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1. Introduzione

SFULYH�+HOPXWK�3OHVVQHU�QHO�������©$�RJQL�DVSHWWR�FKH�SXz�ULYHQGLFD-
UH�OD�SUHWHVD�GL�ULYHODUH�O¶HVVHQ]D�XPDQD��VLD�HVVR�¿VLFR��SVLFKLFR��HWL-

co-spirituale o religioso, va riconosciuto uguale valore per la scoperta 
GHOOD�SLHQD�HVVHQ]D�XPDQDª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��7XWWDYLD��FRQWLQXD��©LO�
SDUWLFRODUH�OHJDPH�GHOO¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD�FRQ�OD�VLWXD]LRQH�SUDWLFD�
OH�SURLELVFH��LQ�IRQGR��GL�GH¿QLUH�R�FDUDWWHUL]]DUH�O¶XRPR��DQFRUFKp�QHOOD�
SLHQH]]D�GL�³WXWWH´�OH�VXH�GLPHQVLRQL�G¶HVVHUH��VXOOD�EDVH�GL�FLz�FKH�HJOL�
³SURSULDPHQWH´�SXz�H�GHYH�HVVHUHª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��1RQ�VL� WUDWWD��
GXQTXH��SHU� O¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD�GL�GH¿QLUH�XQLYRFDPHQWH�FLz�FKH�
O¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�q��PD�GL�XWLOL]]DUH�LO�FRQFHWWR�GL�HVVHUH�XPDQR�FRPH�XQD�
IRUPXOD� GRWDWD� GL� YDORUH� ³LQWURGXWWLYR�HVSRVLWLYR �́� FRPH� XQ� SXQWR� GL�
ULIHULPHQWR�FKH�SHUPHWWD�GL�©DVVLFXUDUH�XQ¶LQVRQGDELOLWj�FKH�VDQFLVFD�
OD�VHULHWj�GHOOD�UHVSRQVDELOLWj�GLQDQ]L�D�³WXWWH´�OH�SRVVLELOLWj�QHOOH�TXDOL�
HJOL�>O¶XPDQR@�SXz�FRPSUHQGHUVL�H�GXQTXH�HVVHUHª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��
5LFRQRVFHUH�XJXDOH�YDOLGLWj�DOOH�GLYHUVH�IRUPH�H�PHWRGL�WUDPLWH�FXL�JOL�
esseri umani conducono la propria vita e interrogano la propria condi-
zione vuol dire descrivere il funzionamento di questa forma di vita nei 
WHUPLQL�GL�XQ�SURFHVVR�LQLQWHUURWWR�GL�DXWRLGHQWL¿FD]LRQH�DWWUDYHUVR�FXL�
HVVD�VL�ULFRVWLWXLVFH�VHPSUH�GL�QXRYR�QHOO¶HVSHULHQ]D�GHOO¶DXWRFRPSUHQ-
VLRQH� >*LDPPXVVR����������@�� XQ�SURFHVVR� FLRq�GL� FRQWLQXD� FRQ¿JX-
UD]LRQH�±�GHOO¶HVVHUH�LQ�XQ�PRGR�ULVSHWWR�DG�DOWUR�±�PD�DQFKH�FRQWLQXD�
SRVVLELOLWj�GHOO¶HVVHUH�DOWULPHQWL��,Q�TXHVWR�VHQVR��VH�JXDUGDWD�GDO�SXQWR�
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GL�YLVWD�GHL�SURFHVVL�GL�FRQ¿JXUD]LRQH��OD�YLWD�XPDQD�VL�ULYHOD�QHOOD�¿OR-
VR¿D�SOHVVQHULDQD�FRPH�XQR�GHL�PRGL�WUDPLWH�FXL�VL�UHDOL]]D�OD�©ORJLFD�
GHOOD�IRUPD�YLYHQWHª�>3OHVVQHU����������@��GRYH�FRQ�IRUPD�V¶LQWHQGH�XQ�
©HVWHPSRUDQHR� FRQGHQVDUVL� QHOO¶DSSDUHQ]D� YLVLELOH� GL� XQD� WUDVIRUPD-
]LRQH�VHPSUH�LQ�DWWRª�>*LDFRPHOOL���������@��3HU�TXHVWR��GL�VHJXLWR��VL�
WHQWHUj�GL�PRVWUDUH�OD�FHQWUDOLWj�GHOOD�WHQVLRQH�WUD�IRUPH�H�SURFHVVL�GL�¿-
JXUD]LRQH�SHU�O¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD�SOHVVQHULDQD��GL�YDJOLDUH��FLRq��OD�
SRVVLELOLWj�GL�ULVFRQWUDUH�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�XQR�³VWLOH�PRUIRORJLFR´�>3LQRWWL�
	�7HGHVFR���������@�D�SDUWLUH��SULPD�GL�WXWWR��GDOOD�GRPDQGD�IRUPXODWD�
nel 1923 in Die Einheit der Sinne��SHUFKp�LO�PRQGR�KD�TXHVWD�IRUPD�H�
QRQ�XQ¶DOWUD"�(�3OHVVQHU�YL�ULVSRQGH��LQ�XQ�SULPR�PRPHQWR��LQGDJDQ-
do il valore normativo dei sensi per le espressioni culturali; in segui-
WR��WUDPLWH�O¶RVVHUYD]LRQH�FRPSUHQVLRQH�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�RUJDQLVPL�H�
DPELHQWL�FKH�VL�PDQLIHVWD�QHO�FRPSRUWDPHQWR�H��SHU�¿QLUH��QHOOR�VWXGLR�
comparativo dei modi in cui i corpi viventi si relazionano a se stessi e 
DJOL�DPELHQWL��1H�HPHUJH�XQD�IRUPD�GL�YLWD�GH¿QLWD�HFFHQWULFD��TXHOOD�
XPDQD��LQ�FXL�OD�WHQVLRQH�WUD�IRUPH�H�SURFHVVL�GL�¿JXUD]LRQH�q�UHDOL]]DWD�
LQ�PDQLHUD�QDWXUDOPHQWH�DUWL¿FLDOH��(VWHVLRORJLD��¿ORVR¿D�GHOOD�QDWXUD�H�
¿ORVR¿D�GHOOD�FXOWXUD�VL�WURYDQR�GXQTXH�OHJDWH�O¶XQD�DOO¶DOWUD�H�SUHVHQWL�
O¶XQD�QHOO¶DOWUD��GD�FRQWUDVVHJQR�LQWXLWLYR�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR�H�FRQGL]LRQH�GL�
SRVVLELOLWj�GHOOD�YLWD� LQ�JHQHUDOH�� OD� IRUPD�GLQDPLFD�GLYHQWD�SULQFLSLR�
QRUPDWLYR�GHOOD�YLWD�XPDQD�H�PHWRGR�SHU�O¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD�

'RSR�XQD�EUHYH�HVDPLQD�GHOO¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHO�SUREOHPD�GHOOD�³YLWD´�
SHU�O¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD�SOHVVQHULDQD�������O¶DUWLFROR�FRQVLGHUD�L�ULIH-
ULPHQWL�SOHVVQHULDQL�DOO¶DSSURFFLR�JRHWKLDQR������SUHVHQWL�� VRSUDWWXWWR��
in Die Einheit der Sinne� �������H�Anthropologie der Sinne� �������SHU�
SRL�SDVVDUH�� WUDPLWH� LO�FRQIURQWR�FRQ� OR�VFULWWR�GL�3OHVVQHU�H�)UHGHULN�
-�-��%X\WHQGLMN�VXOO¶HVSUHVVLRQH�PLPLFD��������H�O¶DUWLFROR�GL�%X\WHQGLMN�
VXL�FRQWUDVVHJQL�LQWXLWLYL�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR��������������DOOD�TXHVWLRQH�GHOOD�
Grenze� H� GHOOD� FHQWUDOLWj� GHOOD� WHQVLRQH� WUD� IRUPH� VWDWLFKH� H� SURFHVVL�
GL�¿JXUD]LRQH�GLQDPLFD�SHU�OD�ELR¿ORVR¿D�SOHVVQHULDQD�������3HU�¿QLUH��
TXHVWD�VWHVVD�WHQVLRQH�VDUj�DQDOL]]DWD�GDO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�GHOOD�IRUPD�GL�
YLWD�XPDQD������
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2. Centralità del problema della “vita”

6H�FRQ�YLWD�V¶LQWHQGH�XQ�SURFHVVR�GL�SURGX]LRQH�GL�LPPDJLQL�FRQFUHWH�
in continua evoluzione, una metamorfosi che caratterizza ogni livello 
GHOO¶HVLVWHQWH�¿QR�D�LQFOXGHUH�OD�PDWHULD�LQRUJDQLFD��HVVD�GLYHQWD�VLQRQL-
PR�GHOOD�WRWDOLWj�QDWXUDOH�FRPH�JHQHUDQWH�H�JHQHUDWD�>5DVLQL����������@��
'XUDQWH�JOL�DQQL�GL�IRUPD]LRQH��3OHVVQHU�VL�HUD�RFFXSDWR�GHOOH�SULQFLSD-
OL�FRUUHQWL�¿ORVR¿FKH�GHO�VXR�WHPSR�FKH�DYHYDQR�OD�YLWD�FRPH�RJJHWWR�
G¶LQWHUURJD]LRQH��'DO������DO�������PHQWUH�VHJXLYD�OH�OH]LRQL�GL�:LOKHOP�
:LQGHOEDQG��FRPSLYD�VWXGL�VFLHQWL¿FL�H�QHO������FRQVHJXLYD�O¶DELOLWD-
]LRQH�DOOD�OLEHUD�GRFHQ]D�FRQ�+DQV�'ULHVFK�H�0D[�6FKHOHU��1HOO¶RSHUD�
del 1928 dal titolo Die Stufen des Organischen und der Mensch��3OHVV�
QHU�ULFRQRVFH�QHO�FRQFHWWR�GL�YLWD�OD�³SDUROD�UHGHQWULFH´�GHO�;;�VHFROR�
FKH�LQGLFD�©LO�JLRFR�GHPRQLDFR�H�OD�FUHD]LRQH�LQFRQVDSHYROHª�>3OHVVQHU�
����D����@�HVDOWDWL�FRQWUR�O¶RWWLPLVPR�GHO�SURJUHVVR��OD�VWDQFKH]]D�GHOOD�
FLYLOWj�H�OD�SHUGLWD�GHOOD�VSHUDQ]D�QHO�VRFLDOLVPR�FRPH�IRU]D�FUHDWULFH�
>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��'RYH�O¶HYROX]LRQH�H�LO�SURJUHVVR�GL�RJQL�HVLVWHQ]D�
RUJDQLFD�VL�HUDQR�ULYHODWL�XQ¶LGHRORJLD�GHO�JUDQGH�FDSLWDOLVPR�LQ�HVSDQ-
VLRQH��GLFH�3OHVVQHU��OD�YLWD�VL�IDFHYD�DYDQWL�FRPH�XQ�QXRYR�LQFDQWHVLPR��
come qualcosa di originario da cui tutte le ideologie potevano sorgere 
e che avrebbe allo stesso modo potuto inghiottirle. Da Nietzsche in poi 
LO� FRQFHWWR�GL�YLWD� ULJXDUGDYD� OD�SHFXOLDUH� IRU]D�GHOO¶HSRFD�� LO� VXR�GL-
QDPLVPR�H�OD�VXD�JLRLD�SHU�LO�IXWXUR�PD�DQFKH�OD�GHEROH]]D�GHOO¶HVVHUH�
XPDQR��OD�VXD�FDUHQ]D�GL�RULJLQDULHWj�SRLFKp�OD�VWRULD�HUD�HQWUDWD�D�IDU�
parte della natura come evoluzione e tuttavia restavano da chiarire le 
dipendenze tra fatti corporei e fatti spirituali e il paradosso che la stessa 
storia naturale fosse una costruzione culturale. Empirismo e apriorismo 
continuavano a operare dallo stesso principio: essi «pongono una sfera, 
LQ�XQ�FDVR�TXHOOD�¿VLFD�H�QHOO¶DOWUR�TXHOOD�VSLULWXDOH��FRPH�DVVROXWD��H�
ULWHQJRQR�O¶DOWUD�GLSHQGHQWH�GD�TXHVWD��VHQ]D�WXWWDYLD�LQGLFDUH�SUHFLVD-
PHQWH�FRPH�XQD�VIHUD�VLD�FRPSDUVD�QHOOD�GLSHQGHQ]D�GDOO¶DOWUDª�>3OHVV�
QHU� ����D�� ��@��2VFXUR� UHVWDYD�GXQTXH� LO� VDOWR� WUD� OH� GXH�GLPHQVLRQL�
GHOO¶XPDQR�FRPH�YRORQWj�OLEHUD�H�SRLHWLFD�H�FRPH�RJJHWWR�GHO�GHWHUPL-
QLVPR�FDXVDOH��SHUDOWUR�QRQ�ULVROWR�GDOOD�IRUWXQD�GHOO¶DQDOLWLFD�HVLVWHQ-
ziale heideggeriana il cui concetto di essere umano era «privo di corpo 
H�GL�JHQHUHª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��VHFRQGR�OD�FULWLFD�GL�.DUO�/|ZLWK�FKH�
3OHVVQHU�FLWD�QHOOH�Stufen. Fondamentale, allora, la domanda attorno alle 
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FRQGL]LRQL�GL�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�XQ�HVVHUH�FKH�VLD� LQVLHPH�VRJJHWWR�GL�XQD�
UHDOWj�VSLULWXDOH�H�VWRULFD�H�SHUVRQD�PRUDOH�GRWDWD�GL�VHQVR�GL�UHVSRQVD-
ELOLWj�QHOOD�VWHVVD�SURVSHWWLYD�GHWWDWD�GDOOD�VXD�¿ORJHQHVL�¿VLFD�H�GDOOD�
VXD�SRVL]LRQH�QHOO¶LQVLHPH�GHOOD�QDWXUD�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��OD�ULFHUFD�
FLRq�GL�XQ�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�XQLFR�GDO�TXDOH�JXDUGDUH�O¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�FRPH�
«soggetto-oggetto della natura e come soggetto-oggetto della cultura» 
>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��4XHVWR�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD��SHQVLDPR��q�IRUQLWR�GDOOD�
©YLD� JRHWKLDQD� DOOD� VFLHQ]Dª� >3OHVVQHU� ����D�� ��@� LQ� FXL� ©VL� WURYDQR�
TXHJOL�HOHPHQWL�FRQ�L�TXDOL�SXz�¿QDOPHQWH�LQL]LDUH�XQ¶DQWURSRORJLD�FKH�
VLD�OD�GLVFLSOLQD�IRQGDPHQWDOH�SHU�OD�WHRULD�GHOO¶HVSHULHQ]D�XPDQD�GHOOD�
YLWDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��/¶LQWHUHVVH�SHU�O¶DSSURFFLR�JRHWKLDQR�©VRUJH�
GDOOD�FKLDUD�YLVLRQH�FKH�QHOO¶LGHD�GL�QDWXUD�GL�*RHWKH�H�GHL� VXRL�FRQ-
temporanei molto era presagito, e qualcosa saputo, di ciò che la nostra 
epoca deve riguadagnarsi elaborandolo H[�QRYR dalle fondamenta, dopo 
un periodo di incontrastato dominio dei metodi del calcolo esatto nella 
FRQRVFHQ]D�GHOOD�QDWXUDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@�

3. Presupposti morfologici

1HO������3OHVVQHU�VSLHJD�OD�QHFHVVLWj�GL�XQD�FULWLFD�GHL�VHQVL�GL�DVFHQ-
GHQ]D�JRHWKLDQD�FKH�SDUWD�GDOOR�VWXGLR�GHO�FDUDWWHUH�QRUPDWLYR�GHOO¶RU-
ganizzazione sensoriale umana e che ne spieghi le leggi di connessione 
FRQ�OH�IRUPH�GL�FRQIHULPHQWR�GL�VHQVR�>3OHVVQHU������������@��6L�FKLHGH�
3OHVVQHU��©LQ�FKH�VHQVR�O¶RUJDQL]]D]LRQH�VHQVRULDOH�QRUPDOH�GHOO¶XRPR�
q�H൵HWWLYDPHQWH�XQ¶RUJDQL]]D]LRQH�QRUPDOH��FLRq�QRUPDWLYD"ª�>3OHVVQHU�
��������@��$�SL��ULSUHVH�FLWD�L�FROORTXL�WUD�*RHWKH�HG�(FNHUPDQQ�>3OHVV�
QHU� ������ ���� 3OHVVQHU� ������ ��@�� LQ�Die Einheit der Sinne, indica la 
QHFHVVLWj�GL�FRPSOHWDUH�LO�SURJHWWR�NDQWLDQR�GHOOD�Critica della ragion 
pura� FRQ� TXHOOD� FKH�*RHWKH� GH¿QLVFH� XQD� ©&ULWLN� GHU�Sinne und der 
0HQVFKHQYHUVWDQGHVª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��LQ�Selbstanzeige der „Einheit 
der Sinne“,�QHO������FLUFD��VL�D൵HUPD�QXRYDPHQWH�FKH�©XQD�FULWLFD�XQL-
YHUVDOH�GHOO¶LQWHOOHWWR�H�GHOOD�UDJLRQH�HVLJH�XQD�critica dei sensi altret-
tanto universale» e che questa ha a che fare, contemporaneamente, con 
LO�IRQGDPHQWR�GL�XQD�¿ORVR¿D�GHOOD�QDWXUD�>3OHVVQHU������������@��4XH-
VWR�SURJHWWR�VRGGLVIHUHEEH�LO�SRVWXODWR�HVSUHVVR�GD�*RHWKH�GL�XQD�FULWLFD�
GHL�VHQVL�FKH��GDOOH�SDUROH�GL�3OHVVQHU��©FRPH�PHWRGR�FULWLFR�>«@�GHYH�
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LQWHUURJDUVL�VXOOD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�FHUWH�SUHVWD]LRQL�FXOWXUDOL��&RPH�FULWL-
FD�GHL�VHQVL�HVVD�VL�LQWHUURJD�WXWWDYLD�QHOOD�GLUH]LRQH�VHJXHQWH��SHUFKp�
determinate prestazioni sono legate proprio a questo senso e non un 
DOWUR"ª�>3OHVVQHU���������@�

Il progetto plessneriano tratta dunque della «dimostrazione critica 
GHO� YDORUH� GHOO¶RELHWWLYLWj� GHOOH� TXDOLWj� VHQVRULDOL� H� TXLQGL� LO� VRVWHJQR�
critico della dottrina scolastica della conoscenza in puncto della cono-
VFHQ]D�VHQVRULDOH��,Q�XQ�FHUWR�VHQVR�OD�YLD�GD�.DQW�D�*RHWKHª�>3OHVVQHU�
��������@��FLRq�GL�FRPH�GHWHUPLQDWH�IRUPH�GL�VHQVR�H�GHO�UHQGHUH�QRWR�
si connettano a determinati materiali sensoriali. Essa parte dalla co-
scienza sensoriale nella sua immediatezza originaria in cui il senso si 
FRQIHULVFH�D�XQ¶LQWXL]LRQH� LPPHGLDWD��D�XQD�©GLVWLQ]LRQH�>FKH@�GHULYD�
GDOO¶DYHU�YLVVXWR�RULJLQDULDPHQWH�XQ�FRQWUDVWR��XQ�FRQWUDVWR�WUD�LO�VHP-
SOLFH�DWWR�GHOOD�VHQVD]LRQH�GHL�GDWL�VHQVRULDOL�PDWHULDOL�H�O¶DWWR�GL�XQ�FHU-
WR�PRGR�GL�FRPSUHQGHUH�LO�PDWHULDOHª�>3OHVVQHU���������@��3URFHGHQGR�
GDOOD�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHO�IHQRPHQR�LQWXLWLYR�DOOD�VXD�FRPSUHQVLRQH��O¶DQDOLVL�
SOHVVQHULDQD�GHOOD�VHQVLELOLWj�QRQ�VL�OLPLWD�DO�VXR�YDORUH�LQIRUPDWLYR��PD�
VL� OHJD�DOOH�VXH�PRGDOLWj�PDWHULDOL��DOOH�TXDOLWj� LQ�FXL�VL� LQFRUSRUD�XQ�
GHWHUPLQDWR�JHQHUH�GL�GRQD]LRQH�GL�VHQVR�UHQGHQGRVL�LQWHUSUHWDELOH��/H�
TXDOLWj��GLFH�3OHVVQHU��QRQ�VRQR�VWDWL�DVVROXWL�GHOO¶HVVHUH�H�QRQ�VRQR�VWDWL�
VRJJHWWLYL��VRQR�SLXWWRVWR�L�PRGL�LQ�FXL�O¶HVVHUH�DVVROXWR�SXz�GLYHQWDUH�
RJJHWWLYR�� FLRq� UHDOH� SHU� XQD� FRVFLHQ]D� >3OHVVQHU� ������ ���@��4XDOLWj�
GXQTXH�H�QRQ�TXDQWLWj��SHU�DPSOLDUH�O¶HVSHULHQ]D�GHOOD�YHULWj�D�TXHJOL�
DPELWL�FKH�OD�FRQRVFHQ]D�VFLHQWL¿FD��ULWHQHQGROL�QRQ�RJJHWWLYL��LJQRUD��
&RPH�IDQQR�QRWDUH�$QGUHD�3LQRWWL�H�6DOYDWRUH�7HGHVFR��*RHWKH�DYHYD�
JLj� DSHUWDPHQWH� DYYHUVDWR� O¶DEXVR� GHOOD�PDWHPDWLFD� FRPH� VFLHQ]D� GL�
ULIHULPHQWR�SHU�O¶LQGDJLQH�QDWXUDOLVWLFD�>3LQRWWL�	�7HGHVFR���������@�H�OD�
sua morfologia si serviva di un approccio intuitivo alla conoscenza che, 
fondandosi su un atteggiamento del corpo che si dispone in maniera 
aperta nei confronti del fenomeno, vi coglieva il suo nucleo originante, 
VWUXWWXUDQWH��FRVWLWXWLYR� >3LQRWWL�	�7HGHVFR���������@�� O¶XQLYHUVDOH�QHO�
SDUWLFRODUH� H� QHOO¶LPPDQHQ]D� IHQRPHQLFD� OD� FRPSUHVHQ]D� GL� LGHDOH� H�
sensibile.

/H�TXDOLWj�GHL�IHQRPHQL��L�PRGL�LQ�FXL�LO�PRQGR�SUHQGH�FRUSR�FRPH�
OXFL��FRORUL��VXRQL��VDSRUL�H�VHQVD]LRQL�WDWWLOL�LPSOLFDQR�XQ¶DSHUWXUD�VSH-
FL¿FD�H�FRQGL]LRQDWD�GDL�OLPLWL�GHOOD�QRVWUD�VWUXWWXUD�VHQVLELOH��&LWDQGR�
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XOWHULRUPHQWH�LO�*RHWKH�GHOOD�Farbenlehre��3OHVVQHU�ULFRUGD�FKH�O¶RFFKLR�
deve la sua esistenza alla luce, che esso si forma sulla luce e per la luce:

Nei modi che la nostra organizzazione corporea ci mette a di-
VSRVL]LRQH�>«@�VL�FRVWUXLVFH�XQD�FRUULVSRQGHQWH�¿VLRQRPLD�GHO�
PRQGR��HVVD�KD�XQ�DVSHWWR��ULVXRQD��q�SDOEDELOH��>«@�7DQWL� ODWL��
tanti sensi; ma anche: tanti sensi, tanti lati. Il mondo fenomenico 
GL�DSSDUL]LRQH�FRUULVSRQGH�FLRq�DO�PRGR�LQ�FXL�FL�VL�ULYROJH�DOOH�
FRVH� >«@�� O¶DSSDULUH� IHQRPHQLFR� FRPDQGD��PD� VROR� VH� YL� q� XQ�
FRUULVSHWWLYR�RULHQWDPHQWR��XQD�GLVSRVL]LRQH�D�VHJXLUOR��/¶RFFKLR�
VL�q�IRUPDWR�VXOOD�OXFH�SHU�OD�OXFH��KD�GHWWR�*RHWKH��H�TXHVWR�QRQ�
VDUHEEH�VWDWR�SRVVLELOH�³VH�O¶RFFKLR�QRQ�DYHVVH�TXDOFRVD�GL�VROD-
UH´�>3OHVVQHU����������������WU�LW��3OHVVQHU���������@�

5LYROJHUVL�DOOH�FRVH�q�DOORUD�XQ�HVVHUH�SDUWH�DWWLYDPHQWH�DO�PDQLIHVWDUVL�
LQ�YLUW��GHOO¶DSSDUWHQHQ]D�H�GHOO¶DGHJXD]LRQH�UHFLSURFD�GL�RFFKLR�H�IH-
nomeno, di organismi e ambienti che si gioca negli intrecci tra marche 
percettive e marche operative, tra percezione e movimento, tra interno 
ed esterno, tra sensi e senso di volta in volta qualitativamente diversi e 
LPPHGLDWDPHQWH�FRPSUHQVLELOL�FRPH�WRWDOLWj��SHUFKp�FKL�RVVHUYD�q�YL-
YHQWH�DQFK¶HVVR��&RPH�LQ�*RHWKH��VL�WUDWWD�GL�XQ¶RVVHUYD]LRQH�SDUWHFLSH�
GHL�IHQRPHQL�QDWXUDOL��OD�GHVFUL]LRQH�GL�XQ¶HVSHULHQ]D�YLVVXWD��YLWD�FKH�
RVVHUYD�OD�YLWD�>3LQRWWL�	�7HGHVFR����@��VL�SHQVL�DOOD�FHOHEUH�IRUPXOD�GL�
9LNWRU�YRQ�:HL]VlFNHU��©q� OD�QRVWUD�YLWD�D�IDUH�GD�SUHVXSSRVWR�D�XQD�
WHRULD�VFLHQWL¿FD��H�>«@�TXHVW¶XOWLPD�q�GXQTXH�LO�SURGRWWR�GL�XQ�HVVHUH�
YLYHQWHª�>:HL]VlFNHU���������@��

/¶DSSURFFLR�DO�SUREOHPD�GHOOD�IRUPD�FKH��QHOOD�VXD�UHOD]LRQH�FRQ�OD�
YLWD�H�FRQ�OD�WHPSRUDOLWj��VL�FDUDWWHUL]]D�FRPH�¿JXUD]LRQH��Bildung-Ge-
staltung���VL�WUDGXFH�GXQTXH�SHU�3OHVVQHU��LQ�XQ�SULPR�PRPHQWR��LQ�XQD�
©WHRULD�FRPSOHVVLYD�GHOO¶DJLUH��GHO�SDUODUH�H�GHO�IRUPDUH��FLRq�XQD�³SR-
HWLFD´�FKH�FRPSUHQGD�DOOD�UDGLFH�LO�noein��>H�FKH@�QRQ�SXz�IDUH�D�PHQR�
GL�XQ¶ermeneutica dei sensiª� >3OHVVQHU���������@��0D�SRLFKp� O¶DQDOLVL�
HVWHVLRORJLFD�GHOO¶LQFRUSRUD]LRQH�q�PHVVD�LQ�UHOD]LRQH�FRQ�O¶LQWHUD�HVL-
VWHQ]D�FRUSRUHD�GHOO¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�LQ�TXDQWR�SDUWH�GHOO¶HVSHULHQ]D�GHOOD�
QDWXUD�FKH�LQWHUURJD��OH�ULFHUFKH�GL�¿ORVR¿D�GHL�VHQVL�VSLQJRQR�3OHVVQHU�
a una concezione più fondamentale dei rapporti fra corpo e ambiente 
e allo studio delle «forme di correlazione tra forma del corpo e forma 
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GHOO¶DPELHQWH�FKH�DEEUDFFL�>«@�L�WLSL�GHOOD�YLWD�YHJHWDOH��DQLPDOH�H�XPD-
QDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�

4. L’organico tra Plessner e Buytendijk

3OHVVQHU�H�%X\WHQGLMN�VFULYRQR��QHO�VDJJLR�Die Deutung des mimischen 
Ausdrucks. Ein Beitrag zur Lehre vom Bewußtsein des anderen Ichs 
>%X\WHQGLMN�	�3OHVVQHU�����@�GHO�������FKH�LO�PRQGR�LQYLVLELOH�GL�FRQ-
FRUGDQ]H�WUD�LO�YLYHQWH�H�LO�VXR�DPELHQWH�VL�GLVSLHJD�LQ�XQD�GLVSRQLELOLWj�
D�SULRUL�GL�XQD�FHUWD�IRUPD�GL�DWWLYLWj�GRWDWD�GL�VHQVR�FKH�VL�Gj� LQWXL-
WLYDPHQWH� QHOOH� ³LPPDJLQL� GHO�PRYLPHQWR´�RUJDQLFR��&RPH�3OHVVQHU�
chiarisce nelle Stufen, le immagini del movimento appaiono come una 
©GL൵HUHQ]LD]LRQH�GHO�IRUPDWR�ULVSHWWR�DOOD�VXD�IRUPDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D��
���@�H�VL�SUHVHQWDQR�FRPH�XQLWDULH�QHOOD�YDULDELOLWj�GHOOH�FXUYH�GL�PR-
YLPHQWR�LO�FXL�VHQVR�q�GDWR�GDOOD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�O¶RUJDQLVPR�H�O¶DPELHQWH��
1HOO¶HVVHUH�ULYROWR�GHOO¶RUJDQLVPR�YHUVR�LO�PRQGR�FKH�JOL�VWD�GDYDQWL��LO�
SULPR�DSSDUH�FRPH�HVVHUH�FKH�VL�FRPSRUWD��HVVHUH�FLRq�FXL�O¶DPELHQWH�
q�SUHVHQWH�� FKH�YHGH�� VHQWH�� FHUFD� H�YROD�RYYHUR� FRVWUXLVFH� LO� SURSULR�
RUL]]RQWH�GL�VHQVR��/H�IRUPH�GL�FRPSRUWDPHQWR�VRQR�LPPHGLDWDPHQWH�
LQWHOOLJLELOL�SHUFKp�RULHQWDWH�YHUVR�TXDOFRVD�HG�HVSULPHQWL�O¶DUPRQLD�GHO�
FRUSR�YLYHQWH�FRQ�FLz�FKH�OR�FLUFRQGD�QHO�PRGR�GL�XQ¶LPPDJLQH�QHOOD�
TXDOH�©OD�QHWWH]]D�GHOOD�GHOLPLWD]LRQH�GHOO¶LQWHUR�YD�GL�SDUL�SDVVR�FRQ�
XQD�HOHYDWD� VSRVWDELOLWj�GHL� FRQWRUQLª� >3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�� ,O�PRYL-
PHQWR�YLWDOH�q�GH¿QLWR�GD�3OHVVQHU�FRPH

quel movimento che segue la tendenza a esso precedente o predata 
H�LO�FXL�UHDOH�GHFRUVR�TXLQGL�VL�Gj�FRQ�LO�FDUDWWHUH�GHOO¶DWWXD]LRQH��
>«@�4XL��RJQL�IDVH�IDWWXDOPHQWH�SDVVDWD��SRLFKp�VHPEUD�HVVHUH�VWD-
ta fondata in una tendenza ad essere stata sollecitata da questa, 
ha la caratteristica di essere stata indeterminata in ogni punto del 
suo percorso. Si presenta come un movimento che avrebbe potu-
WR�DYYHQLUH�LQ�PRGR�GLYHUVR�GD�FRPH�H൵HWWLYDPHQWH�q�DYYHQXWR��
>«@�1HO�GHOLQHDUVL�GHOO¶DWWHVD��QHO�PRPHQWR�GL�WHQVLRQH�FKH�GHYH�
ULVROYHUVL��ULVLHGH�TXHOOR�LDWR�GHOO¶DQWLFLSD]LRQH��FKH�SXz�HVVHUH�VX-
SHUDWR� VROWDQWR�GD�XQ�DWWR� VSRQWDQHR� VFDWXULWR�GDOO¶DUELWULR��/¶LU-
UD]LRQDOLWj�H�OD�VSRQWDQHLWj�GHO�YLYHQWH��O¶LQFOLQD]LRQH�D�ULVROYHUVL�
SHU�OD�SL��LPSUREDELOH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GL�XQ�GDWR�QXPHUR�GL�SRVVLELOLWj��
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>«@�VL�GRFXPHQWD�QHOO¶LQWXL]LRQH�FRPH libertà dalla forma entro la 
forma >3OHVVQHU�����D���������@�

4XHVWD�TXHVWLRQH�q�FHQWUDOH�DO�VDJJLR�GL�%X\WHQGLMN�GDO�WLWROR�Anschau-
liche Kennzeichen des Organischen�>%X\WHQGLMN�����@�H�SXEEOLFDWR�QHO�
1928 nella rivista Philosophischer Anzeiger�IRQGDWD�GD�3OHVVQHU��%X\WHQ-
GLMN�YL�LQGDJD�O¶DSSOLFD]LRQH�GHO�FRQFHWWR�GL�RUJDQLFR�LQ�DPELWL�GHOOD�UHDOWj�
anche diversi dalle sole scienze della vita, impegnandosi nella descrizione 
IHQRPHQRORJLFD�GHL�VXRL�³FRQWUDVVHJQL� LQWXLWLYL´�H�DO�GL� Oj�GHO�FRQFHWWR�
GL�³LQGLYLGXDOLWj´��SRLFKp�DQFKH�SHU� OD�ELRORJLD�PRGHUQD�©O¶RUJDQLFR�VL�
Gj�WDQWR�DOO¶LQWHUQR�TXDQWR�DOO¶HVWHUQR�GHL�FRQ¿QL�GHOO¶RUJDQLVPR�YLYHQWH�
LQGLYLGXDOH�>«@�QHOOD�WRWDOLWj�FRVWLWXLWD�GDOO¶DQLPDOH�H�GDO�VXR�DPELHQWHª�
>%X\WHQGLMN����������@���/H�PDUFKH�LQWXLWLYH�FRQ�FXL�%X\WHQGLMN�FDUDWWH-
UL]]D�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR�VRQR�OD�WRWDOLWj�GL�SDUWL�HWHURJHQHH�±�GRYH�
FRQ�HWHURJHQHLWj�VL�LQWHQGH�XQD�GL൵HUHQ]D�LQWHUQD�DOOD�WRWDOLWj�VWHVVD�±�H�
O¶LUUHJRODULWj�UHJRODUH�FDUDWWHUL]]DWD�GDOOD�FRQWLQXLWj�IUD�OH�SDUWL��,Q�TXH-
VWR�VHQVR��©OD�IRUPD�GL�XQD�IRJOLD�VL�GL൵HUHQ]LD�GD�TXHOOD�GL�XQ�FULVWDOOR�
SHUFKp� HVLELVFH� XQD� UHJRODUH� LUUHJRODULWj�� FKH� q� FRPXQTXH� EHQ� GLYHUVD�
GDOO¶DVVROXWD�LUUHJRODULWj�GHO�FDRWLFRª�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@��8Q�FHUFKLR��
XQ¶HOOLVVH��XQ�RYDOH�H�XQD�IRJOLD�GL�WLJOLR�VL�RUGLQDQR�QHOO¶LQWXL]LRQH�LQ�EDVH�
DOOD�GLYHUVD�FRPSOHVVLWj�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�IUD�OH�SDUWL�H�GHO�JUDGR�GL�YDULDEL-
OLWj�GL�TXHVWH��LQ�EDVH�FLRq�DOOD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�XQD�PLQRUH�R�PDJJLRUH�LUUH-
JRODULWj�UHJRODUH�LO�FXL�JUDGR�PDVVLPR��GLFH�%X\WHQGLMN�FLWDQGR�*RHWKH��
ODVFLD�SUHVDJLUH�XQD� ³OHJJH� VHJUHWD´� >%X\WHQGLMN����������@��/D� OLEHUWj�
GHOOH�SDUWL� HQWUR�FHUWL� OLPLWL�SHUPHWWH�DOO¶RUJDQLFR�GL� ULPDQHUH� LGHQWLFR�
SHU�TXDQWR�JUDQGL�VLDQR�L�FDPELDPHQWL�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@�H��LQVLHPH�
DOO¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHO�SULQFLSLR�GL�FRQWLQXLWj�SHU� LO�FDUDWWHUH�RUJDQL]]DWLYR�
GHO�UHDOH��VL�ULWURYD�LQ�GHWHUPLQDWH�VLWXD]LRQL�FRPH�©LO�VLOHQ]LR��O¶DULD�GHO�
PDWWLQR��LO�WUDPRQWR��O¶DWPRVIHUD�GL�XQ�GLSLQWR��OR�VWLOH�ÀXHQWH�GL�XQ�OLEUR�H�
OD�OXFH�ÀXWWXDQWH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GL�XQD�FKLHVD�>FKH@�SURGXFRQR�OR�VWHVVR�H൵HWWR�
RUJDQL]]DQWH��SRLFKp�ULFRPSRQJRQR�JOL�VWUDSSL�LQWHUQL��LQVHULVFRQR�RJQL�
singolo aspetto in un quadro complessivo e superano le posizioni partico-
ODULª�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@�

Ulteriori contrassegni intuitivi sono la presenza di una delimita-
]LRQH�H�GL�XQR�VIRQGR��&RQ�GHOLPLWD]LRQH�V¶LQWHQGH�XQD�©GHPDUFD]LRQH�
ULVSHWWR�DOO¶DPELHQWH�FLUFRVWDQWHª��XQD�Grenzlinie o linea-limite che, nel 
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FDVR�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR��SRVVLHGH�OD�TXDOLWj�GHOOD�³QHWWH]]D �́�GL�XQ�FRQ¿QH�FKH�
q�FKLXVR��PD�FKH�KD�LQ�Vp�XQ�FDUDWWHUH�GLQDPLFR��XQD�©VXSHU¿FLH�LQ�FXL�VL�
PDQLIHVWD�XQD�WHQVLRQH�FKH�VL�GLULJH�YHUVR�O¶LQWHUQR��VRVWLHQH�H�JXLGD�OH�
UHOD]LRQL�IXQ]LRQDOL�LQWHUQH�H�KD�LO�VLJQL¿FDWR�GL�XQD�GLIHVD�QHL�FRQIURQWL�
GHOO¶HVWHUQRª�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@��,Q�TXHVWR�VHQVR��GLFH�%X\WHQGLMN��
forma organica hanno sia le forme animali che le forme psicologiche o 
VSLULWXDOL�RJJHWWLYH��SHUFKp�OD�WHQVLRQH�WUD�FKLXVXUD�H�GLQDPLFLWj��DQFKH�
QHO�FDVR�LQ�FXL�VL�WUDWWL�GL�XQ�HGL¿FLR��q�VHJQR�GL�XQ¶RUJDQL]]D]LRQH�YL-
vente che si staglia su uno sfondo disorganizzato o omogeneo:

>«@�OD�FRQFH]LRQH�FRUUHWWD�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�OH�PROWHSOLFL�SDUWL�
DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOOD�WRWDOLWj�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR�FL�JULGD�VXELWR��³,R�VRQR �́�
7XWWR�TXHVWR�YLHQH�DFFHQWXDWR�QHOOD�IRUPD�RUJDQLFD�>«@��7DQWR�OD�
delimitazione nella sua tensione quanto lo stagliarsi sullo sfondo 
³WRWDOPHQWH�GLYHUVR´�FL�DYYLFLQDQR�FRQ�SDUWLFRODUH�YLJRUH�DOO¶RU-
JDQLFR�LQ�TXDQWR�HVSUHVVLRQH�GL�³YDORUH�SURSULR´�H�GL�³DXWRD൵HU-
PD]LRQH´�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@�

4XHVWR� ³SXUR� valore d’essere´� GHOO¶RUJDQLFR� ULJXDUGD� SHU�%X\WHQGLMN�
RJJHWWL�QDWXUDOL�H�XQLWj�VRFLDOL��QHOOD�PLVXUD�LQ�FXL�TXHVWH�©HVLELVFRQR�
LO�ORUR�YDORUH�G¶HVVHUH�H�VROR�LQ�VHFRQGD�LVWDQ]D��PDJDUL�FRVWUHWW>H@�GDOOD�
QHFHVVLWj�GL�UHDOL]]DUVL��PDQWHQJRQR�UHOD]LRQL�RSHUDWLYH�FRQ�OR�VIRQGRª�
>%X\WHQGLMN����������@��&DSRYROJHQGR�O¶LGHD�GL�XQD�QDWXUD�FKH�VL�GH¿QL-
VFH�LQ�EDVH�DOOD�FRQIRUPLWj�D�VFRSL��%X\WHQGLMN�GLFKLDUD�©O¶LPSUHVVLRQH�
che tutta la macchina razionale esista solo per mettere in mostra questo 
VIDU]R�FRQ�VFRQ¿QDWR�VSUHFR�GL�HQHUJLHª�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@�

,Q�TXHVW¶RWWLFD��O¶RUJDQLFR�KD�YDORUH�G¶HVVHUH��SRUWD�D�FRPSLPHQWR�
la sua essenza esibendo la propria ricchezza. Detto in altri termini, 
O¶RUJDQLFR�� TXDQGR� DSSDUH�� GHY¶HVVHUH� RUGLQDWR� LQ� EDVH� DO� JUDGR�
PDJJLRUH�R�PLQRUH�QRQ�GL�FRQIRUPLWj�D�VFRSL��PD�GL� ULFFKH]]D��
non esistono organismi conformi a scopi e organismi non confor-
PL�D�VFRSL�±�JOL�RUJDQLVPL�VRQR�WXWWL�VX൶FLHQWHPHQWH�FRQIRUPL�D�
VFRSL�SHU�HVLELUH�LO�SURSULR�OXVVR�>%X\WHQGLMN����������@�
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5. 6FKUDQNH vs. *UHQ]H

/¶DXWRHVLEL]LRQH� GHOOD� IRUPD� YLYHQWH� GLYHQWD� LQ� 3OHVVQHU� ©XQ� LQGLFH�
HVVHQ]LDOH�GHOOD�YLWDOLWjª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��SRLFKp�©SL��PDQLIHVWD-
PHQWH�� FKLDUDPHQWH�� DSSDLRQR� LO�GLVWDFFR�H� O¶DXWRQRPLD�GL�XQD� IRUPD�
relativamente costante, più tendiamo a considerare animata una cosa 
FRUSRUHDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��1HOOH�Stufen��TXHVWD�ULÀHVVLRQH�VHUYH��
tuttavia, come punto di partenza per una teoria dei modali organici 
�FKH�©FRVWLWXLVFH�XQ�FRPSOHWDPHQWR�GHO�ODYRUR�>«@�VXOOD�LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH�
GHOO¶HVSUHVVLRQH�PLPLFDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��FKH�VWXGLD�OH�FRQGL]LRQL�
GL�SRVVLELOLWj�GHOOD�YLWDOLWj�QHOOD�VXD�HYLGHQ]D�IHQRPHQLFD�

Ê�VWDWR�VRVWHQXWR�FKH��QHO�TXDGUR�GHOOD�WUDGL]LRQH�¿ORVR¿FD�RFFLGHQ-
tale, Grenzen e Schranken� ULHQWUDQR� QHO� YRFDERODULR� NDQWLDQR� GD� XQD�
ripresa dei termini terminus e limes >*HQWLOH� ������ �������@��Grenze 
LPSOLFD�XQR�VSD]LR�GL�XOWHULRULWj�ULVSHWWR�D�FLz�FKH�GHOLPLWD�R�UDFFKLXGH��
Schranke indica nella sua immediatezza qualcosa di semplicemente ne-
JDWLYR�>*HQWLOH����������@��XQD�³GLYLVLRQH´�R�³EDUULHUD´� LQYDOLFDELOH��Ê�
nella Grenze�FKH�XQD�FRVD�DFTXLVWD�GHWHUPLQDWH]]D�H�FRPSLXWH]]D�SHUFKp�
VL� GH¿QLVFH� ULVSHWWR� DG� DOWUR�� XQD�GLVWLQ]LRQH�UHOD]LRQH�GRSSLD� GHO� WLSR�
³OLPLWDWR��LOOLPLWDWR �́�³SRVVLELOLWj�LPSRVVLELOLWj �́�Grenze�q�Grenzlinie, li-
nea-limite di comune appartenenza in cui si incontrano campi qualitati-
YDPHQWH�GLYHUVL��XQD�©FRQJLXQ]LRQH�SDUWHFLSDWLYDª�>*HQWLOH����������@�LQ�
cui il limite appartiene alle due regioni che divide, mettendole in relazio-
QH��/¶HVLVWHQ]D�GL�OLPLWL�GHOOD�UDJLRQH�SHUPHWWH�D�TXHVWD�GL�LQWHUURJDUVL�VX�
FLz�FKH�VWD�ROWUH��H�WXWWDYLD�OD�SRVLWLYLWj�GHO�OLPLWH�QRQ�VWD�VROR�QHOOD�VXD�
valenza cognitivo-razionale o pragmatico-antropologica, ma nel consen-
WLUH�LO�UDSSRUWR�WUD�JOL�VSD]L�GHOLPLWDWL�FKH�VL�GH¿QLVFRQR�UHFLSURFDPHQWH�
SURSULR�D�SDUWLUH�GD�TXHVWR��'RYH� LQ�.DQW� LO� OLPLWH� LPSOLFD� LO� UDSSRUWR�
GHOOD�UDJLRQH�FRQ�FLz�FKH�q�FRQRVFLELOH�H�FRQ�FLz�FKH�QRQ�OR�q��LQ�3OHVVQHU�
GLYHQWD�OD�©FRQGL]LRQH�PLQLPDOH�FKH�FRVWLWXLVFH��QHOOD�PLVXUD�LQ�FXL�q�UH-
DOL]]DWD��OD�YLWDOLWjª�>3OHVVQHU�����D����@��6HFRQGR�*UHJRU�)LW]L��3OHVVQHU�
SDUWH�GDOOD�SUREOHPDWLFD�ELRORJLFD�GHOOD�¿ORVR¿D�GHOOD�YLWD�FHQWUDQGR�OD�
VXD�DQDOLVL�VXO�FRQFHWWR�GL�OLPLWH�LQ�VHQVR�³IHQRPHQLFR�VSD]LDOH´�DO�¿QH�
di ottenere un «concetto esaudiente della forma di esistenza umana in 
SDUDOOHOR�FRQ�TXHOOD�GHJOL�DOWUL�HVVHUL�YLYHQWLª�>)LW]L��������������@��'LFH�
3OHVVQHU��©in abstracto TXDOVLDVL�EDUULHUD�>Schranke@�SXz�HVVHUH�FRQVLGH-
UDWD�FRPH�XQ�OLPLWH�>Grenze@��QHO�FDVR�LQ�FXL�VL�WURYL�LQ�XQ�continuum di 
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SRVVLELOLWj�GL�DQGDUH�ROWUH��In concreto LQYHFH� OD�GL൵HUHQ]D�IUD� OLPLWH�H�
EDUULHUD�QRQ�GL�UDGR�DSSDUH�FRQ�HVWUHPD�FKLDUH]]D��3HU�LO�OLPLWH�ULPDQH�
HVVHQ]LDOH� >���@� O¶XQLWj� GL� FKLXVXUD� H� DSHUWXUD�� FKH� GD� XQ� SXQWR� GL� YLVWD�
posto oltre HVVR�VLJQL¿FD�O¶XQLWj�GL�SHUPDQHUH�H�SDVVDUH��GD�XQD�UHJLRQH�
all¶DOWUD�ª�>3OHVVQHU�����D���������@��1HOOH Stufen, la Grenze costituisce 
OD� FRQGL]LRQH�GL� SRVVLELOLWj�GHOOD�YLWD� HVSHULELOH�QHOOH� VXH� FRQVHJXHQ]H�
o nel suo fenomeno e la cui deduzione permette di «sviluppare quelle 
funzioni fondamentali la cui presenza nei corpi viventi viene ritenuta ca-
UDWWHULVWLFD�GHOOD� ORUR�SDUWLFRODUH�SRVL]LRQHª� >3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��'DO�
punto di vista della Grenze��FLRq��VL�FRPSUHQGRQR�TXDOL�TXDOLWj�XOWLPH�H�
LUULGXFLELOL�±�FKLDPDWH�DQFKH�FDWHJRULH�GHOOD�YLWD�R�³PRGDOL�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR´�
±�VRQR�OH�PRGDOLWj�RULJLQDULH�GHOOD�YLWDOLWj��OH�©IRUPH�GHOOD�FRUULVSRQGHQ-
]D�WUD�VIHUH�HWHURJHQHH��WUD�SHQVDUH�H�LQWXLUH��>«@�WUD�VRJJHWWR�H�RJJHWWRª�
>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��L�SRQWL�WUD�RUJDQLVPL�H�DPELHQWL�FKH�©FRQQRWDQR�
OD�VSHFL¿FLWj�GHOOD�QDWXUD�RUJDQLFD��OH�IRUPH�LQ�FXL�HVVD�VL�SUHVHQWD�H�OH�
PRGDOLWj�RQWRORJLFR�HVVHQ]LDOL�GHL�VXRL�JUDGLª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��$OOD�
Grenze plessneriana appartiene dunque il legame reciproco ma anche il 
PRPHQWR�GHOOD�VHSDUD]LRQH��q�FKLXVXUD�H�SURWH]LRQH�H�LQVLHPH�DSHUWXUD�
H�PHGLD]LRQH��q�XQD� OLQHD�GL� WHQVLRQH� WUD� IRU]H�FRQÀLJJHQWL�R�DGLDFHQ-
WL��(VVD� DSSDUWLHQH� UHDOPHQWH� DO� FRUSR�YLYHQWH�SHUFKp�QH�GLYHQWD�©XQD�
SURSULHWj�GHFLVLYD��H�SHUFLz�GHWHUPLQD�OD�VXD�HVVHQ]D�ª�>3OHVVQHU�����D��
���@��FLRq�DFTXLVWD�VLJQL¿FDWR�GHWHUPLQDQWH�SHU� OD�FRVD�LQÀXHQ]DQGR�LO�
VXR�PRGR�GL�HVVHUH�QHO�PRQGR��OD�VXD�SRVL]LRQDOLWj��6H��LQIDWWL��LO�OLPLWH�
appartiene al corpo, questo si trova in una relazione aperta al medium 
SXU�HVVHQGR�UDFFKLXVR�LQ�VH�VWHVVR��FRQ�³SRVL]LRQDOLWj´�3OHVVQHU�LQGLFD�©LO�
PRPHQWR�GHOO¶HVVHUH�VROOHYDWR��GHOO¶HVVHUH�VRVSHVR��VHQ]D�SHUGHUH�WXWWDYLD�
O¶DOWUR�PRPHQWR��TXHOOR�GHOO¶HVVHUH�LQ�TXLHWH��GHOO¶HVVHUH�VWDELOHª�>3OHVVQHU�
����D�����@��GHO�FRUSR�FKH�q�LQVLHPH�IXRUL�H�GHQWUR�GL�Vp��1H�FRQVHJXH�FKH�
SHU�WHQHUH�FRQWR�GHO�IDWWR�GHOO¶HVLVWHUH�ROWUH�VH�VWHVVD�H�LQ�VH�VWHVVD��OD�FRVD�
GHYH�GL൵HUHQ]LDUVL�GD�VH�VWHVVD�SXU�UHVWDQGR�VH�VWHVVD��DOWULPHQWL�VDUHEEH�
DQQXOODWD�FRPH�FRVD���©QHOO¶HODVWLFLWj�GHO�VXR�HVVHUH�ULVSHWWR�D�WDOH�HVVHUH�
FRQVLVWH� O¶XQLFD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�DYHUH� UHDOPHQWH� LQ� Vp� LO�SDVVDJJLR� �FRPH�
VHQVR�GHO�OLPLWH�ª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��/H�PRGDOLWj�GL�HVLVWHQ]D�GHOOD�
YLWDOLWj��SRVL]LRQDOLWj�H�VSD]LDOL]]D]LRQH��FDUDWWHUH�SURFHVVXDOH��FDUDWWHUH�
HYROXWLYR��FXUYD�GHOOR�VYLOXSSR��HFF���ULVSRQGRQR�WXWWH�D�TXHVWD�³OHJJH´�GL�
senso del limite.
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6. Ricentramenti e decentramenti

/D�OHJJH�GHOO¶LPPHGLDWH]]D�PHGLDWD�LQGLFD�JLXVWDPHQWH�LO�IDWWR�GL�GRYHU�
UHDOL]]DUH�XQ�HTXLOLEULR�FRQ�O¶DPELHQWH�WUDPLWH�OD�PHGLD]LRQH�GHOOD�IRU-
PD�GL�RUJDQL]]D]LRQH�FRUSRUHD��VLD�HVVD�SULYD�GL�FHQWUR�H�DSHUWD��RSSXUH�
FKLXVD�H�GXQTXH�FHQWULFD�R�HFFHQWULFD��FRPH�PDQLIHVWD]LRQH�GHO�OLPLWH��Ê�
la maggiore o minore presenza di una connessione intermedia, necessa-
ULD�D�JDUDQWLUH�O¶LPPHGLDWH]]D�GHOOD�UHOD]LRQH�WUD�RUJDQLVPR�H�DPELHQWH��
D�JLXVWL¿FDUH�FKH�VL�SDUOL�GL�³JUDGL´�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR��'RYH�O¶DQLPDOH�HQWUD�
LQ�UHOD]LRQH�FRQ�O¶DPELHQWH�FRPSRUWDQGRVL�LQ�PDQLHUD�DXWRQRPD��QHOO¶X-
PDQR�LO�FRQWDWWR�q�XOWHULRUPHQWH�PHGLDWR�GDO�VDSHUH�GL�Vp�H�GHO�PRQGR��
SHUFHSLWR�FRPH�PRQGR�GL�FRVH�GRWDWH�GL�XQ�SURSULR�SHVR��$OO¶LQWUHFFLR�
WUD�HVVHUH�XQ�FRUSR��Leib��H�DYHUH�XQ�FRUSR��Körper��JLj�SUHVHQWH�QHOOD�
IRUPD� GL� RUJDQL]]D]LRQH� FHQWULFD� GHOO¶DQLPDOH�� VL� DJJLXQJH� XQ� SXQWR�
GL�IXJD��XQD�GLVWDQ]D�GD�FXL�JXDUGDUH�HQWUDPEH�OH�SRVVLELOLWj�FKH�DSUH�
a un UHJUHVVXV�DG�LQ¿QLWXP�GHOO¶DXWRFRVFLHQ]D�H�SRQH�OD�FRVD�YLYHQWH�
XPDQD�GLHWUR�GL�Vp��©DO�GL�TXD�H�DO�GL�Oj�GHOO¶DELVVR��YLQFRODWD�DO�FRUSR��
YLQFRODWD�DOO¶DQLPD��H�LQVLHPH�LQ�QHVVXQ�SRVWR��SULYD�GL�OXRJR��DO�GL�IXRUL�
GL�RJQL�OHJDPH�FRQ�OR�VSD]LR�H�FRQ�LO�WHPSRª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��Ê�
TXHVWD�PDQFDQ]D�GL�WHPSR�H�GL�OXRJR�D�FRVWLWXLUH�OD�³QXGLWj´�GHOO¶HVVHUH�
XPDQR��FRVWUHWWR�D�UHDOL]]DUH�O¶HTXLOLEULR�QDWXUDOH�FRQ�LO�SURSULR�FRUSR�
H�FRQ�O¶DPELHQWH�DWWUDYHUVR�OD�PHGLD]LRQH�GL�IRUPH�FXOWXUDOL�WUDPLWH�FXL�
HJOL�©WURYD�OD�VXD�FDVD�H�LO�VXR�UDGLFDPHQWR�DVVROXWRª�>3OHVVQHU�����D��
���@��DWWUDYHUVR�XQ�PRQGR�FRPXQH�FKH�©porta la persona, nel venire da 
TXHVWD�SRUWDWR�H�IRUPDWRª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��0D�SRLFKp�©VXOOD�EDVH�
GHOOD�VXD�YLWDOLWj��WXWWR�LO�YLYHQWH�VWD�LQ�XQD�UHOD]LRQH�FRPXQH��FLRq�LQ�
XQD�UHOD]LRQH�GL�FRPSDJQLD�UHFLSURFD��GL�YLFLQDQ]D�H�DVVRFLD]LRQH�>«@�
FRQ�LO�VXR�FDPSR�FLUFRVWDQWHª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��LO�PRQGR�FRPXQH�
VL�FRPSUHQGH�GDOOD�VWUXWWXUD�OLPLQDOH�GHOOD�YLWDOLWj�

1HOO¶DUWL¿FLDOLWj�GHOO¶DJLUH��GHO�SHQVDUH�H�GHO�VRJQDUH�O¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�
HQWUD�LQ�DFFRUGR�FRQ�VH�VWHVVR�SURGXFHQGR�HOHPHQWL�DXWRQRPL�FXL�HJOL�q�
YLQFRODWR�PD�FKH�OR�FROORFDQR�QHOOD�VIHUD�GHOOD�OLEHUWj��GHO�FRQGXUUH�OD�SUR-
pria vita potendo scegliere la posizione da assumere: «egli deve fare per 
HVVHUHª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�H�IDUH�DYDQ]DQGR�D�VH�VWHVVR�GHOOH�ULFKLHVWH��
conducendo la propria vita tra passato e futuro in un mondo comune di 
costumi e legami a norme astratte che aprono al riconoscimento del valo-
UH�UHFLSURFR�H�GHOOH�FRVH�PD�DQFKH�DOO¶LQHOLPLQDELOH�VR൵HUHQ]D�GHOO¶DUWL¿-
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FLDOLWj�GHOOD�IRUPD�WUDPLWH�OD�TXDOH�VROWDQWR�VL�SXz�WHQWDUH�GL�ULPHWWHUVL�LQ�
HTXLOLEULR�FRQ�LO�PRQGR��VHPSUH�H�VROR�WHPSRUDQHDPHQWH��5LFHQWUDPHQWR�
H�GHFHQWUDPHQWR��FRPH�LQGLFDWR�GD�+DQV�3HWHU�.U�JHU��VHJQDQR�DOORUD�LO�
SURFHVVR� WUDPLWH�FXL� VL� UHDOL]]D� OD�QDWXUD�GHOOD�SRVL]LRQDOLWj�HFFHQWULFD�
LQWHVD�VLD�FRPH�DOOHVWLPHQWR�GL�©XQ�DPELHQWH�DUWL¿FLDOH�FKH�GLYLHQH�DEL-
tudine con il succedersi delle generazioni e che pertanto viene assunto in 
PRGR�UL�FHQWULFRª�>.U�JHU ���������@�FKH�LQVLVWHQ]D�GHOO¶DSHUWXUD�FRPH�
QHFHVVLWj�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�WUDVIRUPDUVL�LQ�DOWUR��5LFHQWUDPHQWR�q�VSLQWD�DOOD�
FRQ¿JXUD]LRQH�H�DOOD�FRPXQLFD]LRQH��VFRSHUWD�GL�XQD�IRUPD�SHU�XQ�FRQ-
WHQXWR�GRYH�TXHVWD�QRQ�q�PDL�Oj�GRYH�GRYUHEEH�HVVHUH�H�DSUH�DOO¶©LQTXLH-
WXGLQH�GHO�FRQWLQXR�IDUHª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��/¶HTXLOLEULR�©VL�VSH]]D�
VHPSUH�GL�QXRYR�WUD�OH�PDQLª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��OD�GL൵HUHQ]D�WUD�IRU-
PH�H�FRQWHQXWR�GLYHQWD�PDQLIHVWD]LRQH�GHO�OLPLWH�GHOO¶HVSHULHQ]D�XPDQD�
nel senso in cui mette in gioco la frattura interna al corpo vivente umano 
WUD�IRU]H�FHQWULSHWH�H�FHQWULIXJKH��1HOOD�VSLQWD�DOOD�FRQ¿JXUD]LRQH��RJQL�
impulso vitale della persona porta a espressione il cosa di qualche aspira-
]LRQH�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�H�OD�SHUVRQD�WHQWD�GL�©FRQVHUYDUH�LO�FDUDWWHUH�
GL�IXJJHYROH]]D�GHOOD�YLWDª�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@��OD�VXD�FRQWUDSSRVL]LRQH�
DOOD�VXD�VLWXD]LRQH�YLWDOH�>3OHVVQHU�����D�����@�FKH�OD�DOORQWDQD�GDO�FRQ-
WDWWR�LPPHGLDWR�FRQ�OD�QDWXUD��PD�DQFKH�OD�DSUH�DOOD�ULFFKH]]D�GL�LQ¿QLWH�
SRVVLELOLWj�HVSUHVVLYH��&RPH�VDUj�DSSURIRQGLWR�GD�3OHVVQHU�QHO�������O¶HV-
VHUH�XPDQR�YLYH�©VROR�FRQGXFHQGR�LQ�TXDOFKH�PRGR�OD�VXD�YLWD�>«@�VHP-
SUH�LQ�SUHVHQ]D�GL�XQR�VIRQGR��R�GL�XQ�VRWWRIRQGR��GHOO¶LQWHUSUHWD]LRQH��VXO�
TXDOH�HVVR��DXWRFRPSUHQGHQGRVL��VL�EDVDª�>3OHVVQHU�����E�����@��6L�UHD-
OL]]D�FRVu��LQ�PDQLHUD�³QDWXUDOPHQWH�DUWL¿FLDOH �́�TXHOOD�FRQWLQXD�WHQVLRQH�
WUD�IRUPH�H�SURFHVVL�GL�¿JXUD]LRQH�FKH�FDUDWWHUL]]D�OD�YLWD�FRPH�FLz�FKH�
©SRQH�SHU�Vp�XQD�EDVH�FKH�SHU�HVVD�q�VHPSUH�VROWDQWR�UHODWLYDPHQWH�YLQFR-
ODQWH�>«@�FRPH�una interpretazione accanto�DG�DOWUH�SRVVLELOLª�>3OHVVQHU�
����E���������@��'DO�WHQWDWLYR�GL�FRPSUHQGHUH�OD�YLWD�GDO�SXQWR�GL�YLVWD�
GHOOD�PRUIRORJLD��O¶LQWHUURJD]LRQH�DQWURSR¿ORVR¿FD�SOHVVQHULDQD�SURFHGH�
GXQTXH�YHUVR�XQD�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHOO¶XPDQR�FRPH�³TXHVWLRQH�DSHUWD´�FKH�VL�
delinea nella «decisione per un presente da conquistare», nel «legame tra 
GLPHQVLRQH�RVFXUR�SRWHVWDWLYD�H�O¶LQGLYLGXD]LRQH�VWRULFDPHQWH�VWUDSSDWD�
da essa, in primo luogo nel senso del principio della corretta considera-
]LRQH�GHOOR�VFDWXULUH�XPDQR�³GDOOD´�YLWD�>«@�H�LQ�VHFRQGR�OXRJR�QHO�VHQVR�
GHOOR�VFDWXULUH�VWHVVRª�>3OHVVQHU�����E����@�
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7. Conclusioni

6L�q�FHUFDWR�GL�WUDWWHJJLDUH�O¶LSRWHVL�GL�XQD�FHQWUDOLWj�GHOOD�WHQVLRQH�WUD�
IRUPH� H� SURFHVVL� GL� ¿JXUD]LRQH� FKH� SHUPHWWH� D� 3OHVVQHU� GL� JXDUGDUH�
da uno stesso punto di vista il funzionamento del vivente in generale 
e quello della vita umana in particolare. Nelle opere di estesiologia, 
O¶LPSRVWD]LRQH�PRUIRORJLFD� VL� OHJD�DOOR� VWXGLR�GHOO¶LQWUHFFLR� WUD�PDWH-
ULDOH�H�VSLULWXDOH��WUD�VHQVLELOLWj�HG�HVSUHVVLRQL�FXOWXUDOL��3RL��WUDPLWH�LO�
GLDORJR�FRQ�%X\WHQGLMN��TXHVWD�GLYHQWD�FLz�FKH�SHUPHWWH�LQWXLWLYDPHQWH�
GL� GLVWLQJXHUH� O¶RUJDQLFR�PD� DQFKH� VXD� FRQGL]LRQH�GL� SRVVLELOLWj�� FKH�
3OHVVQHU�IRQGD�FRQ�LO�FRQFHWWR�GL�Grenze��/D�GHVFUL]LRQH�GHOOH�IRUPH�LQ�
cui prende corpo la relazione tra organismi e ambienti come manifesta-
zione della Grenze�SHUPHWWH�OD�FRPSUHQVLRQH�GHOO¶HVVHUH�XPDQR�FRPH�
XQD�IRUPD�GL�YLWD�QDWXUDOPHQWH�DUWL¿FLDOH�GRYH�OD�VSLQWD�DOOD�FRQ¿JXUD-
]LRQH�GLYHQWD�LQVLHPH�UHVSRQVDELOLWj�GD�FRVWUXLUH�H�OLEHUWj�GL�SURGXUUH�
XQ¶LQ¿QLWD�YDULHWj�GL�HVSUHVVLRQL�
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%X\WHQGLMN��)�-�-��>����@��$QVFKDXOLFKH�.HQQ]HLFKHQ�GHV�2UJDQLVFKHQ��
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%X\WHQGLMN��)�-�-���3OHVVQHU��+��>����@��'LH�'HXWXQJ�GHV�PLPLVFKHQ�$XV�
GUXFNV��(LQ�%HWUDJ�]XU�/HKUH�YRP�%HZX�WVHLQ�GHV�DQGHUHQ�,FKV��
LQ�� +�� 3OHVVQHU�� Ausdruck und menschliche Natur. Gesammelte 
Schriften VII��)UDQNIXUW�DP�0DLQ��6XKUNDPS����������HG��RU��������

%X\WHQGLMN��)�-�-��>����@��&RQWUDVVHJQL�LQWXLWLYL�GHOO¶RUJDQLFR��LQ��$��3L-
QRWWL��6��7HGHVFR��HGV����Estetica e scienze della vita. Morfologia, 
biologia teoretica, evo-devo, 0LODQR��5D൵DHOOR�&RUWLQD�(GLWRUH��
���������HG�RU��������%X\WHQGLMN�>����@��

)LW]L��*��>����@��,O�FRQFHWWR�GL�³OLPLWH´�FRPH�FDWHJRULD�IRQGDWLYD�GHOO¶DQ-
WURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD��8Q�FRQIURQWR�IUD�3OHVVQHU�H�6LPPHO��LQ��$��
%RUVDUL��0��5XVVR��HGV����Helmuth Plessner. Corporeità, natura e 
VWRULD�QHOO¶DQWURSRORJLD�¿ORVR¿FD��6RYHULD�0DQQHOOL��5XEEHWWLQR��
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Abstract
7KH� DUWLFOH� SURSRVHV� D� UHDGLQJ� RI� +HOPXWK� 3OHVVQHU¶V� SKLORVRSKLFDO� DQWKURSRORJ\�
through the lens of morphology. At a time when life was once again central to the in-
WHOOHFWXDO�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�HQYLURQPHQW�RI�WKH���th century, divided between empiricism 
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concerning the relation between the physiognomy of the world and that of the human 
ERG\��7KLV�RSHQV�XS�WR�D�EURDGHU�TXHVWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�RUJDQ-
isms and their environments that is investigated through the analysis of the behaviour 
RI�OLYLQJ�EHLQJV��%X\WHQGLMN�DQG�3OHVVQHU��DQG�WKDW�RI�WKH�LQWXLWLYH�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�
WKH�RUJDQLF�IRUP�LQ�JHQHUDO��%X\WHQGLMN���7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�Grenze is then fundamental to 
XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH�WHQVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�IRUPV�DQG�¿JXUDWLRQV�DOORZV�3OHVVQHU�WR�GHVFULEH�
the functioning of life and the emergence of the human form of life, depicted in terms 
RI�DQ�µRSHQ�TXHVWLRQ¶�RU�µHFFHQWULF�SRVLWLRQDOLW\¶�WKDW�LV�VHOI�GHOLPLWLQJ�DQG�DUWL¿FLDOO\�
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