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Methods S6. The consent form to respond the questions about organizing the citizen science campaign "Looking for Cowslips" agreed by co-organizers from academic institutions. 

I am Viktor Siverin, 2nd year Master student, studying Environmental management and policy at Estonian University of Life Sciences. I am very grateful that you took the time and agreed to be interviewed. Before we can move on, please review and sign/submit the following consent form to participate in this study. The interview will take ca. 60 - 70 min and will be recorded, to facilitate the analysis. Your identity will remain confidential in the published results, i.e. your answers will be not connected to your name or other personal data. 

This study is part of a campaign “Looking for Cowslips”, coordinated by University of Tartu https://nurmenukk.ee/en and Viktor Siverin's Master thesis “SCIENCE COMMUNICATION IN THE CITIZEN SCIENCE CAMPAIGN “LOOKING FOR COWSLIPS: ISSUES, OPPORTUNITIES, LESSONS”. 

The Master thesis is done as an additional social-science study to the Cowslips campaign, in cooperation with supervisors from Tartu University (Tsipe Aavik), Estonian University of Life Sciences (Monika Suškevičs, Mart Külvik) in Estonia, and Università Ca' Foscari Venezia in Italy (Baiba Prūse). The social science study seeks to understand the challenges, lessons learned and success factors with regard to communicating the campaign to different volunteer groups in the different participating countries in the Cowslips campaign, from the perspective of campaign organizers. This information may help to design the future campaigns more effectively. The study comprises a set of interviews (ca. 5) and later on, a short survey questionnaire; the data from the interviews and questionnaire will be analyzed qualitatively. The Master thesis (in English) will be a primary outcome from this study. We will share the summary of the Master thesis with you, once it will be ready and defended (potentially during 2022). Additionally, we also plan to write a scientific paper based on this data, which potentially could involve a larger co-authoring team to interpret the results. We will keep you informed about the preparation of a potential manuscript.

Please read the following consent form carefully. By signing this form, you will agree that you understand the purpose of your involvement and that you agree to participate in this research. By signing this consent form you certify and agree with the following: 
· the participation in this research is voluntary 
· there will be no reward or payment in compensation for this participation 
· the participation can be withdrawn and discontinued anytime without penalty 
· any uncomfortable/unsuitable questions may be left unanswered without penalty 
· access to transcripts will be limited to author of this Master thesis and the supervising team 
· the transcripts of the recordings will be analyzed by the author of the Master thesis 
· any content or citations from the interview will be anonymized when made available through the Master thesis or following academic publications 
· participant’s name and other identifiable information will not be revealed, i.e. confidentiality of the participant will remain secure 
· uses of records and data will be subject to standard data use policies which protect the anonymity of individuals and institutions 
· the recording and transcripts of the interview will be saved and not made available 

By submitting this form, you agree that you have read the written participation terms and understood them. You agree to participate in this research voluntarily. 

For any questions please, reach out: siverin.viktor@gmail.com


