


 edited by 
Nicolò Marchetti 

AlmA mAter Studiorum - univerSità di BolognA 

dipArtimento di StoriA Culture Civiltà

Karkemish 

of the Hittites on the Euphrates

New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ankara, Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, February 2nd to March 26th, 2026



OrientLab
Research on the archaeology of the ancient Near East
Series editor: Nicolò Marchetti

www.orientlab.net/pubs

Editorial staff: Vittoria Cardini, Claudia D’Orazio

Text and images are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution CC 
BY-NC-SA 4.0 of the Authors and Ante Quem S.r.l., if not credited otherwise

All images, if not credited otherwise, refer to monuments and material from the site of Karkemish and are the copyleft 
of the Turco-Italian Archaeological Expedition at Karkemish.

Published by Ante Quem S.r.l. and the Department of History and Cultures – University of Bologna
Via Senzanome 10, 40123 Bologna – tel. and fax +39 051 4211109
www.antequem.it

Printed in January 2026

ISBN: 978-88-7849-212-7 (paperback) 
ISBN: 978-88-7849-213-4 (online) 
doi: 10.12878/orientlab3



FOUNDING UNIVERSITIES

Istanbul University
Faculty of Letters - Department   of Ancient Languages 
and  Cultures

Gaziantep University
Faculty of Architecture

FINANCIAL SPONSORS

Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna
Department of History and Cultures

Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Directorate General for Cultural Heritage and
    Museums

Gaziantep Archaeological Museum Directorate

PARTNERSHIPS

Istanbul Archaeological Museums Directorate

SANKO Holding

Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Directorate

Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna

Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality



Table of conTenTs

Forewords 7

Visual communication at Karkemish between the Imperial and Late Hittite periods
nicolò MarcheTTi 14

Anatolian hieroglyphic writing at Karkemish
hasan Peker 24

The Late Bronze II and Iron I-II layers at Karkemish
ViTToria cardini, claudia d’orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, sara PizziMenTi, rosa riVolTella 28

The Hittite Empire period sealing archive from Karkemish: a web of officials and economic tasks
GiacoMo benaTi, claudia d’orazio, nicolò MarcheTTi, hasan Peker 40

A unique Late Hittite monumental cuneiform inscription from Karkemish
Gianni Marchesi 44

The Karkemish archaeological landscape between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods
Gabriele Giacosa, Medya KaraKaya, Merve Özyiğit, beyazit sÖyleMez, ibrahiM ÜnGÖr 46

The bioarchaeology of Karkemish between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods
MÜGe erGun, elena Maini, eleonora serrone, rula shafiq, alexander Weide 50

The museum collections from Karkemish in Türkiye
uMuT alaGöz, rahMİ asal, ÖzGÜr ÇoMaK, raMazan eKer, yusuf KİraÇ, Mustafa Metİn 54

The new arrangement of the Karkemish sculptures in the central hall of the Museum 
of Anatolian Civilizations
uMuT alaGöz, nicolò MarcheTTi, MusTafa MeTin 58

The digital repository for the Late Bronze II sealing archive and the 3D model of Late Hittite Karkemish
JacoPo MonasTero 60



caTaloGue
Nos. 1-57 66

biblioGraPhy 188



64



CATALOGUE

Photos and drawings are reproduced at the scale indicated at the bottom of the page, where present, with the exception 
of details marked with * and of the 3D models. The museum where the piece is kept is indicated in parentheses after its 
inventory number.

Authors’ initials:
BB Barbara Bolognani
CDO Claudia D’Orazio
GG Gabriele Giacosa
GM Gianni Marchesi
HP Hasan Peker
LB Lorenzo Bellaviti
MM Mustafa Metin
MYM Mehmet Yiğit Meydan
NM Nicolò Marchetti
SB Sara Bottino
UA Umut Alagöz



154

*



155

Cat.Dog figurine

Excavation no. KH.12.O.142 (Gaziantep)

Material: Bronze

Dimensions: h. 8; w. 11.8; th. 2.9 cm

Context: Lower Palace, area B, “Hilani” temple, fill F.809 

Date: Late Bronze II or Iron II (14th-13th or 9th-8th centuries BCE)

43

Near the stone threshold (L.828) that led to a staircase to the roof of the temple in 

area B (mistakenly called “Hilani” by the British excavators in 1914), on a floor 

covered by a fill (F.809) containing Iron II pottery, there was a bronze statuette of 

a quadruped, most likely in a secondary position. The figurine appears to depict 

a dog with a collar around its neck, with claws also visible on its front paws. 

Although the short, curved tail could also suggest a lion, the collar supports an 

identification for it as a domestic animal rather than a wild one. A tenon under 

each pair of joined paws was intended to be inserted into a lost base. Although it 

was initially dated to Iron II, it is also possible that it dates back to Late Bronze 

II on the basis of its resemblance with three bronze canid figurines, probably 

with a votive function, from Middle Assyrian levels at Tell Rimah (Mallowan 

1986: 149-151, pl. 28). If the later dating is confirmed (Marchetti 2014b), it 

seems that it rather had an apotropaic function, without specific references 

to a divine figure, while, if it dates back to Late Bronze II (as it seems more 

likely), then it would retain a votive character and a connection with the goddess 

Nikarawa/Gula (see Marchetti 2024a), the possible titulary deity of the temple.

NM

Marchetti 2014b: 315-317, fig. 4, pls. XXX-XXXI; 2024a (note that the correct 

inventory number is KH.12.O.142, and not KH.12.O.464)
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