
In recent decades, educational inequalities have emerged as a central 
issue in scientific and political debate. Educational systems are now 
expected to do more than guarantee access to education; they must 
also promote equity in educational outcomes and learning opportuni-
ties. Factors such as gender, social background, migrant status, and 
economic conditions have a significant impact on educational path-
ways, creating cumulative advantages and disadvantages throughout 
students’ lives.
This volume is situated within this analytical framework, bringing to-
gether six papers presented at the ninth edition of the INVALSI Sem-
inar “Data from and for educational systems: tools for research and 
teaching”, which was held in Rome from 17 to 19 October 2024. 
Taken together, the contributions provide a detailed, multi-level pic-
ture of educational inequalities in Italy. They show that the observed 
gaps do not result from isolated individual factors, but emerge from 
the interplay between social contexts, institutional frameworks, public 
policies, and educational practices. Understanding these mechanisms 
is essential for constructing a more equitable and inclusive education 
system that can realise the potential of all students in an increasingly 
diverse society.

Patrizia Falzetti, Technologist Director, is the Head of the INVALSI 
Area of the Evaluation Research, of the SISTAN Statistical Office and of 
the INVALSI Statistical Service which manages data acquisition, analysis 
and return about both national and international surveys on learning 
(OECD and IEA). She coordinates and manages the process about return-
ing data and statistical analysis to every school and to the Ministry of 
Education and Merit.
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