverification, by means of a careful examination of
buth the scientific litérature concerning the case shudy
amad material evidence!®;

L2, recovery anc anabysis of the “kegacy data®, from text-
wal to lconographic archival documentation's;

1.3, survey and documenitation of materlal evidence in sifu
{vtructures, decosations), including the recognition of
modern intervention and alibé archacology (loose
finds)s¥;

14, archacology of the building, with the stratigraphic
analysin of stancing struciurnes;

L5, archacometry of the building: charsctersation of ma-
terials, structural analysisto;

L. archarometry of the subsoll: geophysical sunays;

1.7, planning and execution of stratigraphic excavations,
maare or bess extensive, from the verification of work:
imgy hypotheses to the complete investigation™;

LA, classificatbon and stwdy of finds, from old and mwew
excavations.

Fhase I {data analyss) aims (5) 1o propose a reconstruction
of the bailding and the Tuncthonal history of the besila
v by werlghns umetll ALY 749 amd fil) o determine e histoe
£y ol the city bilock's "second ie®, froms U earliest excava-
tais o the present, a fundamenial component of the
study ol the farurka as @ whale®2,

In termes of dats management, GIS applications have
not Been wsed frequiently, altbuowgh they wee deployasd Bar
Biviaaline W T by the Unbeersity of Veneela and frsula VL by

ihe Swedish Pompedl Froject'h
I Phase 10 (data commusnkcation and sciendifie publica.

tiem, ieee appear o be two main approaches: on the one
Feand, there are single-volume works offering & sumimary of
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the full project, as in the four insna-based monographs
produced by the Reglo V1 Praject; on the other, there ane
thee multi-voldurme publications, as adopied by the British
Pompell Project for fnsabe 110 and by the Drada del Cemge-
arte Project for fosele 1X 817, The laiter strategy, which
eitals publication by line of enguiny, secves to ensure that
there s sbequate space for aspects of the research that
mighit have been treated more superficially in a single vol-
wme ofbented primariby towands architectusal and decora-
tive analysis, Such aspects include above all T revonstruc-
Hemod the secanc Dife of tse case study and the reassessment
of e alder excavations, based on the archacology of arch-
ives anal storage facilities, and the rediscosvery of data and
finds. The brsula-based scientilic literature does m univer:
sally encomipass the study of old excavations and conser-
vation. Where present, these themes tend 1o play a merely
ancillary role, in support of the archaeokogy of the build-
ings, which Is the maln focus of both the Geldwork and the
putdications. Agalnst this trend, with 15 own distinctiyve
interpretation of inude-based comprehensive analysis, the
Bologna University project treated the history of conserva-
tion and older excavations as at least equal in importance
to surface and subsoll archaeology. This unowel stance
was based on two assumptions: first, that the reassessment
af the older excavatbons is the mew [rontier in the feld of
Pompell studies; second, that inonder o imvestigate Pom-
pekl, with its entanglement of ancient realities and modern
perceptions., allbd archacologies, with theds “excavations”
in archives, storage Eacilitbes and libraries, have a funda-
mental role to play™, Indeed, by exploring the various
chagers amd protagonists of Uhe rediscoveries and sudies,

W67 Fuee this sgspainach sor Ellla 2008, on the “retail ouilets” in Pomppei
25 0 e sy, Oin fhe infoemustive peelential of prirmary oo
anad ilvelr use soe Lakdlaw 6T

LEE  Dhe kllweraiis 2N, 152, O ehe “nighbmase of oami s sl disgy-
tean” i b Pamepecii neseanc b and shadies see Wallace-Hadiil 1994,
&5 "Each gensratios disovers winl b hotroas the sxlent foowhich
intormation has bern ignoved neglocied, destropnd, amd 15k
s wanban dansage of &8) it uneepstied arsd usmiblished "]
Vallace Hadrell 195y, 41

189 Carandic sl gl 159, 32324 O Bhwe nesd B “retuen b i
available aichsologaa das - digwn o oe-sie survers gl
inbrgdafeal wit b ife legacy datanet exiracsed Trnm thie £ iy itk ™
aie [FHis 20,

1A Top o 16 & sov Sapvsd 20007 1 ystoad of al, 20007 § wabodi S forts
i JWE

1M Caranilies 61 4l 19, 12X

12 e Allwwdiin FFIK, 125

178 dsmiike W 7 facistia Bugiw Marating 2007; fossde ¥ 12 Dyl Unio
e al. 2iblh.

14 Faw B Bisk foermaela, with ungle-abume publicatbon by wveral
i liani, W kel e sando 2008 Vorsle Bans o 0%, Powaan
duwiighin 00T fos Bhar sy, with a stk weak conied -
litgd il @ dwrides of memographs om 8 sngle iBeme by oo or ben
wallery, sy Ling 1997 Paloner 2009 ; | ng"Ling 20885 Allison 20060,

iP5 Coralio Ba; Coraling 26306,

Insular in Comie sl B%

Scansionato con CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

they give volce fo the older excavatlons, enriching the
subatratum on which o base the data from new oae-site
research,

In search of agency: the insulo as a
whole, from second to first lives

Since its beginnings tn 198, the Undversity of Bologna
project s sought to analyse its case study, osula 1X B, nod
as a single-phase site, but as a complex palimpsest Lo per-
petual motion, seeking in this way to Tulfil it grest poten-
tlal for diachronke understanding.

Like ot heers in the same geriod, this project opted fora
multidisciplinary and multi-dimensional approach 7 with
several innovative aspects, loremost among which s the
imiportant mobe of alitd archaeologies and archassmetry @7,
Bt o these dimensions wene present in the main axes of
investigation, as a result of a deliberate decishon to conduct
a new reading of the imperfect Pompeil sample, paying
special attention 1o agency and materiality, in order to
mane from materlals to actvites and from activitles to
persoms and things e,

Conceived From the sutset as a long-term crndeavor,
the “hrada del Coerario™ project hod bwo main alms;
firstly, to Invesiigate in detail the physical evidence and
history of a Fompeii city block, analysed as a whale, from
its arigins o ll:u:]::.l: m‘imd.l:.r, [14] |rJ:|1I:|1':|." traces of the
changing lives of its inhabdtants, from both a dischronic
and a synchronic, phase-by-phase perspective. The expect-
ed result was better knowledye of both the first and second
lives of the case study, I all their components, magerial
and lmmaterdad, To write this long history 10 was necessary
to conghect a compretenaive analysis ol thee wrban bot in
accordance with an imerdisciplinary and experimental ap-
prosach?®,

The choloe of foads X 8 & a case study was deter-
mined by several factors. Flrsily, although some of its ndi.
vidual components already had 2 certaln profile in the
arc haeologkeal erature, the sl as o whobe lad never
b stughisd, Secomdly, with its ssuthern sector complete-
Iy umexcavatid, this city Iock had great potential in teems
of suratigraphic investigation, nod only of the levels preced-
ing AD 7%, I abo of the eniptive depoains. Lastly, the
Soprinfendersd had expresed By intentbon t carry oul
safety and restoration measures and 1o reopen the area to
the puldic, requiring a detailed study 0,

Thee pescarch was sructured in accoedance with a mubti-
axial ancl molti-level strategy, implementing teacitional
and innewative apgeroaches, na logle of cross-lertilation:
alibl archaeobogles; geophysical investigation of thi sl
soily stratigraphic excaations; builkling analyses (tech-
nbguies anad materials); archacometry; and [gial Archae
ology (310 Imaging, photog rammetry, modelbing '8,

A Aaloeella Coralind

Crver twio decadies Later, the fimnls coukd be said to have
been  rediscovered, following its original discovery in
IET9E by means of comprehensive excavatbons, bath b
Sifu (stratigraphic and alibl, in storage facilities, museums,
archibves amd libraries™?, the objective being to go back in
Ehime From the current situation to the inltal rediscovery.

Given thelr Importance w0 the construction of the iy-
warlat as an archacological object, great attention was paid to
its rediscovery and study, as well as the decisions concern-
ing conservatlon and presentation's,

This approach arose from He conviction that in arch-
avology, especially in historical sites such as Pomgpeti, the
investigation cannot be lmited o the material evidence
brought bo light by excavations but must be extended 1o
the events that have affected those remains since their re.
discovery. Those evenits, with respect to both the material
evidenor and the literature, have contributed to the forma-
tlon af our case study, via the hybridisation of ancient and
e,

Duie to jts lomg and complex like, Pomseb epresents
an excellent case study for the archacology of agency ap-
plied to a Roman town, from the past to the present, in-
volving things and persons'®, In order to exploit the po-
tentlal of this multl-kayered evidence, the Bologna project
adopted a global approach with a multidisciplinary and
imchusive srategy, The reslt swis a maore in-depth diaboguee
between complementary views and academic discplines,
from human to “hard” sciences, and a plurality of 1wpics
andd tools, with the dnsula as the common denominator
and unifying element,

The key lines of research in the project concemed not
only archiecture, urban design, decosations and material
culture, but alio archaeometric investigations (geophysics,
characterisation of materialsh, the archaeology of reston-
ton (ke the reconstruction of the fnsula® conservation
historyl, three-dimensional modelling and data manage-
ment by means of 3 Geographical Information System,
Last but nod least, the projpect analysed the success of this
drsialie and bts compdients among the scientific communi-

i7&  Fur o simiban appeoach of. the Forum Pommpei Project see Dotsbins
Ball 2iMp,

177 Sanion MK Gechacomeny ) Coraling 20980 deliti archaeolo-
s

178 O the teem “agency ™ amd Hs use iy this pager see shenw, im. 12,

179 Coraliml 20055, 1F-8lh

180 (w0 ik sientiis biggraphy of biwdd 15 B owee Coralial 2008k, #9-
LLLL

18 Coralimi 20088, 174k

1EF T the hisbary o dhee aldir eagavations s Cosaling 219D, 4%-=50.

163 Fow g vimilar apgpunach sec the D Fasspen case sy, Raind 20015
Hlairull 101 Za; Bl vl 206100 Pt 204 2e; Baiped 2004 Baipal Mo Fadyer
BHH

1B4 Coalimi 2008k, 100 =140 F, Knpali, 1. Espesivai.

185 Coralimi 2021
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ty, s reflected in scholarly publications, in order 10 assess
its cultural ography'&s,

The excavation programme (21 stratigraphic trenches)
was hased on a review of carlier discoveries on the site and
more recent surveys, both geophysical and structural
{fig. 2187,

Material culture, in all its aspects, was the main sub-
ject of the project, with a particular emphasis on the loose
findds from the obder excavations. The study of artefacts as
the contents of built (and sometimes decorated) spaces
was modelled on the methedological approach adopted by
other scholars to finds and antefact assemiblages in Pompedi
and beyond (Penclope M. Allison in particular)'ss, but
with an important difference: in the Bologna project the
coiftestual reading was based on an extensive and detailed
catalogue of all traceable objects recovered in 1879 and
1E8, with a complete examination of the finds” contexts
divided into general 2ones within the imsula (fig. 3). The
analysis of the artefact assemblages covered not only the
lacation and probable function of the items, but also their
ypology, chronology and decoration; equal attention was
paid to production and consumption. For the objects re-
covered in the 19%h.century excavations, the work was
bassl on a painstaking examination of diares, inventores
and storage facilities, a process that made it possible to
tradk dosm thie fnds to thelr modern loestions 89,

The work carricd out on frsube 1X 8 is a clear example
of hiow the older excavations, althiough incomplete and
imperfiect, can contribate t0 3 social reading of the ancient
chiy b o 1he cansful use of legacy dara,

Redbscoveries (TRF9-1880; 1912; 19992004 )

[he secomd e ol bsibe DX 8 garted on 21 April 1879,
when the excavations intercepted two mooms of the beal-
weram i the western secbor of this city block'™, Between
April 1B7Y arud September 1880, most of the firtls was
uncarthed, except for its southern ares, unexplored even
faday, In addition to the ondinary excavations ("sterri™)
fhiere were also special interventhons {“scavi appositl™, "su-
petiormente ordinatl ™), dedicated to specilic spaces, which
wire ianally associated with visits 1o the worksite by ilus-
bricus personages. On these oocasions, the amount and
Quaslity ool L he Tineds £ trovamenti™) werne much higher than
Fhie average of the otler days, suggesting that these events
were contrived. An exemplary case b5 that of the objects
disgovered dunng the eighteenth centenary celebrations
of Lthe eruptbon: in one single day, Septembser 25, 1879, the
excavations vielded a suspichously large quantity of fimds
of particular inkerest. Workshop 1X 8, 4 vielded 161 objects,
meastly bronee, varying in functbon and quality: an arefacy
J“'."Iﬂbl.ﬂﬁ: thiat cowld I Int-rqm'lnl s citiwer anchenl {an
imtentional and temporary deposat, posaibly Enked 1o work
taking place nearby) or modem {the intention being o
create a special set for lustrious guests?) ™, On the same

Fasrs |lu|u;r|-1 an Augwl &7

day, In rdviculuns 12 of the i del Cenlenitin, the excava-
tHoms brought 1o light two skeletons and one of the maost
notable fimds (“trovamenti degnd e nasta® j ol this fmsaka, a
prewdo-emblem foor mosaic with a central pobvchrome
gargorelon and two figured panels, perhaps evocative of
Egy piban tophcs, on the shorl des™2,

By the end of the excavations, the uncarthed parg of
the ity Wock consisted of some shops overlooking Vi ol
Medar, logether with Uhree bullding units varybng in size and
complexity: from nofth o south, & lrge domiu (with two
aiviwm quarters, a peristyliuns, 2 western anea including a
serwlce abriam, a balmesin and an elegant vererainnl; in the
somithwestern sectos, with an entrandoe from the west alley,
a srnaller building, identified as & Fospirii thanks o the
charcoal Inscriptbon (Fospitiiam g Fionil on the south
wall of the fiwces; and the pars postice of a dorms with a
pseudo-peristylium, only partially investigated.

For structures and decorations, as well a5 for parietal
Inscriptions, fn sity conservation was a well-established
practice {except in a few cases of greater value or interes
suech as, noour imsufa, the pseudo-emblem with the gor-
goneion, the Livarfavt painting with Bacchus and Vesuvius
From the small atriun 49 and the picture with Philoctetes
from alz 200 In conteast, the mobile and movable fods
were tranaferred o the National Archaeological Musewm
of Maphes, a process that continued for the next fifteen
years, uniil 194191,

The excavations in feads X 8 yielded almost four
hundred objects. The relative pascity of mabile lsds fes-
pectally when considered in relation to the size of the un-
earthed area, almost IO square metres) can be interprel-
o inab least two ways: o a weilection of the reality of the
iepnaila’s last phase of Ufe, between ADY 62 and ALY 79 o,
more plausibly, a5 the result of very selective methods of
excavating, reoovering and recording the finds'™, The Lai-
ter hypothesis s supported by ihe nature of the findings

184 The mxent mosngraph om the *Viths di D™ a0 Pormpen s
s o the hame methaodobogical cBuoles dDessales 20200, and
an Hhrse o the peaject on Vil A at Oploniis (O laikeSantsaer
0k Clarke Mlundassd 2019 Clarke SMuntasser sorlcoming|

187 Sanboro et o, 2005%; Saniom JETh

V83 Fowr Poampesil e Berry 19978 Doy 19900 ARlison 2004, Allison
Dy, Bovg 2bna; Berg 2009, Foc ather sites see Calull 2000 g hw
s &AMty 200 (Bosrivan rndlitary bases of the Lisies Cenmmamio-
Raetivid & Haird 200 20y Raind 14 |Im-\fm|r.nf

189 Corabing 20088, 1H%- JH4.

190 Fow the older escavations {1R70- 1R800 i thia ddsale wiv Coralimi
Hiiiib, 45 5

¥ Cowading 200 85, 4%

192 lirares -Lta Furesderg o Marriomnatie ol Nupead [WLARR G, kv, ER2Z3R0L o
lirsi 2000, B1; Coralani 2Rk, 49 52§ RO L

193 Coradni 20080, 10~ THE,

194 i iy prosilsle doubile reading see Beery 9974, 1221, (cas disdy,
Prsiilaee | % 11 arsd 19, 120
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themselves: bronzes and plass prevail, whibe ceramics ane
scarce of completely abseni 93,

[MMsregarding a brief episode, n 1912, when Francesco
Roncicchi carred out excavations in the peristyiiumne, ook-
Ing for traces of the ancient garden, the second season of
the excavations in the fmsufa began with the University of
Bologna project and consisted chicfly of small-scale stratl-
graphic imvestigations (1999-2004), The results have pro-
wided amswers o msadty feseanch gquestlons, also concern-
ing the chronodogy of the ciy block's eardiest phases of
ocoupation'™®, However, some important probdems remain
to be settled, particularly the genesis of the large double-
afrinmt dovmas and the formation of the peristydiung a small
number of sratigraphkc trenches could provide useful
Informatbom (fig. 25197,

From recording to publication

Regarding data collection, In order to balance tradition
ithe recording and documentation of the evidence, exc-
vations, the study of the finds) and innovation (geophys-
Ics, the archaeometry of buildings and materials, Digital
Archaealogy), there were three main lings of sctlon: alibi
archaeologics, the extensive use of archaeometry and Vir-
tual and Augmented Reality.

Archacometry was applicd In various research areas:
Investigation of the subsoil made it possible to test the in-
tegration of geodiagnostic methods and technigues, such
a5 georadar and microgravimetry, and supported the plan-
ning of stratigraphic excavations'™; the structural analysis
of the evidence still fn sifr, a5 well a5 the physical and
chemical characterisation of the materials, provided valu-
abvle data both for the archasology of construction and for
o Fvationn ancl restorstion projpecis! e,

Alilbd archaeologies made an Important contrilmstion
nast oely o oar undersianding of the gz n AD 79, but
also 1o the reconstruction of Hs second lie, from its discoe-
ery o its current state, via a long series of maintenance and
peslorathon measurcs?o,

Virtual Archasology rised new questions and enabled
i timely verification of the working hypotheses. The 313
ol ling, wimad at meconstructing not only the frsela’s
ancient use contexis, bai also its visual scapes, proceeded
by paralle] with thie data gat hering, supporting the study ab
every slage {higs. da )0

The pubtishing programme began with a moaogmph
dedicatind t6 archavimetey entithsl Mnbieging aguetic e

genflsiche ¢ amalisi urcleametriclse (200000, followed, ten
years bater, by s monogeapsh covering the old and new exci-
vialbns? ™, Bt by works represented a oew pith i paablish-
ing.

The first wais entinely devoled (o g research area which
in vher projects, where present, plaved a mercly andillary
e, The secomd chose to combine the presentation of
recent excavations (the stratigraphic assays of the period

ol Ansorsila Caraling

1P0- 2004 ) with that of the older excavations (18791880,
The result was a work divided into two parts, each with its
own specific organisation of content, consistent with the
approach of the two research seasons. In 1879-1880, this
consisted of ordinary and targeted excavations, with selec-
tive recovery of finds, focusing on the most valuable and
Imteresting iems™3, In the carly 2000s, 21 stratigraphic
assays were conducted in levels prior o AD 79, bo verify the
city block's oldest phases?™, The consistency of the second
mondgraph was ensured not only by the unit of anabysis,
thie Reseila, but also by the contextual appeoach to the
studdy of the mobile finds, not enly classified typologically
and chronobogically, but also evaluated in relation to theie
contexts, both of discovery and ancient use. Fenelope M,
Alllson's work on the finds from the older excavations in
fresuala 1 10 {the first systematic analysis by city block of ob-
[ects and contexts from non-sdratigraphic investigations in
Pomgpell B9 was an Important model, in terms of botk the
eontextual approach and the systematic presentation of
thie material evidence. With respect to that model, how-
ever, the monogmph on the obd and new excavations of
Tiesiila LX 8 differed in several ways: the declslon to present
in the same volume finds from excavations that were very
different in purposes and methods, as well as period; the
specific and detailed analysis, absent in P, M, Allison's
wink, of the finds from the older excavations: and the
double reacling, encompassing both the archaeology of pro-
duction and the functional analysis of the artefacts bn their
contexts of rediscovery. Far from restricting itself to the
presentation of the finds and their stravigraphy, the Bol-
ofna project’s second volume sdopied a comprehensive ap-
proach, seeking 1o add significantly to our understanding
of the imsula's life, from the carliest occupation to recent
e,

The fiest two monographs puldisted by the Bologna
project represent an excavation report aimed not only 3t
presenting and discussing methods, data, and interpreta-
tions, but alse at contextualising information from one
specific site (here, o city ookl within its wider urban set-
i
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The iecand lives of Inzulo 1K B

e irsula™s prarrevdied Jide:
i sl 1ie, o eorservaefivn o resdoraddo
Il starting paoint or the econstruciion aof the material
wier crindd Tebw dal Darsedicl 12X 8 was thae |||:.|1|.|i:l||:-.|1|.11 ExCEvalian
fardd conservation) diares from 187 onwards, arclival
plictograpli and scatieoed pulilications. Due to the leck of
docurmentation, i order 1o serile the modern bistory of
thoe drtsaner, Troen The Tirs) excavatines 1o imdne pecent con-
s rvatiany massures, s are obilipisl toomely ons ||.|i||'..1.|LII1|.:
adnadysby of the unpobilished dota, comiined with a thor.
ol e xarmireatiosn o The roateria] evidence stbl o sipese
For 1his cily lalesck, the hstiary il comservition aidl
Tesboratioy e gan very warly, in 18T, whaen the strociuecs
That had just beei Biremeghd o light wene i idcitely e
stored and the main unit, the s del Cenfemarin, wan
Il|ll."-ll.'l1 1o L |||.|I:-I||,'-i‘5'i' A% wils commenean i this i o
Pomipeil's second [ife, the wntiee CHy hlock = tron Ele very
treginning of iis seeond Hie - was extensively pestopsa2?

Indesd, in this period, slandoming “leccessivo sorupolio
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Fig. Al Powsronl, Insula i 8, Cana ale Convenacie 90K 8, 6., sriam 2,

anttriwic i sk, ward i, sove Faowid M wedenier wardial o ol

dlel Fharelli ¢ e rifugesiva i ognk aggpiunta ded neovo sull®an-
tico”, Michele Ruggiero fegan & mesw serson of measures
“fi consolidamento ¢ di protesbone ™28,

Significant condirmatica of 1 work conducted since
BT Is abso prowided by (i plotographbc documen tition,
starting from bmages of excavalions in progress. [n these,
impd e, it i clear thiod the restoration od strectuees il dec
oralions r-r--x'mﬂul slongslde thelr “liberstion”, iu.r1|1.
thamks Son b excavatioen et ol intriclscsl |1:.' Cabbsa
Fiomelll, froem abowe and (o Bayers, syl b allosy el Char maain
Eemnannce o site ol stamcace® feoais and thissie semanesdiade
comslidatioan 8 Historical phiotographs we very useful,

for examiple by makbing i posablale to lallow the successive
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Flg. = Mo, Imsela X 8, Casa &l Comlenatio (10X 8, 3 &1, peristelivem

9 gakdyr, e soliifesasl

amangements af the insaln’s nudn space; the perisipiliseg of
the Casa o Crntemario: its firl arrangement a5 8 ganlen
ek place in 1405, on the initative of Antonio Sclﬁlj.mn
pethaps on the basis of the results of the excavations
carried oul a few years before, In ]m-{ﬁg&. Sa- e,

T current state of Insade X 8 §s the product of o long
willes of upﬁm;lq_". of orclinary maintenance, Conservatbon
amed pefurbishmecnt, gulded by yery different criteris and
alewst alwavs lacking adequate dooumentation., The resalt
i% a hybridd e anclent and modern, in which the profidem
of recognisabality is often diffioadt, If not impossibde, to
splved research Into the archacolegy of restoration, like
tluat uividerts ke for feselin TX R, is inevitalsly hampered not
ol oy the scascity ol wrllten sounces, bat also by the ten-
demicy 10 camoasflage the malntenance and restoralion
meastnes. Betracing that histery, from 1879 1o 2015, re-
uired diligent ||-i|i||;;||.;'|_ujn::1t amd stratigraphic work, com-
taning Uhe examination of textual and viseal soumces with
Lhie grnalvals of thie evidernoe still i sinds,

Im 1924, Amedes Majurd ingrodeced ihe practice of
regularhy reconding =il rapporto del magiion Lok di pro-
tesbone ¢ pstaun del meonument "8 in the Gievmaic der
Saprastanti, However, there is little tiace of crdinary main-
TEhae ||3.'1-'.n1|‘; bt wiih \JII.'I\.HIL tasks (hudbders, maossl-
clsts, painters) in the archives, including the i inarmnle dier
Lotverd amdd Mraetichie Extiente, Even what we dio have s mostly
limmited 1o referenoes o meeasares condected bnoa single
biuaidding ueslt o eesm’,

I adclitkon tor textueal sounoes, in Uhis case fos, 3 -
paartant role 18 |_|I.|'|.'-|-|I b wisual evidienee, both |.|;r.'||:|h||.'u.|1-.l:
photograpdic, disgrilated over several archibves. The graph:

Forsa Biumgen bn A 55

Fég. 7 |"|||I|II\,'.I.I_ Erssils X &, Casade] CentenarioddN 8 4 A al, porisiylium
T ST Fl-lrl'\.u_"\.'|n.:rl'|:.|.'.m'.r.r| forsis o lae fResf floow, bye A, SEaiurd in
19281929,

ic sources consist mainly of genenl views of ndividuoal
rowams o detailed reproductions of decoratbons?"® while
the photographs document almaost cxclusively the general
gituation, state of coenservation, areas il cisk and reskora
thom meadures {ligs. &; T

Amaong the graplibc soarces, |ules-Léon Chifilog's work
(1), which i lides Both cescomwentation amd virtimd
restoration, stands cat for s wealth of data and accuracy:
the presemtation of siruoiunes and decorat oss, witks cross
sectionsof the irisidi and o general plan framed by a samiple
of floor decorations, is followed by a proposal for imbe
grative restoration (fig. B9 In the same period, Luigl
Bazzani dedicated several watercolours to fuwda 1% K,

04 Casaliml 2ibl&E, 550, b e excavaizomy iy PRI Copalind ME3006H
1R L., Bor the aersdigomeis] of Ehe gasde ton wiliig s, pogvioisly,
Clarallo 2RI, btk no. 300)

1% Cotaling 200088, Mo -18040°, Bisgeily, 18, | spematul Ui ghis et el
shall pelevant, ace D Al atiio 2000, g, B, 6T

16 Mauey [9E, 5436 1L

2T 1% Allm e FUUHE, 1 NG- 128

218 Fune Preats 1% B, (B Dverr Largeost grameg oo choummonds { Tosuscd o6
wall-pamntingsh arv b e Arcidves of Diwings of ihe Arckiase
bogtical Waseurmd Maples snld the Gernsn S locokogie ad Institule

2T T bhwe Lirgest aschilve icasiaioed DUCeivio Feagrabion del Paeoo
g Bnlisgions ol Pusmgssd: Lampapna Spadibe i Ribrvamsmig ¢
I uimi nitasione shfl' Beituba Cemiiale jod @ Caalogn ¢ la Dhan
mitniasicane [I0A 18] € aampuagmna ahizl A e gl E sk IEsbignis
Allii Bl 10 i Al jisd R b imsast B aiduhiod pedtasial aiohacs Dvinch
as the Gusman fund of the inaitug Nationad de U stolee de P
Faendla 20008
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Fig. o Permper, ik BX ¥, Casa del Cemenaringl & Atk il sl (P, laragiom. A corrend sifekiiders, T sbale e Bl canty NP oomtury: O viefaal

selecting the most interesting aspects of its main unit, the
s abed Cenidenarin® =,

In the bong second life of this insds, the maost relevant
divelapments are the rearrangements of 1he |_.r,:|:.:|1_'r|. slafrt-
tmg with its carliest reconstructbon in 19405, and the restoga-
teon of the north-western corner of the peelerliom in 19227 -
1978. Heme, in accordance with Ameden Maiurl's new
conservation stralegy, a “recovery restoration”™ (restagno di

ripristiniesy b o the partial anastylosis of the upper floor
g, 72

(ko paapier; Irvsula IX & in fle soiesrbific I fera e
This oity block® Immaterial second lite is as rich as the
ey wcal: the pcsence of frsedsr 1X B in the :r{ha;:u-l.:.giml
literature Began very carly, with the rediscovery reports. It
entered the history of archacological studles in the carly
BRI, '.I'urirll}' after the start of excavatbons.

The excavation reports, swiltly published Ty Antoaio
Sl laru lon Netieie depli Scavi ofi Asficlhite {1 E?9, 18A0Y, wene
epuickly folloaved up by the description of the wall paint-
ings by the sams it (1B E August Blaa's reports in
Ll Mallerei o '-rru'l]w.lmh'.'r.r.:d.r.'l"hlrrmu Archoaligion frev-
wrartice 1RRE, THE2), which inclmbed detabled surveys of
stamding steuctures and decorated sarfaces ien sila, with in-
terpuetvliony al their evoduton, and (e comprehensive
precsertation il Uie fusali by Emall Fresachn ( IRE2§223,

Aler tRus dntial pebase, Dhe sCicntific Bdogea b af du
aialad BX 8 b Ber D dlosmdmated by s amain Bewilolingg senil,
thee large dapris callid Canr dbd @ emferards, along with a
consplowos aamaan ol studics oo individaal o tramve
sal tharrmes, Dl lackimg dumil 20607 ) msriesgeapbey deviostasd
bk Ele disnla as & wheded i,

By far the most proapubar subject is the bitarfien geilint
ing with Badchus amd Vesovios (g R Secomad palace

goes oy thie Aegyptiorg, mesne r bess dlearly identiliabde in
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the unearnhed evidence, and cubicidun 43, with its figuree
Vimeris%. These are followed by components of the rich
decoration, especlally the wall paintings, incleding the
Candelabsra Style of triclihen 41, the elegant Fourth Style
of degus 7, the sumptuous virkdarbiom picin with spmplae
i and, among the mobile firdds, thie beoree datuetic of
the “Drunken Satyr™ 17

In search of ancient lves

TRurifn el iherarantend Spoes

Recognising amsd recospsdructing the main phases of the
l_'|l'!,' hlesck™s Haves as an entity in X, constantly b=ing con-
strwcted, tern dovwn, rebilt ariad fefuir BT, was, and ooin-
ilmues 1o be, one of the main issees in the rade I 8 e
search prcject. Companed o other dosela-based projects
hevaevier, thie stacly amd graphic reconstiuction (folliwing
Lhie mecdeld of the "1 lduser in I"-.:-||||1|.'ji" pEraect b WAL SC00Mm-
|1:u|i-e~|| Ianl.' I bwir I|}'|:u_|||1|_~1||_',j.| pecorsd roactbomn of the acient
0 BN with thicir sodumes and surtaces, |'l:|' IS 4f win
tual restoration s,

A2 scagliarimd A orasiid Mole 2008, 13- 15 s 57 PER PR

S8 Carrabmh 2R BIWEOAE Bispsali TE Pspasatasi

A1 Simdliaims DHEPW, Sisglpgmo Taeei Rdan 1850 Mau 1882 Prosahn
IER2, Al I

I A vsahivi MRl Cuoqiad

FI% U qealliim JOFKE, VI

datn § 5iTd

Yk, b R Aty U geafbere 410
28 EHi e fi

e e wemi g ousing, et -Horland 2007, 113-118

i 46l e Deiiin Ao woe Blalzise 20K, B -0,

JI8 L oialiEi oy biael JEIT; Scagliarinb® onadimic] lelg JH; Lo
P mnoae )y i
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Invthis preocess of rediscovery, the integrated approach
combined few documentation and astopsy campaigns
with legacy data analysis, seeking toacepbne as mveh inbor-
mation as possible concerning mot oanly disnensions and
aliagscs, bt also images aml ool

For Uhe pecosiding anad amalysis of the o site semiains
istructures amd surfaces), the project adopted a doal ap
pivach, weking boih o clucllaie the dnudke's stroctoral
Bistory and tor chocwiment a manwment which s il inoa
state of Change? 19,

s regards intergaoetatbon and dating, the peoblems are
The sami as Those J.Tiﬂlin;glﬂl'h'.-r projects de. g, Roger Ijnﬂ
o ¥ hvee Pt mnvosoggrapl on Feistal | W39 existing walls and
pavements that prevent excavation bemseath them; pewsed
Puiblimg materials that make newer walls look lke obder
anfies; Bl Lact thad the builders of l'q.'lmpl,-:ll sl apes dmcer-
Tt amid Feficalatum contemporansously; and the reluc-
tanoe ol maosdern restoners to make sure that thelr interven-
licis &by Fecognisable. As a comsequence, wall paintings
and floor decorstions continue to be the most “precise®
ating ftools, fnwile TN & hasy paintings in the Third and
Foarth Sryles anad e menits in anpes sigerinunm [racrimpesiol
and krvapesta, which were more commaon in the 20 and 19
wenturies BC (some decorated with grids of tesserae, fre-
gucnthy asociated with the First Stylel. Cther oo have
black-and-white tesscllated masaics, which can be as-
sigmed to the Third amnd Fowrth Styles, and, In cecus 7, a
pavemsnt with fragments of coloured marble dating Inem
the late 14 century BC (g, B35

e o the most difficult challenges concerns Lhe
phasng of the ancient interventions discernible in the
material evidence, for example in the western quariers of
thee ks, where structural and decorative modifications
gttest fo significant changes taking place during the 1#
wemtury ALY Here, in fricfinier 41, the decorstion under-
wind partial enovation (perhaps coeval with the creation
of 1 he adjacent vemermen ), which entalled the repainting of
the contral walls, This anea proves the uselulmess of legacy
data bop the fecomst puection of ancient spaces: in wiclimiem
A1 wspercbally, due 10 its poor comservalion, the new dodcu-
miestation alome would pot bave been sufficient o pe-
ceigriise thie original patterns and fgures, but fhe fesial
aned Vil sestces miade o decisive conitribution, Yie a pa
et presiess of pe-Compemition, owing the moent dico-
marifatissn av i Esas ansl tha detabled descriptions of the
varliesd psderi viewers as a guide, The imiginal sappearance
ol Thue wea ] e dspatic s laan b mestomed (g, 100 -g £9

Ly spmag s M E0 finaly rew ersiulioned aoiid ivew ot

A o sl bey ins sanbat i le d Vg ool e ot s i Dl secommd
mamogragedy exanmined, b i fiest section, s ly dhae older
excayvationms carpiod ool ln TEF9- I8E0 anad the mosdesn like
ul thee wmearthed area, while the sccondd section |'|r|."|.-|'|1!|'ql
Pl resalts ool the s Tecont 1J:I.:III,|.|_I'J|'IE‘I.II.’ sl igLaRiorsy
(RS2 The ways in which 1he anedsle finds wene

o Brumper bn Assgad 57

harelied differed slearpdy: these of the older excavatiomn
were examined analytically, ibem by item, and contexiual-
By, with essays aen Phe artefact asservblages and their “oon-
Raliners” (e spaces whene they were Found Y9 those pe-
cedwnial chiring Ehee stratigraphic investigations were subject
e pypobsgical analysiv amd chronedogical assesament, on
the Basas ol & pruabnstaking examination, witls esaarys dealing
with their majr calegories, mom artefacts e ecolacns,
slarting with pitery awsd concluding with archacobstanic-
al and archavoeoologloal rermains?® In the first section,
the discussbon of the finds, from the perspective of the
artefact assermbdages, was follovwed by a catalogue erganied
by plhsical context. I the seoond sectlon, presenting the
artefacival, archacobotanical and archacoronlogical evi-
cence fmam the meocnl steatigraphic trenchaes, the finds
weere catalogusd by material and chass, angd the artefacts
were discussed in relation to their implications for the
chiromalogy of the stiuctures and, whene possibile, their
provenance. The standard poings of reference wane primar
by other Pompeil assemilages, bast reberemnce wak also made
nie ot her sites, if neocssary, in onder to prosiuce a coberent
picture of the datable material in the contextol the general
prictune from the oy,

OF almost four humded fnds fom te older excava-
tions, only & third was recovered and kdentified by the Bol-
ogna project, These are mostly bronzes and glass, while
cerarmics were almost absent, as b5 usual with 19%%-centuny
excavathons. The surviving objects include pheces ol
statuary of varying quality, from a very fine bronze Satyvr
to Bess pefloed marbles (Hermaphooditos, Venus Anaedy-
canene, 3 mondpsbiom with a Dbomysian heemi, Lasaly,
there are arbefacts Tmbed w0 cultie ancd religioons actvities,
such aa g spstrwre anad applicuee with a bust of Africa nespec.
I!'r'l.-lj.' T o the largest atrien, 2, ancl o e 1 =

The memt imtercsting data came froan the contexiual
reading. The amabysis of the spatial disteibution of 1he e
conthid fimads highlighted their conoentration in cerain
arvas and roormes g ) a buibding unit, navbe a \hup ilx
&, 41, |1pr'.r||n|.; oy Boe Ve afi Mo (16E iBema; the so-gallod
Jﬁnpﬁmlifﬂﬂﬂ Fiovrd (B4 ibemisk; Uhe corridor, 59, Iwtween
the sector with Uhe venoroam ansh the perisdylme (50 ifoms);
the arca of Thee largest asrdom of e € ol Crtesrae (6

F20 lou b posasa w i aitalimi 2Pk BBn- D) G 8 6o siikdy D1ba
Bilas K 0k Mansasend @01 sy s, i 0200

20 A wirmmilar apgoosaki b il AN e Saighe St Prsot m
Prapasil P ol ol PRET, R Baan 1T
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Fig. 11 Pompeii, Insula 1% 8, Case del Centenario (05 &, 2.6.0), atriam 3, plan artefact acievabhlages from e alder cocivation,

items); Lhe south-eastern sector, near the vieldinarr with
the mpampliacun (348 iterms 1Y,

Considered from a brosder perspectbae including Pom-
i ard beyond, the data seem o confinm that (1) 1he finds
in private spaces were highly clustered, (i) there were pri-
mary slorage ancas whanse conlents were mpﬂ'il,:-.rin terms
of quantity, and soavetimes even quality, and (lil) these
areas were often tocated in the entrance sector?™, Given
the small quantity of finds recovered from the msehia’s
“public” areas, such os the fabdivue, alee snd triclinda, the
presence of these siorage spaces can be scen as refleciing a
logic of safckeeping, as suggested by Ria Berg: everyday
olsjerts were probabily mostly kept in spaces other than the
oy they were used Int®,

I terms of arbefacts, the assemblage of the area of the
aitriuin was the most nlormative, as previcaisly pointed out
by Penclope M. Alllson, Joanne Berry and Dethard Sig-
Bos® 0 Here, as b otber contexts, o cxample thie Casr el
Merunndro {110, 4), the finds were distributed predominant-
Iy arounad the finses: in the notth-west cormer of the atri-
nr, prodsabdy in cupboacds (446 itemsk; and in the ook
near the fawces (a, b, B with 6, 4 and 7 iems respectively) 2,
O the opposite side of the airiung, atound Dhe fllimee,
thnere were very [ew finds, althowgh they wene significant: a

caneefabrum, in the oeoes @ the east of the Gl

various bronze iems including locks, handles, a key, oodns,

@R Antonella Coraliml

a vessel and two bases, in addition to fragments of o glass
window, in the fabfipue (08 ek amd @ sundial inthe
cortidor between the bwo rooms (Fig, 113842,

The area of the peristydium, including the court, porti-
o5 andd annexes, appeared almost empty: here the excave-
tioms brought to light only the medium-sired bronze of the
Drunken Satyr, n an undefined position i the ganden,
arch the marbbe statuette of Hermaphiroditos, maybe in the
south amnridacrnn near the wirdariim with the mymmphae
urril,

A similar dearth of finds was encountersd in the kit-
chens, where even the iImposing berariien in the south-gast
corner of the small atrigm 49 was found to be empty, and

25 Coralina 8L, §74; W28 (N B4, shop, o sorage spacels
I7EE; 335-252 lwrcalbed Hospimoms Phopes Fimwdis 170 299-311
fneitidon 39 W6T- WY 200288 darreew Z0; D70 E; H1R-332 (ehs
somal Meaanbeim s ori

20 Berp Hilha.

219 ferg JAY, Bl AL

2D Derry 1990 Sigpes 2002, 860-475; Allison 2004, 65-R(Teomt hall
davaly Adlrsom 200, EF1-27 3,

241 Cogalini 201Ely, 230260,

242 Cogalinl 2008, 267 - 264, 265 frandnlabrum

248 Coralin ME&8, 109 [ IRs-297
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the excavation reports mention only three arelacts?™,
Considering the ways of recovering and recording the
firds, 11 i hand (o determine whether the data reflect the
anchend context of wee, §oe s kitehen thist was insctive st
the time of the eruption, or i i is the product of drastic
sebection fodlowing the discovery,

Besides atripme 2, otler storage arcas. both perinaneiit
and temporary, can be recognised, the most evident being
the corridor, 39, running between the area of the veoeroam
andd the peristpdinm, the rooms cast of the virkiarums with
the mmiphiaeun and the shop at number 435, [ was ihe
fatter that contained the greatest number of items (161,
almost all in bronee). A number of factors regarding this
avemblage {quality, quantity, typelogy) suggest it func-
thonesd a5 a storage area in AD 79, although the deoum-
stances of the discovery {during the celebrations of the
1 centenary of the eruption on 25 September 1879) call
its refiability Into question. Is this really where the assem-
blage was found? Or was part or all of it found in other
places, being transferred here anly later, in order to build a
sed worthy of the iImportant anniversary 47

Chusters of artefacts, prabably activity-related, i found
oiitside the probable storage aneas, can be considered pao-
tential indicators of ongoing activites at the time of the
eruption? In frsela IX 8, there s only one case where [t ks
pendible 10 recognise comvergences between decorations
and |oose finds. Ina anbicwlun, by, of the langest airium, 2,
wiinse wall paintings depict Egyptian themes, or some-
whaere in s vicknity, the excavations recovered two llens
considered by many scholars to be evidence of a spectfic
relatbonship with the cult of Isis, or at least of 3 particulas
Interest In Acgypifaca: a systren and an appdigque with a busi
of Africald,

As in other private contests, the nature, gquality and
distribution of the varkouws antefacts recovered in Deswle [ 8
confirm three things: (irst, spaces could be adapted to
various purposes; second, these (albeit prefiminary) stud-
ies of artefacts can pobentially identify rented properiies
and rental practices; thied, there is undenialde evidence
that whether rented or oswneroncupied, private spaces as
well as whobe insudae were invodved “in 2 constant sym-
phomy of change™H9,

e case study of Musula 1X 8 proves that, despite the
difficulties in reconstructing the reconds of the obider eaca-
vatiamns bn Pompell, cavsed by both the lack of precision in
the lieldwork and the omision of les interesting finds
such as ceramicy or incomplete ems, such work is mod
only pomsilile, but also worth the considerable efforg e
quired,

"In any survey of the social and economis aspects of
Iwmewes i Pompedl and Hercubancann, study of the Finds
should play a cruclal, perhaps the crucial, part™: the work
of the pust thiree decades, ot omly frsra-basod, but also
sewrus-bascd, confirmed Andrew Wallace-Hadnill's words
of 1932, showing thal this potential value concesns it

Fearsr urgen in Augst 57

only artefact assemblages from strafigraphic investigations,
bt also loose linds from obder, non-stratigraphic excava-
thons, Ivdeed, it is the latter, Basing led to the redisomeny
of most of ihe archacological site of Pompedl, that have
proshuced the richest record, at least in quantitative terms,
i vtk godd mine still largely unesploned,

In orider toe ke Che Dsest use of this resosarce, it is me-
cessary (o implement thorough alibi archacologies, “dig-
gimg™ oot i the gnoand but in the archives and storage fa-
cllites, with a view nof only to the recovery of primary
data and finds, but also to understanding how that sample
veas foarmmed, From ies st discovery wnthl todayd$1

The first step in this process is to recognise which spe-
clfic seasom, in the modern history of Pompeii, the old ex-
cavalions under examinaifon belong to, In that history
each season has ity own distinctive practices, both in dis.
covery and in documentation. Consequently, the earlier
excavations of fnseds 1X 8 {1879-18B0) consttute a distinct
sample with respect to those of fnakiee 1X 3 (1847) and 1 10
(1928-1932). The method of analysis is the same, bt the
strateghes and tools muest be adapted 1o the case study. The
goal also remains the same: to add to our understanding of
ancient use coniexts via the re-composition of modern ex.
cavation contexts.

In this approach, the firs problems to tackle are the
quaniiflcation and classificatbon of the finds. In the nom-
stratigraphic excavatbons, the reports, mostly fnom the 18
and 19 centuries, consist of ke more than a list of finds,
wseially limbted to intact o reasonaldy valualbsle [tems, as a
result of sebective practioes in recovery L These samphes
were peduced In the feld during excavatbon, and then un-
derwent a second sebection, less intentional But no less of-
fective, while belng transferred from the site w the places
of conscrvation, For the 1Ph-cenbury excavations, lisses
ranged from % (as for Msuhe DX 3) v 5% (Bor Toada 12X 85020,

Omnee the artefacts are sccounted ber, and, when necoy-
erable, Identified, the next step b5 classification, eitler ne
served for sueviving objects, o of all finds mentioned in
excavalion reports, & for sk [X B9 In both cases, it is
positibe to proceed by categogics, based on material, miaor-

Pl Cralipl DNI8E, 170 31E-307

MY b dlaivw, Brie 26

P4k Uoralimi J00sh, 49; §74; Coralent Mk, 6873,

247 e chenters o artvlaiy and aoiviny patberne we Alliaon 2007
abuill 2O, 47T, clted by Baig B0RY, 64

2R Verhus MNEP, 13- 158 no. 63 Coralinl 2008k, 1859 260-241;
Uiralion JUQhs, 121024

4% Lawmenioe 20887, 151,

250 Wallsow Fladkeill 10, 87
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phology or function, The last of these criterla |s interpreta-
tive and therefore the most problematic: an object may
have performed more than one function, besides the one
that is most evident xday, and ancient uses are nol koo
for all objects25s,

The representativeness of the loose finds from the
older excavations, especially their potential as a document
of everyday life in AD 79, Is the greatest of the still-open
questions, which can be answered only by expanding the
sample, inspla by fesula. Even in contexts investigated
stratigraphically, the largest “grey area® coneerns the rep-
resentativeness of artefact assemblages: to what degree do
they reflect daily life at the time of the eruption in AD 797
To what degree were they contaminated by its traumatic
end? Many lactors, as suggested by Penelope M. Allison in
her semimal studibes of the contents of thirty atrium houses
and frsufe | 10, may have altered both artefact assemidages
and their position of discovery: firstly, the series of earth-
quakes starting in AD 62 and the events of the city's last
days; secondly, building activitics in progress in AD 79 and
spoliation afier the cruption*®, These factors may have
polluted artefact assemblages, reducing their informative
potential, but do not necessarily prevent us from reading
the wie of built spaces with reference to thelr contenis, It
cannot be excluded that a placing or grouping of objects
that may appear ilklogical o modem eyes was actually mor-
mal praciice in ancient times®?, If it is accepted that the
discovery contexts are a rellable reflection of the ancient
use conbexts, the groups of finds can be read as markers of
flexibde and multifunctional scenarkos. I other wonds,
marvable objects and furnishings could confer a function
on a space that was quite different lrom what might be
suggested by it location, fonm and decoration®™!. Conse.
quently, clusters of activity-related olsjects may be the best
sournce from which to learn about ancient inhabited spa-
ces, even where daily Life was intermupted quickly and trau-
matically. As pointed oul by Ria Berg, objects form a
dynamic interface between bullt spaces and activities: con-
shdering wie, cleaning and storage, utensils were on the
ment, i accordance with principbes that can be recog-
nised by analysing aress of activity, rather than single,
architecturally defined spaces. In the dnsaidae, as well as in
individual buildings, the archavological contexts of Fom-
pedls “hanving survived multiple decimations” (in both an-
chent and medern fimes), *stll offer wniguee and plentiful
oprportunities e the study of livied ancient aotefact assem-
[Hages" 2%, Thic Boose linds frosn old excavations, alihough
preserved only partially, are an important resource, even
for maore recenst lines of rescarch such as “Spatial Analysis
im Past Buile Sghaces ™00,

The waalls Rarve voiges: the epigrapdrical evides g

Even once the main phases of the innda's second life have
been feconstructod, ancient vidumes and pathways have
been recognised, new excavations (where applicable) have

Ll Anternells Caralin

been carried out, decorations have been restored, and the
lospse fincls from old excavations have been retraced, the
potential of the skl 25 & case studly cannod be conmsidered
o have been completely fulfiiked, The work cannot be sadd
to have been completed withoul re-reading the Inscrip-
tions in context, both on mabile and movable items and
o wialls: this evidence gives voice, and sometimes even a
name, to thow who inhabited those spaces or moved
around them®sh,

While structwres and decorations can tell ws alout the
initial design and its revisbons, the main witnesses o the
everyday life of the final years of the fresesla are the artelact
assernblages and epigraphical evidence, the reliability of
which is deperndent on the quality of the recovery and
documentation.

Indesd, in the case of bswki 1X 8, there i3 a shortage of
wseful Information that might support a stratigraphic and
diachronic reading even of the epigraphical documenta.
tlom: in almost all cases, due to the Incomplete excavation
reparts, the lack of studies attentive to the archacological
aspects and the precarious current condition of the sur-
faces, an unfounded synchronicity s Imposed on the re-
corded titll pictl and graffitd, the only exception being a
graffite in ala 20, which has a consular dateds?,

Diesprite these Bmitatbons, it is still possible to attempt
a mapping of the inscriptions (107, of which 61 are fiuli
picti anad 46 grerffitil, by means of & combined analysis of all
the availalsle soarces, to the spaces and surfaces where they
were first recorded during the 19%h.century excavalions.
Their spratial distribution appears to have been consistent
with their natee and destination: Hinl pich were con-
centrated on the fagackes, especially the north one on Vie i
Nolg, and consist mostly of electoral programmes (52
itemsy; bn comtrast the graffitl were found in mterions,
mestly i Ubnie 1X 8, 2 tofien identified asa schla philisapicg
im e literatune), the perfayliue, the apocdyteriinm and the
so-called “Letring AMirifuee®, probably the most heavily fre-
fquented spaces (Fig. 20,

55 Sigyes BNEL 5530, Berg 2084, 33

256 Alllison 2004, 21-24; 179- I82; Beryg 2009, 54,

F57 Sigges MAC 491 0. Berg 2089, Gk

158 I'III:'Ir|.' I'PETh, 18 By JUEIT; Bowry 20000 Meevekt ME), 97104

J50 Beag 2009, 6T

Hol B an overview see Faliow/Lisbeiwinth/Piedla 2004, Ao merve-
et and Betac ke 0 a sisghe city Bock bmimke 1V 1 of Baman
Ultish, commsibered as g single spatial entiiy, Stoeger 2000 jesp
chapiers &; fi; Kaiser 2004,

200 Faor the Bormer, Domm (e pew ¢ soay abbens in the ek, see Ciora
Ik Kb, FARTAZ (10 Higara, M. Mongardil; o tie i we
Cerate BENL, with & G classification, and CarsliahOrak 20080,
fora conentual resding. For s similag apppeina by s AlRisom 001
Parsbona 2007
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Wiork in progress: ope grcstions ard mext steps

The scenario we propose for the insds in AD 79, given our
presemit state of knowledge, appears 1o have been wide-
spread in Pomiped al the time of the eruption, with an
intermingling of *grand™ houses and shops, misroring “a
wothd inwhich the rich lved in close comtiguity with thaelr
dependenits, slaves and frocdmen, clicots amsd tenant®2#,
The extensive excavatbons of 1879-1880 usseartlsed a oity
Block eocupied by & Lange srchitectural comples and many
other functional umits in the noghern part, foar shops on
Vil NoLiz in the southern pact, the so-called Hospitimm
Hypini Foimf and o partially explored building with a
precudo-peristyliee. The main complex, the so-called Ciisi
el Conteratrin, had previously been a dosmes with a double
atrimt aneld a peristvliven {maybe between the cardy princi-
pate and the carthguake of AD 62}, although in AD 79 1t is
Iselioved to have partially or entirely lost its housing func-
tion. In the Anal years of Pompedi it may have become a
mined-use complex, functionally modelled and shaped by
changing consumption and use patterns, at both local and
whole-city scales™, This tentative working hypothesis
pores a serious challenge for studies of property ownership
i thve Roman world: in owr case, & peivate estate in the
urban context of the bt days ol Pompedl, together with the
social amd personal constructs reflected in the mategiality
of the Bulldings®*, The first problem consists of identify-
ing the properties, with their components and furnishings,
a5 present in legal sources (such as res aedinom, ormanmentin,
suppeflent and the archaealogical record, Including siruc-
tures, decorations and mobile finds. Another obstacle 1o
overcoime concerns the division and co-ownership of
urhan properties®, The readings of materlal remalns by
archaeclogists ane froquently a simplification, withost ad-
equate consideration of the fact that any given building
could have had a coamplex history of single covnersilp,
co-ownership, division and sub-division. For example,
legal texts show that differert members of an extended
Farmily coubd lnberit of receive as a legacy the right bo use a
property ina variety of ways, in ders as well as in s,
and that properties could be fragmented and reunited
with the passing of time, Unfortumately, these niovements,
and consequently the practioes and stralegles underlying
them, are nob always visilde in the material recond, al-
theugh the division of an wiban property reguired the
physkcal demarcation of the new boundaries®, Moo,
the kepal sources themselves, Dliest and foremast the Diges-
P, are a compilation af twexts with many histosical layers:
an a resanlt, the seal matuice of he evidenoe fonces us o think
in perms af very basic and general |;|1|ﬂ|1-|'¢-|:llht' Irarmye-
works, rather than in terms of specific historical neali-
bies ¥, A sugmested by Carbos Sachado, the way ioomaove
Forward in our aesderstanding of ow arban propeny wis
defined might be ts ook beyvond the legal sowrces, and o
comduct a more detailed analysis of the archacobogical evi-
dence, b oall ds compoents and m-plrd.k staring., as with
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the Bobkogna project, frem old aigabilishied excavations,
the skedetons o the ouphaoard of maodenn achaeology.

Conclusion: memoranda for an insulo-
based agenda, in Pompeii and beyond

A bidirerisbonal palimpaest of the ancient and modem,
Pompeil, like mos of the Vesovian sites, preserves 1he
physkcal remains of anchent lives and bears witiess o the
diecisiorns made and measures adopted kllowing their re
disemary,

The actual evidence, dn st of alibi, ks the prodaect of 2
lomg history of rescarch and excavations dominaged oy at-
tention to the fnds of greatest value®®, The poorer omws,
for example those relating to domestic contexts, have gen-
erally been neglected, If not completely lgnorel. Conse-
gueenily, the analvsls and understanding of ancient com-
Plexes are very difficult, The gap can e partiably Giled with
il COMpEEative h‘lil:ﬁl! af all the compnents of thve case
study, froen sructural evidenoe to artefacts, but above all
throwgh the recovery of what Christopher Parsbow called
the “enommous backlog of archival records and wipah-
leshed linds all in need of tieir own type of carefel esca-
vation "3, This is made possille by means of a research
approach that s sl largely unexplored, that of alibl -
chacologies, whase sim s a well-rounilesd conbextualic-
tiea: an activity as important as it is Eoe-consaning and
inglorkous, characteristics that are partly Behind this arch-
aobogbcal meglect.

“The hasd work of collating the great numisee of fimds
cafaloged in these manuscripts with thele original srchi-
tectural contexts . femalng o be done" 7 Chis i Bow
l‘.fl'ui.'ll:nphﬂ Paribove desciibed Lhie Si.'it'fiﬂﬂil}f ol Vesuvian
archaeology in 1998, highlighting a situation that is still
broadly the case, despite the progress in studies and scen-
tific publications. The recovery amid re-reading of already-
avaklatle dats alsoe remeains an indispensalsle condiviods for
following new research paths, especially in the Boman city
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(Pompeil) with the highest number of insulae brought to
light, but only rarcly and at the small scale by means of
stratigraphic excavations. The Pompeii sample has yet 1o
be analysed with new questions and new methods that can
first and foremost fulfil the scientific potential of the rich
documentation produced o far, above all ining new exca-
vations only where truly necessary, Only in this way will it
be possible to fully explolt the Informative potential of
what remains an unrivatled resource, especially in quanti-
tative termis, for research into ancient urban contexis, in-
cluding insmfa studies. Indeed, it is for insuadee, [0 panioular,
that Pompeli has proven to be an excellent laboratory for
the development of methods and practices.
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