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T
h
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uropean

 O
bservatory on
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em

ories, based at th
e U

n
iversity 

of B
arcelon

a’s Solidarity Foun
dation

, is an
 in

tern
ation

al n
etw

ork 

establish
ed in

 2012, dedicated to fosterin
g dialogue on

 h
istorical m

em
ory. 

B
y buildin

g syn
ergies betw

een
 academ

ia, in
stitution

s, cultural cen
ters, 

an
d civil society, w

e aim
 to prom

ote fun
dam

en
tal righ

ts an
d values 

th
rough

 respect for diversity, en
surin

g th
at m

em
ory rem

ain
s an

 in
tegral 

part of E
urope’s cultural an

d social fabric.

M
eet our partn

ers at: w
w

w
.european

m
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et/n

etw
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T
h

e project D
issonant H

eritage and W
ar. Conservation and Com

m
unication of a D

iffi
cult 

Legacy (Co.Co.W
ar) is con

ceived as a critical refl
ection

 an
d system

atic fram
ew

ork 

for addressin
g th

eoretical issues an
d exem

plary cases con
cern

in
g in

terven
tion

s 

on
 D

isson
an

t H
eritage. T

h
e research

 focuses on
 th

e social, political, eth
n

ic, an
d cultural 

processes th
at em

erge in
 situation

s w
h

ere h
eritage is m

arked by a divisive ch
arge gen

erated 

by eith
er m

ilitary or in
terpretative con

fl
ict, or by m

an
ipulation

s of th
e m

essage or cultural 

con
ten

t associated w
ith

 th
e asset. Such

 dyn
am

ics lead com
m

un
ities to adopt attitudes of 

n
eglect or den

igration
, ultim

ately expressed th
rough

 acts of aban
don

m
en

t, tran
sfi

guration
, 

or destruction
. It is fun

ded by a n
ation

al gran
t (Progetti di R

icerca di R
ilevan

te In
teresse 

N
azion

ale –
 PR

IN
, 2022) an

d began
 in

 O
ctober 2023. It w

ill con
clude in

 February 2026
, 

w
ith

 th
e open

in
g of a travellin

g exh
ibition

 in
 T

urin
, at th

e Castello del V
alen

tin
o, an

d a 

fi
n

al con
feren

ce. T
h

e project is groun
ded in

 th
e an

alysis of a sign
ifi

can
t sam

ple of h
eritage 

cases un
dergoin

g diff
eren

t processes –
 in

cludin
g re-sign

ifi
cation

, rejection
, or dam

age –
 

an
d provides a robust m

atrix –
 th

e backbon
e of th

e project, also in
tegrated in

to an
 open

-

access geoapp in
 w

h
ich

 th
ey are catalogued accordin

g to a sh
ared glossary. T

h
e m

atrix 

en
abled th

e research
 un

its to observe th
e ph

en
om

en
on

 from
 a broad large tran

sn
ation

al 

perspective, recogn
isin

g pattern
s in

 th
e origin

s of disson
an

ce, an
d en

ablin
g advan

cem
en

t 

in
 th

e un
derstan

din
g of th

is fi
eld. W

ith
in

 th
ese processes, th

e com
m

un
ication

 of values an
d 

disvalues –
 beyon

d stigm
a –

 is part of a n
ew

 w
ay for th

e com
m

un
ity to en

gage w
ith

 th
is 

com
plex h

eritage. T
h

e case studies are exam
in

ed to iden
tify strategies –

 direct an
d in

direct 

–
 useful in

 open
in

g a path
 tow

ards th
e con

servation
 of D

isson
an

t H
eritage: th

e project 

con
sidered n

ot on
ly h

eritage tradition
ally associated w

ith
 diffi

cult or con
tested m

em
ory, 

D
issonant H

eritage and W
ar. 

C
o

n
se

rvatio
n

 an
d

 
C

o
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
 o

f a 
D

iffi
cu

lt Le
g

acy

Em
anuele M

orezzi
Politecn

ico di T
orin

o

Chiara M
ariotti

U
n

iversità Politecn
ica delle M

arch
e

Leila Signorelli
A

lm
a M

ater Studiorum
 U

n
iversità di B

ologn
a

A
lessia Zam

pini
A

lm
a M

ater Studiorum
 U

n
iversità di B

ologn
a

S
IG

H
T

S
E

E
IN

G
but also cultural assets th

at are acquirin
g disson

an
ce th

rough
 a com

m
un

ication
 th

at 

m
an

ipulates stratifi
ed m

em
ory, w

ith
 th

e aim
 of tran

sform
in

g th
em

 in
to a divisive elem

en
t 

w
ith

in
 th

e com
m

un
ity. T

h
e project, n

ow
 in

 its fi
n

al ph
ase, aim

s to explore in
n

ovative tools 

for iden
tifyin

g an
d m

an
agin

g th
is n

ew
 w

ay disson
an

ce takes sh
ape by m

appin
g situation

s 

in
 w

h
ich

 ten
sion

s em
erge th

rough
 m

an
ipulated com

m
un

ication
, an

d an
alysin

g virtuous 

cases of re-sign
ifi

cation
 of D

isson
an

t H
eritage. T

h
e goal is to outlin

e targeted value-

orien
ted strategies for th

e preservation
 an

d com
m

un
ication

 of th
ese arch

itectures.

Q
uestion

in
g th

e R
ole of H

eritage C
on

servation
 

W
ars an

d con
fl

icts leave beh
in

d rubble to be rem
oved, cities an

d societies to be rebuilt, 

an
d traum

as to be overcom
e. B

eyon
d th

ese m
aterial an

d social w
oun

ds –
 often

 im
possible 

to h
eal –

 con
fl

icts also bequeath
 to th

e future an
oth

er kin
d of diffi

cult h
eritage: seats of 

pow
er, m

ilitary structures, h
eadquarters of political in

stitution
s, an

d even
 m

on
um

en
ts 

burden
ed w

ith
 un

com
fortable iden

tity m
ean

in
gs. T

h
ese structures, im

bued w
ith

 n
ew

 

sem
an

tics, often
 becom

e sym
bols of n

ew
 perception

s am
on

g local population
s, leadin

g 

to form
s of cultural h

eritage repudiation
 an

d n
ew

 attem
pts at post-con

fl
ict iden

tity 

recon
fi

guration
. H

istoric arch
itectural h

eritage, n
orm

ally th
e object of protection

 an
d 

preservation
, th

us becom
es an

 in
strum

en
t n

ot of social un
ifi

cation
 an

d dem
ocracy, but 

of division
 an

d am
plifi

ed ten
sion

 am
on

g still-divided faction
s. W

ith
in

 th
is fram

ew
ork, 

th
e disciplin

e of arch
itectural restoration

 h
as draw

n
 upon

 th
e w

ords of R
oberto Pan

e in
 

1. Experim
ental lab at the form

er House 
of the Fascist Party (Predappio, Italy).
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h
is essay Jung e i due poli della psiche (19

87), w
h

ich
 

th
eorised th

e con
cept of psych

ological attitude, 

un
derlin

in
g h

ow
 th

e perception
 of h

eritage in
 

con
fl

ict by th
e population

 sh
ould be lin

ked to 

Cesare B
ran

di’s refl
ection

s on
 h

istorical an
d 

aesth
etic stan

dpoin
ts. T

h
e in

n
ovative scope of th

ese 

con
cepts is even

 m
ore relevan

t today, in
 ligh

t of 

in
tern

ation
al ph

en
om

en
a such

 as can
cel culture an

d 

protest m
ovem

en
ts again

st th
e m

on
um

en
talisation

 

of disow
n

ed h
eritage or h

eritage at th
e cen

tre of 

in
terpretative con

fl
icts. A

t th
e E

uropean
 level, 

such
 th

em
es h

ave been
 cen

tral to Low
en

th
al’s 

research
 on

 H
eritage Studies (19

9
6

), focusin
g on

 

in
terpretative con

fl
ict arisin

g from
 w

ar or sem
an

tic 

m
isin

terpretation
 of h

eritage, an
d to A

ssm
an

n
’s 

w
ork (2015) on

 th
e m

an
agem

en
t of traum

atic 

m
em

ory. In
 T

un
bridge an

d A
sh

w
orth

’s typology of 

disson
an

ce origin
s (19

9
6

), th
e D

isson
an

t H
eritage 

addressed by th
is project overlaps th

eir secon
d 

an
d th

ird categories: h
eritage located at th

e cen
tre 

of com
m

un
ities w

ith
 separated m

em
ories an

d 

discordan
t m

ean
in

gs, an
d h

eritage w
h

ere disson
an

ce 

arises h
istorically due to societal ch

an
ges causin

g 

value an
d m

essage in
version

s. Sh
aron

 M
acdon

ald, in
 

Is ‘D
iffi

cult H
eritage’ Still ‘D

iffi
cult’? (2015), question

ed 

w
h

eth
er addressin

g diffi
cult h

eritage can
 today be 

seen
 n

ot on
ly as possible, but also as producin

g 

positive eff
ects, rath

er th
an

 as an
 act of dam

natio 

m
em

oriae. Yet it rem
ain

s ch
allen

gin
g to ach

ieve 

sh
ared in

terpretation
s of th

ose h
eritages, w

h
ose 

disson
an

ce, as in
 recen

t con
fl

icts, stem
s from

 

deliberate m
an

ipulation
 of h

istorical stratifi
cation

s 

an
d values to legitim

ise eth
n

ic, political, or religious 

suprem
acy. Cultural h

eritage th
us becom

es cen
tral 

to ‘iden
tity politics’ (G

rah
am

 &
 H

ow
ard 2008), 

an
d its n

arration
 plays a crucial role in

 h
ybrid 

w
arfare strategies, w

h
ere th

e con
trol of in

form
ation

 

(in
fow

ar) becom
es a gen

uin
e w

eapon
 for m

ilitary 

success –
 especially w

h
en

 dissem
in

ated via 

platform
s th

at easily escape verifi
cation

 of objectivity 

an
d truth

 (Facebook, T
ripadvisor, X

, T
elegram

, 

W
ikipedia). U

n
surprisin

gly, th
e N

A
T

O
 report on

 

Iden
tity W

ars (2017) em
ph

asises th
e system

ic n
ature 

of th
ese th

reats in
 con

tem
porary con

fl
icts. T

h
e 

eff
ect is to em

body, as in
 w

ell-kn
ow

n
 cases such

 as 

an
d cultural en

gagem
en

t can
 on

ly be ben
efi

cial in
 treatin

g th
e relation

sh
ip betw

een
 

h
eritage, iden

tity, an
d th

e values of ‘n
ew

 form
s’ of D

isson
an

t H
eritage. In

 th
is perspective, 

th
e role of arch

itectural con
servation

 is n
ot lim

ited to th
e m

aterial con
servation

 of h
eritage, 

but exten
ds to cultural supervision

 aim
ed at en

h
an

cin
g an

d com
m

un
icatin

g its m
ean

in
g 

to th
e com

m
un

ity. T
h

e m
an

agem
en

t of such
 delicate com

m
un

ication
 policies represen

ts 

an
 in

n
ovative ch

allen
ge, n

ot on
ly for safeguardin

g structures an
d m

em
ory of th

e past, 

but also for redefi
n

in
g th

e sign
ifi

can
ce of arch

itectures at th
e cen

tre of in
terpretative an

d 

sem
an

tic con
fl

icts. In
deed, it is th

is in
terpretative con

fl
ict th

at poses a n
ew

 risk to h
eritage 

preservation
, requirin

g urgen
t atten

tion
 from

 scien
tifi

c research
 to defi

n
e tactics th

at can
 

coun
teract propagan

distic com
m

un
ication

 an
d defuse em

ergin
g ten

sion
s surroun

din
g 

th
e value of h

eritage. T
h

e Co.Co.W
ar project h

as so far explored th
e developm

en
t an

d 

im
plem

en
tation

 of value-orien
ted strategies capable of reversin

g th
e processes th

at h
ave 

attributed n
egative value to cultural h

eritage, com
prom

isin
g its con

servation
 th

rough
 

distorted com
m

un
ication

. T
h

e research
 aim

s to w
ork precisely on

 th
e ch

aracteristics 

th
at m

an
ipulative com

m
un

ication
 h

as exploited by retracin
g a kin

d of reverse trajectory 

th
at ultim

ately tran
sform

s th
ese sites in

to platform
s for dialogue, prom

otin
g diversity 

an
d m

ultiplyin
g th

e ben
efi

ts from
 h

eritage to territory in
 a system

ic approach
 th

at 

in
volves culture, society, econ

om
y, an

d en
viron

m
en

t (E
uropa N

ostra 2015). T
h

e idea is to 

tran
sm

it th
e h

istory of th
ese h

eritages in
 a w

ay th
at con

siders th
eir tan

gible (m
aterial) 

an
d in

tan
gible (m

ean
in

g-based) stratifi
cation

s, th
ereby h

igh
ligh

tin
g th

eir com
plexity 

(A
rch

itects’ Coun
cil of E

urope et al. 2018).

U
n

derstan
din

g as a k
ey tool for future action

s

T
o ach

ieve eff
ectiven

ess in
 th

e fi
eld of disson

an
t h

eritage, it is n
ecessary to study th

e 

state of th
e art, in

vestigate restoration
 th

eory an
d th

e related cultural debate, an
d in

volve 

experts an
d stakeh

olders in
 establish

in
g dialogue w

ith
 local com

m
un

ities, laun
ch

in
g 

participatory projects to explore com
m

un
ity perception

s of such
 h

eritage. Co.Co.W
ar is 

rooted in
 an

 eviden
ce-based m

eth
od th

at seeks to brin
g closer togeth

er th
e tw

o action
s 

of “assessm
en

t” an
d “un

derstan
din

g”: startin
g from

 a deep kn
ow

ledge of th
e state of 

th
e art, am

on
g th

e case studies an
alysed in

 th
e m

atrix, th
ree w

ere selected usin
g a scaled 

approach
 th

at con
sidered both

 th
e types of h

eritage assets un
der in

vestigation
 an

d th
eir 

location
 (n

ation
al, E

uropean
, an

d extra-E
uropean

), takin
g in

to accoun
t diff

eren
t origin

s of 

disson
an

ce. T
h

e form
er H

ouse of th
e Fascist Party (Italy), th

e Partisan
 Cem

etery in
 M

ostar 

(B
osn

ia an
d H

erzegovin
a) an

d th
e A

rm
en

ian
 h

eritage across th
e borders w

ere at th
e cen

tre 

of th
e E

xperim
en

tal Labs con
ducted betw

een
 M

ay an
d July 2025, n

urturin
g th

e research
 

fi
n

din
gs w

ith
 feedback from

 real w
orld con

texts. 

T
he Italian experim

ental lab, held at the form
er H

ouse of the Fascist Party in Predappio 

from
 9 to 15 June 2025, w

as coordinated by the research unit of the U
niversità Politecnica 

delle M
arche, w

ith support from
 the U

niversity of B
ologna and Politecnico di T

orino. T
he 

initiative aim
ed to critically engage w

ith the Fascist legacy by operating w
ithin a site of 

profound sym
bolic significance –

 Predappio, the birthplace of B
enito M

ussolini –
 w

here 

Fascist propaganda once m
aterialised the m

yth of the D
ux through urban and architectural 

regim
e-associated ration

alist h
eritage, con

cen
tration

 

cam
ps, in

ten
tion

al m
on

um
en

ts, tan
gible m

arkers 

of a divisive past, w
h

ich
 societies m

ay seek to erase 

th
rough

 ren
ew

ed m
ech

an
ism

s of dam
natio m

em
oriae 

an
d icon

oclasm
. T

h
e com

m
un

ication
 of th

e values of 

D
isson

an
t H

eritage is crucial to its preservation
, as 

dem
on

strated by cases such
 as A

T
R

IU
M

 A
ssociation

 

an
d Cultural R

oute –
 A

rchitecture of Totalitarian 

R
egim

es of the 20th Century in European U
rban M

em
ories 

–
 (B

attilan
i et al. 2024; Leech

 2018), a ren
ow

n
ed 

in
tern

ation
al n

etw
ork of sites th

at h
as provided a 

turn
in

g poin
t in

 th
e recogn

ition
 an

d m
an

agem
en

t 

of th
e arch

itectural legacy related to un
dem

ocratic 

regim
es. Sim

ilarly, th
e role of arch

itecture in
 

processes of m
isin

terpretation
 can

 con
tribute to th

e 

search
 for sh

ared truth
s, as sh

ow
n

 by th
e w

ork of th
e 

research
 cen

tre Foren
sic A

rch
itecture (U

n
iversity of 

Lon
don

).

C
on

servation
 Strategies 

T
h

e project outlin
es a m

eth
od for th

eorisin
g an

d 

operation
alisin

g th
e con

servation
 of m

on
um

en
ts 

th
at, in

 our con
tem

porary con
text, h

ave becom
e 

divisive, w
h

ere th
e “dark side of h

istories” 

h
igh

ligh
ts prim

arily disvalues w
ith

in
 th

e system
 

of m
ean

in
gs attributed to th

e h
eritage. Iden

tifyin
g 

con
servation

 strategies for un
com

fortable h
eritage 

(disson
an

t, diffi
cult, con

tested, tabooed, etc.) is 

essen
tial to en

sure th
at in

 th
e future, un

der a 

diff
eren

t cultural clim
ate –

 based on
 a ren

ew
ed 

K
unstw

ollen (R
iegl 19

03) –
 such

 in
h

eritan
ce can

 

still be n
arrated, an

alysed, an
d re-sign

ifi
ed w

ith
 

updated tools. T
h

e tran
sm

ission
 of h

eritage to th
e 

future rem
ain

s th
e prim

ary objective of restoration
, 

groun
ded in

 a m
eth

od th
at, by revealin

g all 

m
aterial an

d m
em

orial layers, en
ables cultural 

aw
aren

ess an
d critical oversigh

t th
rough

out th
e 

in
terven

tion
 process. If th

e role of arch
itectural 

con
servation

 as a disciplin
e h

as been
 to un

veil 

m
ean

in
gs, stratifi

cation
s, an

d h
igh

ligh
t th

e pow
er 

of in
terpretation

 for th
e purposes of valorisation

, 

protection
, an

d preservation
, th

en
 th

e sam
e critical 
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form
s, and w

here latent tensions betw
een cancel culture and polarised 

narratives persist. T
he lab w

as an intensive inter-university w
orkshop 

involving m
aster’s students from

 the three universities, highlighting 

that dealing w
ith dissonant heritage requires not only conservation, 

but also ethical and educational challenges. T
he event w

as held on the 

centenary of Predappio’s foundation (1925-2025), in collaboration w
ith

 

the M
unicipality of Predappio, the A

T
R

IU
M

 Cultural R
oute, and SER

IN
A

R
 

–
 the com

pany currently m
anaging the R

occa delle Cam
inate, a m

edieval 

fortress transform
ed in the 1920s into D

ux’s castle through a restoration
 

that itself served as an instrum
ent of propaganda. A

lthough the lab focused 

on the H
ouse of the Fascist Party, its scope extended to the tow

n’s w
ider 

urban context, conceptualised as M
ussolini’s ‘urban biography’. D

esigned 

by the architect A
rnaldo Fuzzi, the H

ouse is a paradigm
atic exam

ple of 

Fascist ideology and a m
anifesto of tw

entieth-century architecture in Italy 

[Fig. 1]. Its dissonance em
erged after the Second W

orld W
ar w

ith the fall of 

Fascism
 and the discrediting of its sym

bols: after its decom
m

issioning, it 

suffered decades of neglect, w
hich exacerbated its fragile condition. Since 

2011, a process of heritage recognition and enhancem
ent has been shaped 

by negotiations over the building’s difficult past and potential reuse. T
he 

w
orkshop aim

ed to contribute to this process of re-signification, fostering 

the transform
ation of the site from

 a neglected or divisive place into one 

of m
ediation and critical reflection. A

dopting a design-thinking approach
 

and guided by the teaching team
, students investigated this pilot case 

through fieldw
ork, lectures, and focus groups, in dialogue w

ith architects 

from
 Studio Valle in R

om
e, responsible for the structural project and 

a prelim
inary reuse proposal that includes a m

useum
 section. T

he key 

task w
as to focus on the m

useum
 concept and exhibition design through

 

a sensitive inquiry into how
 architecture, as physical space, can evoke 

em
otions, m

em
ories m

eanings, w
hile em

phasising the role of artistic 

reflection in the culture of rem
em

brance. T
he results w

ere presented in
 

a public forum
 attended by local authorities, experts, and com

m
unity 

m
em

bers, fostering an open discussion on the building’s future w
ithin

 

the broader European contem
porary discourse on the legacy of totalitarian

 

regim
es.

B
etw

een 12 and 14 June 2025, an experim
ental lab w

as conducted 

in M
ostar by the research unit of the Politecnico di T

orino, in close 

collaboration w
ith the N

ansen D
ialogue Center (N

D
C). Conceived as an

 

operative and reflective platform
, the lab explored innovative m

ethods for 

analysing and representing perceptions of dissonant heritage, focusing 

on the Partisan M
em

orial Cem
etery [Fig. 2]. Com

bining fieldw
ork, 

interview
s, and visual experim

entation, it sought to investigate how
 local 

stakeholders –
 experts, institutional representatives, and young citizens 

–
 perceive, interpret, and em

otionally engage w
ith this com

plex cultural 

site, and how
 these perceptions intertw

ine w
ith the social and political 

transform
ations that have m

arked M
ostar since the end of the Second 

W
orld W

ar. T
he Partisan M

em
orial Cem

etery –
 locally know

n as Partiza 

–
 is a paradigm

atic exam
ple of dissonant heritage. Com

m
issioned by the 

Yugoslav governm
ent and designed by the architect B

ogdan B
ogdanović 

in the 1960s, it w
as conceived as a m

onum
ental tribute to the anti-

fascist resistance and the ideals of brotherhood and unity am
ong the 

peoples of Yugoslavia. D
uring the socialist period, it w

as one of the m
ost 

significant civic and com
m

em
orative spaces of the city, em

bodying the 

state’s official narrative of collective heroism
 and national cohesion. T

he 

B
osnian W

ar in the 1990s radically altered its m
eaning, and it becam

e a 

sym
bol of division: the m

onum
ent suffered dam

age and neglect, becam
e 

the target of repeated vandalism
, and progressively lost its civic function. 

T
oday, it rem

ains a pow
erful but am

bivalent site, oscillating betw
een

 

abandonm
ent and attem

pts at sym
bolic reappropriation. T

he M
ostar 

lab focused on perception through a dual m
ethodological approach, 

integrating verbal and visual testim
onies. O

n one hand, the research team
 

conducted sem
i-structured interview

s w
ith selected experts –

 professors, 

researchers, architects, and directors of governm
ent institutions –

 to 

capture professional and personal interpretations of the cem
etery’s 

2. Experim
ental lab at the Partisan 

M
em

orial Cem
etery (M

ostar, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina).
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Co.Co.W
ar Official W

eb Site: https://cocowar.com
/ 

history, transform
ation, present condition, and future reactivations. 

O
n the other hand, w

ith the support of N
D

C, a diverse group of young 

adults from
 M

ostar participated in field and desk activities, encouraging 

them
 to express their perceptions through creative and visual tools. 

T
his integration of different m

ethodological perspectives allow
ed for a 

com
prehensive understanding of perception as a cognitive, em

otional, and 

representational process. Expert accounts highlighted divergent narratives 

regarding the cem
etery’s legitim

acy and sym
bolism

, w
hile participatory 

outputs revealed intim
ate, sensorial engagem

ent. T
he com

bined m
aterials 

enabled the team
 to trace a com

plex cartography of perceptions –
 from

 

estrangem
ent to em

pathy, and from
 indifference to renew

ed curiosity 

–
 reflecting the m

ultiplicity of w
ays the local com

m
unity relates to this 

contested site. T
hus, the lab encourages reflection on the epistem

ological 

role of perception in the conservation and com
m

unication of dissonant 

heritage, proposing a m
odel of understanding that links m

em
ory, em

otion, 

and representation in the collective construction of m
eaning around sites 

m
arked by conflict and ideological transform

ation.

T
he experim

ental lab led by the research unit of the U
niversity of 

B
ologna in A

rm
enia w

as part of the “R
estoring the past –

 shaping the 

future” sum
m

er cam
p organised by the Center for the Study, Preservation

 

and Enhancem
ent of A

rm
enian Cultural H

eritage (SIR
EH

) in collaboration
 

w
ith the N

ational U
niversity of A

rchitecture and Construction of A
rm

enia 

(N
U

A
CA

), Yerevan State U
niversity and the A

cadem
y of Fine A

rts (T
B

C). 

From
 2 to 9 July 2025, a series of activities and 

experiences w
ere carried out w

ith students and experts 

from
 different fields to have a m

ulti-perspective 

and m
ulti-disciplinary view

 of the architectural and 

artistic heritage of the country [Fig. 3]. T
he aim

 w
as 

to understand heritagisation processes, especially 

in contested or forgotten areas. W
ith a focus on

 

the existing interactions betw
een m

onum
ents, the 

landscape, and local com
m

unities, the experim
ental lab 

explored strategies for transm
itting cultural heritage to 

new
 generations. T

o better fram
e and understand the 

im
portance of conserving artw

orks, it w
as necessary 

to have students w
ork on recognising the values and 

disvalues of forgotten A
rm

enian architecture, also 

including the intangible qualities that contribute to 

shaping the perception of the place. A
nalysis activities 

and w
ork on the identity of places w

ere crucial in
 

laying solid foundations for hypothetical enhancem
ent 

projects that the students of A
rchitecture, Fine A

rts 

and A
nthropology w

ere called to carry out by w
orking 

together. M
oreover, to gain a deeper understanding of 

the real needs of the actors w
orking in these contexts, 

the team
 attended the “H

eritage O
rganizations A

gora” 

organised by SIR
EH

 in July, conducting interview
s 

w
ith local associations, N

G
O

s and institutions w
orking 

in the fields of cultural heritage, discerning its role 

characterised by ongoing conflicts and tensions.

D
raw

ing on hands-on experience in experim
ental 

labs and extensive m
apping of dissonances in heritage 

across Europe and beyond, Co.Co.W
ar seeks to rethink 

approaches to the past,     and engage w
ith the diversity 

of cultures, nations, com
m

unities, classes, genders, 

and generations, w
hile addressing the challenges of 

digital transition and supporting heritage com
m

unities. 

In this context, it em
phasises the crucial role of culture 

and heritage in overcom
ing sym

bolic violence and 

fostering understanding of the ‘O
ther’.

3. Experim
ental lab on forgotten 

Arm
enian architectures.
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D
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os de leyes y 
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m

em
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Jesús A
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[Catarata, 2019
]

P
ast an

d pow
er. 

P
ublic P
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V
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A
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M
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ifesto.  
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O

M
, 2021]
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U

R
O

M
, 2024]
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C
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