ALmA MATER STUDIORUM - UNIVERSITA DI BOLOGNA
DipARTIMENTO DI STORIA CuLTURE CIVILTA

Karkemish

of the Hittites on the Euphrates
New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ante edited by
Quem Nicold Marchetti



ALma MATER STUDIORUM - UNIVERSITA DI BOLOGNA
DipARTIMENTO DI STORIA CULTURE CIVILTA

Karkemish
of the Hittites on the Euphrates

New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ankara, Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, February 2nd to March 26th, 2026

edited by
Nicold Marchetti



OrientLab
Research on the archaeology of the ancient Near East
Series editor: Nicold Marchetti

www.orientlab.net/pubs

Editorial staff: Vittoria Cardini, Claudia D’Orazio

Text and images are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution CC
BY-NC-SA 4.0 of the Authors and Ante Quem S.r.l., if not credited otherwise

All images, if not credited otherwise, refer to monuments and material from the site of Karkemish and are the copyleft
of the Turco-Italian Archaeological Expedition at Karkemish.

Published by Ante Quem S.r.I. and the Department of History and Cultures — University of Bologna
Via Senzanome 10, 40123 Bologna — tel. and fax +39 051 4211109

Www.antequem.it

Printed in January 2026

ISBN: 978-88-7849-212-7 (paperback)
ISBN: 978-88-7849-213-4 (online)
doi: 10.12878/orientlab3



FOUNDING UNIVERSITIES PARTNERSHIPS

Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Department of History and Cultures DlrﬁﬁtS%rSI%eSGeneral for Cultural Heritage and

Istanbul University
Faculty of Letters - Department of Ancient Languages

and Cultures

Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Directorate

Gaziantep University

Faculty of Architecture Istanbul Archaeological Museums Directorate

FINANCIAL SPONSORS Gaziantep Archaeological Museum Directorate

Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna

GAZIANTED Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality

SANKO Holding



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOTOWOIAS e 7
Visual communication at Karkemish between the Imperial and Late Hittite periods

INICOLO IMLARCHETTI ... 14
Anatolian hieroglyphic writing at Karkemish

HASAN PEKER e 24
The Late Bronze II and Iron I-II layers at Karkemish

VITTORIA CARDINI, CLAUDIA D’ORAZI0, GABRIELE GIACOSA, SARA P1zZIMENTI, ROSA RIVOLTELLA.............. 28
The Hittite Empire period sealing archive from Karkemish: a web of officials and economic tasks
Giacomo BEeNaTI, CLAUDIA D’ORrAzIO, NICOLO MARCHETTI, HASAN PEKER . oo 40
A unique Late Hittite monumental cuneiform inscription from Karkemish

GIANNI IMIARCHESL ..o 44
The Karkemish archaeological landscape between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods

GABRIELE G1acosA, MEDYA KARAKAYA, MERVE OzY1GIT, BEYAZIT SOYLEMEZ, IBRAHIM UNGOR. . 46
The bioarchaeology of Karkemish between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods

MUGE ErRGUN, ELENA MAINI, ELEONORA SERRONE, RULA SHAFIQ, ALEXANDER WEIDE. ... ... 50
The museum collections from Karkemish in Tiirkiye

UMUT ALAGOZ, RauMI AsaL, OzGUR Comak, Ramazan EkERr, YUusur KirRa¢, MUSTAFA METIN..................... 54
The new arrangement of the Karkemish sculptures in the central hall of the Museum

of Anatolian Civilizations

UMUT ALAGOZ, NICOLO MARCHETTI, MUSTAFA METIN...........ooocooiioeoeoeoeoeoeeoeseeeeseeeseee e 58

The digital repository for the Late Bronze II sealing archive and the 3D model of Late Hittite Karkemish
JacoPO MONASTERO 60



CATALOGUE



64






74



Impressed sealing

Excavation no. KH.20.0.160 (Gaziantep)

Material: Clay

Dimensions: 1. 3.4; w. 8.8; th. 1.9 cm

Context: Lower Palace, area C Center, Seal-house, fill F.10825 (phase B)
Date: Late Bronze 11B, 13th century BCE

Half of a large, conical-shaped door-peg sealing. It was found in the fill above
the courtyard to the West of the Seal-house (from that same fill come also Cat.
nos. 5 and 8). The large lump of clay was used to secure a door, possibly the
main entrance to the storehouse: the lump of clay was applied on a cylinder peg
made of wood (diam. 3 cm) fixed in the wall and tied with three/four laps of a
twisted string (diam. 0.4 cm) set into the door, as revealed by the negative traces
left on the inner section of the cone. The base is flat with very light grains, likely
deriving from the wall plaster against which the lump of clay was pressed (see
the graphical reconstruction). The obverse of the sealing is entirely covered by
seven impressions from the same cylinder seal, which can be almost completely
reconstructed by digitally combining them (see Peker 2023a: 133-134, no. 26,
fig. 26b, table 4, listing all the glyptic evidence we have at Karkemish for the
owner of this seal). The seal has been engraved in the Karkemish court style,
which adapts Hittite motives (rendered with painstaking attention to volumes
and details) to the continuous field of the cylinder seal, a medium rather typical
of Syria. The Storm-god - wearing a multiple-horned cap and a kilt - with his
right hand holds up a mace in “smiting”-position and with the left one holds
the tripartite thunderbolt and a leash to the muzzle of the bull upon which he
is standing. In front of him there are another two figures standing, respectively,

upon a lion and an ibex both on a leash: a Great King with long robe, the kalmus

Cat. 4

Description
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stick and an ‘ankh life symbol in his right hand under a winged sun disk (cf.
Cat. no. 1) and a deity, with a skirt opening on the right leg and a single-horned
cap, holding an axe with a multi-spike tang, possibly the god Sharruma (see
Beyer 2001: 335-336, fig. 55 and fig. 98 for the axe). The scene is framed by two
guilloches, above which there are the grooves left by the metal cap (presumably
of gold) originally fixed to the seal (which is 3.2 cm high, 3.7 cm with the caps).
The owner, whose name is written both with hieroglyphic and cuneiform signs,
is a certain Zinni (a name of Hurrian origin and the I of that name, to distinguish
him from a namesake in the same archive), of whom we think we can reconstruct
the career: he first bears just the title BONUS, VIR2/VIR, “(wealthy) (noble)
man” on sealings impressed by two button seals and three signet rings in the
lowermost layer (phase A). In his later career, i.e. on his seal impressions from
the upper layer (phase B), Zinni’s titles are SIGILLUM.DOMINUS, “lord of
the seal”, LU KISIB “man of the seal” and AGRIG $4 LUGAL “storehouse
administrator of the king”, which are written in addition to the title BONUS, VIR,
on two cylinder seal impressions: the one here bears the hieroglyphic inscription
BONUS2 VIR2 zi/a-ni SIGILLUM.DOMINUS and, in cuneiform, 1. MKISIB
2. ™Zi-in-ni 3. LU KISIB AGRIG $4 LUGAL. The supervisor (It AGRIG) of the
collection center (E.NKISIB, “house of the seal/sealing house” = warehouse/
depot) disbursed supplies for religious ceremonies, temple expenses and their
personnel, military equipment, and other expenditures (Gates and Peker 2025: 48).

CDO, NM, HP






