s

Edited by Adriana Iezzi
(RF) PoIREmRESE - A 3%

Bologna

University Press

gy e




Adriana lezzi

Professor of Chinese Language and Culture
at the Department of Interpretating and
Translation (DIT) of the University of Bologna.
Principal Investigator of the European
Research Council (ERC) Starting Grant project
“WRITE - New Forms of Calligraphy in
China: A Contemporary Culture Mirror” (GA
n° 949645). Chief curator of exhibitions on
contemporary calligraphy such as “Writing the
Divine Comedy: Three Calligraphic Traditions
Meet in Egypt” (2017), “The Music of Ink”
(2018), “Luo Qi: Writing Music” (2019), and
“Sounds of Ink” (2023). Author of three books
on Calligraphyism (Luo Qi: A Practitioner of
Calligraphyism, The Music of Ink — Milan, and
Luo Qi: Writing Music — Bologna), and several
scientific articles on Chinese contemporary
calligraphy, and co-author of a monograph on
Chinese graffiti art (Graffiti in China).

Bl 7 BN

EWN S ER N L S = A E
MR ZE 4 (ERC) T H “WRITE——
o PR s AR B8 (GA.
949645) & FEWIFT iAo AR5 i VT £ 5
B, eBE iy o =Rk
AT (20174F) . “8iR” (20184F)
IR HIR? (20194E) MUK BRI IR
(20234) o =W EXEMEMES
CA=PEE RS o (AR - K
) R GESFE R - g ETY ), FEK
Rk 25 T E AR AR
AN Z56F 7T K THEREZRNEEH
CAPERRIZEARY O



P92 32 TR A A5
w5
CALLIGRAPHYISM: A SERIES OF BOOKS
Edited by Luo Qi






SOUNDS OF INK

Luo Qi and 30 Years of Calligraphyism

IK 25 ) P

B35 543@53)430@

Edited by Adriana lezzi
() PP g - mh 2 2%

Bologna

University Press



This publication is part of the “WRITE - New Forms of Calligraphy in China: A Contemporary Culture
Mirror” project, funded by the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union’s Horizon
2020 research and innovation funding programme (Grant agreement n. 949645). It reflects the views only
of the authors, and the European Research Council cannot be held responsible for any use which may be
made of the information contained therein.

B A 5 NWRITE T H i) — R B, 35 A3 2] T RO 2 (ERC )RR Hy
SPL2020" B SERIBIHT TR e B (ot BB 5 949645 ) o AN RRAAL S WLAEE FOWLRL . W
WRZ R e (ERC) AXMEME A H A I8 fH BT A 75T

F‘{" NEW FORMS OF CALLIGRAPHY IN CHINA:
ré A CONTEMPORARY CULTURE MIRROR

The illustrations were selected by the editor of the volume, together with the artist Luo Qi and in collabo-
ration and agreement with the authors.

ABHEE g 5 EARKIE IR . A5V Ui Bk IR

Special thanks to the artist Luo Qi and the International Museum and Library of Music.

BN AR K% 5T K B SR AR S 1 A5

bologna

MUSEI

ll museo infernazionale
e biblioteca della musica
di bologna

Texts are licensed under the Creative Commons License CC BY-SA 4.0 by the Authors and the Bologna
University Press, if not credited otherwise @.

SCAS pAEE R R IR A AR R AR IE 5, RS8R 77 5036 524.0 [ B S v]
IE, AR ST © GiR3ts)

Fondazione Bologna University Press
Via Saragozza 10, 40123 Bologna
tel. (+39) 051 232 882

www.buponline.com
e-mail: info@buponline.com

ISBN: 979-12-5477-758-9
ISBN online: 979-12-5477-759-6
DOI 10.30682/9791254777596

Back cover image: Luo Qi and Silvio Ferragina, “Sound MAP” (2023), 2 scrolls, ink on paper,
ca. 1200x70 cm (each), stairwell of the entrance of the International Museum and Library of Music, Bologna

B GEERGER - BRI, EEHIET, P, gRAUKE | 1200XT0EDK (FE4Y) 2023
A, TG T B AR T 5 AR N R )

First edition: February 2026



H 3% Index

J#No.1 / B¢ FE /R 4

Introduction 1/ Jenny Servino

J#No.2 / s P - i

Introduction 2 / Francesca Gatta

B/ Essays:

OKEBRE R BT EETERBEE L RK

7 OUTMIE « B ZH fl GHERER
Z VT8 A/ ] R A - -

On “Sounds of Ink: Luo Qi and Thirty Years

of Calligraphyism” Exhibition. A Journey through
Eight Thousand Verses, Silent Melodies

and Sound Images / Adriana lezzi

KR B B R SR AR AT / 957
Sounds of Ink: The Musicality of Writing and the Ode
to Spirituality / Luo Qi

KT 202345 107 7RSSRV J Hh % 55 A i ) A8,
! 55 Ik

Musings on Artworks by Luo Qi Seen in Bologna

in October 2023 / Uta Lauer

FBIRALEE: IRG A SORRIE ST ARG H IR R HR

| JEEE

Rhythmic Narratives: Exploring Gu Wenda and Luo Qi’s
Artistic Connection with Music / Daniela Zhang Czirakova

15

53

97

104

117

131

149

170



J&%i/The Exhibition:

AT Jg /B P SR - e 2
The Exhibition Display / Adriana lezzi

WS RERPN S ERERES S

/ FES-RLUERE. PHER-RE P Eﬁrﬁﬂﬂ A
FURE IR B IK

Connecting Calligraphy and Music through Activities,
Performances and Workshops / Marta R. Bisceglia,
Daniele Caccin, Adriana Iezzi, Martina Merenda

CEIR-ToE 2 < FEYER) BRI > A SR S
/] o ST A6 - e
The Donation of the Artwork “Writing Music —
Silent Melodies: The Barber of Seville” / Adriana lezzi

1441/ The Museum:
T e bR SR T s A e

The International Museum and Library of Music — Bologna

LY JE W0 ] s 5 R 1 b A0 TR 5 e 0 o [ AR A
LIgAeHE - RIS EE

The Collection of Chinese Musical Instruments

of the International Museum

and Library of Music — Bologna / Lorenzo Chiarofonte

57 2R P/ P n g6 2
Luo Qi: Short Biography of the Artist/ Adriana lezzi

199
216

237

261

290

296

302
306

315

322

331
333



5

UL
The Exhibition

KSR

w5 IET 30 4E

Pl JeP I bR 5 SR e b R 5
20234F10 H1I2HE 11 H5H

SOUNDS OF INK
LUO QI AND 30 YEARS OF CALLIGRAPHYISM

International Museum and Library of Music, Bologna
October 12 — November 5, 2023



198 SOUNDS OF INK LUO QI AND 30 YEARS OF CALLIGRAPHYISM

TR o8 LS

- & Q;m ;
. S 35 “" ;rgr ‘%‘
2:;'- ?
S “ &mh. ;_g:‘& ..,-.-

WA ITEAIEAAL | RURTRCA B WA B am s ’_-‘___.is_iﬁ. . -
12 ottobre — & novembra | 2023 2 s
5

. INKiostro o
d1 Vocl P ﬂ ) _- a = (""'
f ,%?ofxﬂ?&f’:ﬂ?ﬁﬁ%‘? | &%5 :\
g me - - skl
T e
,}?i T A J | .

WhERTAND ERERENESESE HERT BEAA 2023 @
Coralie Maneri 45 % Jfi4& {3

The entrance of the museum gallery, International Museum and Library of Music,
Bologna, Ttaly, 2023. Courtesy of the photographer Coralie Maneri ©



KA - i AT 30 4E 199

A Jig

Bl S+ A/ 3L
ELaue N VA L

SREN
==

ORI A - WSS ANE T X 30 4R SR TE T E
LA B PER 2 ———KIE 5, IR “ ik 307
QRIS 3D 30 4. hikd: s Fr A, &R ik
REEMRIRZ —, ARREZARI M LB TaE —
Fas NSRIGE IS ARE RIE 5 .

BECE IR BT AT A b B0k BT A5VE RS SR I L8l X IE
ST IRORE N BB —, XM EARRIEMAL RPN “ 1
RS EIRT YRR EIRT. SUE KR B =IO 4
PR B EAEM G )T 15T, U HA5E
PR AR RM A4 Wk B Il I 8 58T 2 5 Ji8 )77 A 4 0 6-9
TRETD, IR R A BRI 2 I R B Sl
WIT 3 ST KRR BEAh, N IR RS — R A AR
TR E SGR R GME RS SCE Gl YT 15 & 3 S &
J7, AR P ) (A A Al Ac o — B2 AR “ 5 SR Pk ki



200 SOUNDS OF INK LUO QI AND 30 YEARS OF CALLIGRAPHYISM

R (NHEHD.

P IX L8 0 AR AT G, S L b R T AL A W i
M ih, ARAKSR2ERE, FORE AR KPS BB G
{1 ] T A SR A SO SR BRI 1) ] o S R PR R P 5 P 2
ATEERMSCACAETL AT, R 5 7 Bl

1EIT
AR R YLIT 1 S RIT, R T HR 8 1F O\
WU A RS I SCHR Ok - — AT SUK K

AR

= T RRERD

— &)\, 4UARK, 31X155em (FA), 2017 4,

RKRHE B E, B CAIAME 7, iUy AAE
SCPATIAN [ (8 3 7 3 g8 AR B S Ak - SESCI T 20
KET (AP EZLL), WK OUTH0), £ RAFedhH
HR N IR — RN Z SC o PUT— AT YA “ B "CHRAEL D 37
(WEHUERD “77 (ZIES A K I LML R UK
X TP SR S AR N ) “4R 7 7, P T (R
TL). XTSI I ER N Tl AR,
B R AL GE 1 28, DU M B Bl 2 I R S AR SR
DRI, FG AP (08 5 55 BT AR I35 30, AR TR 23
TEIR R SC 7 ARGRAG WY M AN 1, AR 20 AN [R] R THE S, AL 45
IR AR Bl EARTE A A BYAS R K S AL g 45
RER, ITiE M NSRS a5 .

LT AR APEEXENLSZE), B
Wk, 2018 4E., 50X 40cm. PRERAT 300 it



KA - i AT 30 4E 201

tNERT “ARBHMESR ERESAEMESEAE MEEL E
A 2023

Above/ Room 1 of the International Museum and Library of Music Gallery, Exhibition
“Sounds of Ink”, Bologna, Italy, 2023
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Below/ From left to right: Professor Motoko Ueyama of the University of Bologna,
Professor Adriana lezzi - curator of the exhibition, Professor Roberto Grandi - former
Vice-Rector for International Relations at the University of Bologna and primary
architect of relations between the University of Bologna and China, Professor Rafael
Lozano Miralles - member of the board of directors of the University of Bologna,
Daniela Zhang Czirakova, and Luo Qi
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies” (2018-2023), Room 2 of the Museum Gallery
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies” (2018-2023), Room 2 of the
Museum Gallery. Courtesy of the photographer Coralie Maneri ©
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Luo Qi, “Sound Images” (2023), loggia of the museum cloister
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Luo Qj, “Sound Images” (2023) & Luo Qi (ed.), “Calligraphyism. A Series of Books” (2019-
2021), Room 3 of the Museum Gallery
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Luo Qi, “Sound Images” (2023) & Luo Qi (ed.), “Calligraphyism. A Series of Books”
(2019-2021), Room 3 of the Museum Gallery
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Silvio Ferragina, “Sound MAP” (2023), ink on paper, ca. 1200X70cm, stairwell of the
museum entrance
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies: ‘Rigoletto’, ‘La Traviata’, “Turandot’
and ‘Otello™ (2018), 4 folding books, ink and color on paper, 32X378 cm,
Room 6 of the International Museum and Library of Music
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies” (2018), Room 8 of the
International Museum and Library of Music
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The Exhibition Display

By Adriana lezzi

English Translations by Marta R. Bisceglia, Daniele Caccin, Katarina Lu¢i¢

Introduction
The exhibition “Sounds of Ink: Luo Qi and 30 Years of

Calligraphyism” is dedicated to one of the most important
living Chinese calligraphers, Master Luo Qi. It celebrates 30
years of activity of one of the main currents of contemporary
experimental calligraphy of which Luo Qi himself is the
founder, called ‘calligraphyism’. This movement attempts
to create a universally accessible asemic language based on
calligraphic reflection.

The exhibited works all stem from the interaction between
calligraphy and music, a key theme in Luo Qi’s art, often
described as “music of written signs” or “music of the line”.
The journey ranges from writings that reproduce the sound of
Buddhist litanies (room 1 of the museum gallery for temporary
exhibitions) to calligraphies that translate the music of famous
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Press conference of the exhibition “Sounds of Ink - Luo Qi and 30 Years of
Calligraphyism”, International Museum and Library of Music, Bologna, 09/10/2023
R B A S B KPR BREE R R TR P&
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BRFRAEHFETER - vHE. #F. BARTERFEFARKE M - 4
From left to right: Jenny Servino - Director of the International Museum and Library of
Music, Eva Degl'Tnnocenti - Director of the Civic Museum of Bologna, Francesca Gatta -
Director of the Department of Interpreting and Translation of the University of Bologna,
Adriana lezzi - Professor of the University of Bologna and curator of the exhibition, Luo
Qj, and Roberto Vecchi - Vice-rector of teaching of the University of Bologna

—
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Luo Qi and Adriana Iezzi at the entrance of the International Museum and Library
of Music Ground Floor, Palazzo Aldini Sanguinetti
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Italian opera arias (room 2 of the gallery and rooms 6-9 of
the museum) and concludes with highly rhythmic musical
pictograms (room 3 of the gallery and cloister).

A series of texts documenting the active engagement of
calligraphyism (rooms 1 and 3 of the gallery), and two long
vertical scrolls made during a multimedia “musicalligraphy

performance” (entrance staircase) are also included.

All these elements contribute to creating a true visual and
auditory dialogue within a resonant cultural space like the
International Museum and Library of Music. Surrounding it
with brushstrokes of ink, patterns of sounds and voices, and
written, read and sung words, the museum becomes a meeting
point between different arts and cultures harmoniously tuned
together.

ROOM 1

In Room 1 of the museum gallery, 8 works of the series
“Ode of Eight Thousand Verses” and the precious artist’s
book “It Is I: Poems without Words by a Practicioner of
Calligraphyism” by Luo Qi are exhibited.

1) “Ode of Eight Thousand Verses”

n.1-8, ink on paper, 31155 cm (each), 2017

This series is an ode, a “Calligraphic Ode”. This work
is the result of the combination of two writing systems
reproduced as calligraphic forms: the Chinese characters and
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Opening of the exhibition “Sounds of Ink”,
Room 1 of the Museum Gallery, 12/10/2023
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the Sanskrit script. The Sanskrit parts are extracts from the
Sutra of the Perfection of Wisdom in 8,000 Lines, also called
Transcendental Knowledge Sutra, which is a collection of
Buddhist texts fundamental for the Mahayana Buddhism. The
transcribed Chinese characters are four: Fo i (Buddha), Luo
# (the artist's surname), Shou 7 (Longevity) — a character
linked to esoteric calligraphy of Taoist inspiration, and Fu 4
(Good Fortune)— an auspicious symbol particularly important
in China and for Luo Qi, and a reference to the word “Gospel,” in
Chinese Fuyinjing #f 7 % . The combination of these reiterated
linguistic signs, mixed and outlined through expert calligraphic
brushstrokes creates a visual rthythm that visually reproduces the
musical rhythm of the Buddhist litanies, the same litanies that
emerge from reading the transcribed sutras. Linguistic signs
do not hold intrinsic meaning; instead, they symbolize the
sounds of chanting sutras. The infinite writing symbolizes the
continuity of the ode, which embraces different worlds and
shows the essence of “calligraphyism,” an artistic form that
uses writing, or rather writings, and calligraphic art to create

new universally enjoyable visual codes.

2) Luo Qi, “Shi wo: yi ge shufazhuyizhe de wu yan zhi shi &
R —APEENFRESZ /It Is I: Poems without Words
by a Practicioner of Calligraphyism”, Lijiang Publishing
Limited, 2018. 50x40 cm. Limited edition of 300 copies.

This precious artist’s book reproduces much of the artistic
production of Master Luo Qi. It includes excerpts from critical
texts written by eminent art scholars and a photographic and
documentary apparatus that traces the major milestones of his
career. In 2017, the text was awarded the prestigious “Most
Beautiful Book in China” prize.



IR« e S ARE T30 4F 223

DERT OB OBAR-EFZEC CFBWA, RERN (REHBEZZ)
REEFAESEVRA 140 <480 EX 2023

Luo Qi, “Writing Music — Silent Melodies. Aria n. 3: ‘Amarilli, mia bella” (2023),

white and black acrylic on transparency plastic film, 140x480cm,

Room 2 of the Museum Gallery
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies” (2018-2023),
Room 2 of the Museum Gallery
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ROOM 2

In Room 2 of the museum gallery, 11 works of the series
“Writing Music — Silent Melodies” (2018-2023) are displayed.
The series is made up of small works in ink on paper (8 in the
center of the room, 2018), long sheets of transparent plastic
film (3 on the sides, 2023) and vertical scrolls in colored ink
(in the rooms of the Museum). In this series, Luo Qi, inspired
by famous Italian songs, arias and operas, represents the
melodies as a concatenation of calligraphic signs inspired by
the oldest Chinese musical notation system, the “Dunhuang
Music Notation System”, dating back to the 10" century and
composed of ancient characters, traditionally used for notating
the tablature for the pipa (Chinese lute). The artist, being
guided by the selected Italian music, transposes their sounds
into combinations and extemporaneous remodulations of these
ancient Chinese symbols. The impalpable and immaterial
music is thus transformed into a “visual and visible musical
score”, strongly rhythmic and dynamic, with an inextricably
calligraphic texture. The invitation is to get lost in this forest
of calligraphic signs, opening your “heart” (xin) to listening
to these “silent melodies” and letting yourself be dragged
and surrounded by the harmonic flow of these passionate
“calligraphic melodies”. In particular, in Room 2 the 8 small
works in ink on paper (2018, 33%33cm — each) are inspired by
the following Italian arias: “Danza, danza, fanciulla gentile”,
“Vergin, tutto amor”, “Per la gloria d’adorarvi”, “Sebben
crudele”, “Lasciar d’amarti”, “Caro laccio, dolce nodo”, “Pur
dicesti, o bocca bella”, and “Le violette”. The 3 long sheets
of transparent plastic film (2023, 140x480 cm — each) are
inspired by “Se ’aura spira” (Aria n. 1), “Pur dicesti, o bocca
bella” (Aria n. 2), and “Amarilli, mia bella” (Aria n. 3).
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ROOM 3 + CLOISTER

In Room 3 of the museum gallery, 4 works of the series “Sound
Images” and 16 books about Calligraphyism are displayed.
In the cloister and in the adjacent museum entrance staircase,
other 4 works of the series “Sound Images” and 2 long vertical
scrolls calligraphed during the opening of the exhibition are
respectively shown.

1) “Sound Images”

n.1-8, ink and acrylic on cloth, cm, ca. 390%x290cm (each), 2023
In this series, diplayed for the first time in “Sounds of Ink”
exhibition, sounds become images, i.e. pictorial images traced
with calligraphic brushstrokes and a strong poetic echo. These
works were created from the convergence of music, painting,
calligraphy and poetry. The painted images are a reminiscence
of a childish, archaic drawing writing, with a strong naive
influence since they arise from the reshaping of ancient Chinese
pictograms and the columns on which they are ordered recall
the rhythm of an internal musical score, a poetry of the soul.
They are full of Klee-style symbols, playful allusions to Mird’s
works, Mondrian-style geometries and an almost primitive
iconic graphic imagery recalling the late Keith Haring. These
works arise from one of the most important series that made
Luo Qi famous abroad, entitled “Love Writings” (1990-2002),
an emblem of “calligraphyism” and they are an attempt to close
the circle of 30 years of activity of calligraphyism. These ‘open’
works of large dimensions are also visible outside the exhibition
space. Their ink brushstrokes invade the spans of the ‘chiostro’
(cloister), floating in the air in constant dialogue with the natural
course of the wind and in turn producing sounds, sounds of

images, images of sounds.
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ElffF AEmie 5 EAEKE #F FENER
Luo Qi, “Sound Images” (2023), loggia of the cloister of the International
Museum and Library of Music
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Above/ Books on Calligraphyism edited by Luo Qi (2019-2021)

Below/ Luo Qi, “It Is I: Poems without Words by a Practicioner of Calligraphyism”
(2017), Guilin, Lijiang Publishing House

Courtesy of the photographer Coralie Maneri ©
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2) Books on Calligraphyism

The books displayed on the black table placed in the center of
Room 3 are a series of 15 monographies entitled “Shufazhuyi
wenxian congshu 455 F X 3@k A 5 (“Calligraphyism. A
Series of Books”), curated by Professor Luo Qi. They are
entirely dedicated to “Calligraphyism”, and are written
together with Chinese and international authors, amongst
whom Professor Adriana Iezzi, who is the author of 4 texts.
The monographies retrace the history of Calligraphyism
and its most important stages. The series was honoured with
the most prestigious academic award related to the Chinese
National Books assigned by the Chinese National Publication
Foundation. Thanks to this recognition, it was distributed in
all public libraries of the People’s Republic of China.

To this series is added a scaled-down version of the artist’s
book displayed in Room 1.

3) Luo Qi and Silvio Ferragina, Sound MAP , 2 scrolls, ink
on paper, ca. 1200x70cm (each), 2023

These two long scrolls were realized during the opening
ceremony of the exhibition “Sounds of INK: Luo Qi and 30
Years of Calligraphyism” (12/10/2023) through a multimedia
performance which involved two calligraphers — Luo Qi and
Silvio Ferragina, the pianist Giusy Caruso, the composer
Zhang Zhenzhen and the dancer Agnese Gabrielli, with the
assistance of the augmented reality of the LWT3 laboratory.

ROOMS 6-9 OF THE MUSEUM

The “Sounds of Ink” exhibition dialogues with the collection
of the International Museum and Library of Music through a
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - Silent Melodies: Rigoletto ‘Volare’ and ‘Core
‘ngrato’ ” (2018), 2 folding books, ink and color on paper, 32X378 cm,
Room 9 of the International Museum and Library of Music
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series of works displayed in the museum’s exhibition rooms.
These are 12 small square works in ink on paper displayed in
some showcases in Room 6, and 12 folding books displayed
as vertical scrolls hanging on the walls of Rooms 6, 7, 8 and
9. All these artworks are part of the “Writing Music -Silent
Melodies” series. In particular, the 12 small works in ink on
paper (2018, 33x33cm — each) are inspired by “La donna ¢
mobile”, “Turandot”, “Un bel di, vedremo”, “Vissi d’arte”,
“Si. Mi chiamano Mimi”, “O Mio Babbino Caro”, “Ombra
mai fu”, “Lascia ch’io pianga”, “Consolati, ¢ spera”, “Tu lo
sai”, “Serenata”, and “’O sole mio”. The 12 vertical scrolls in
ink and color on paper (2018, 32x378cm — each) are inspired
by 6 operas and 6 songs, such as “Rigoletto”, “La Traviata”,
“Turandot” and “Otello” — in Room 6, “Tosca” and “Madama
Butterfly” — in Room 7, “Santa Lucia”, “’O Sole mio”,
“Mamma” and “Torna a Surriento” — in Room 8, and “Volare”
and “Core ‘ngrato” — in Room 9. A tribute to Rossini's
“The Barber of Seville” (ink on paper, 20x100cm, 2023) is
also displayed in Room 7 next to the original autographed
manuscript preserved by the museum.

In the museum’s rooms, these “calligraphy melodies”,
accompanied by the instruments and scores that surround
them, echo in unison, merging in a harmonious cultural

interpenetration that unites signs, arts, and aesthetic worlds.
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Luo Qi, “Writing Music - ‘Silent Melodies: Rigoletto’, ‘La Traviata’,
“Turandot’ and ‘Otello™ (2018), 4 folding books, ink and color on paper,
32X%378 ¢cm, Room 6 of the International Museum and Library of Music
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International Conference “Chinese Calligraphy and Music: Meeting of Voices",
International Museum and Library of Music, Bologna, 13/10/2023
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