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ABSTRACT

Coastal lagoons are complex ecosystems characterized by the
interaction of several actors, that can have a significant im-
pact on them. The SMARTLAGOON project has the primary
aim of integrating novel artificial intelligence-based tech-
nologies with an efficient Internet of Things (IoT) sensing
infrastructure in the Mar Menor coastal lagoon. This paper
presents an approach to predict some variables (chlorophyll
and turbidity) usually sensed by the smart bouy in future
instants of time. Results show that machine learning algo-
rithms can accurately predict them.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Coastal lagoons are highly productive ecosystems with a
number of different uses and services. Making up 13% of
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the world’s coastline and approximately 5.3% of Europe [19],
they are exploited for fishing, aquaculture, saltworks, and
recreational activities, and play a crucial role in retaining
and purifying pollutants, which is essential for the ecology
of coastal areas [13]. Being affected by hydrological, hydro-
dynamic, ecological, and socioeconomic processes [6], these
highly complex systems are particularly susceptible to both
climate-related and human-induced pressures [1].

The Mar Menor coastal lagoon, situated in southeastern
Spain, is the largest saltwater lagoon in Europe and is lo-
cated in a region characterized by aridity and water scarcity
[7]. The basin that drains into the Mar Menor experiences
extensive land irrigation through water diversion from the
near Tagus River, as well as excessive use of aquifers during
drought periods [20]. Additionally, the Mar Menor attracts a
significant population around it, as it relies on fishing and
agriculture, as well as tourism during the summer season,
as key economic activities [4, 9]. The rapid economic, social,
and urban changes over the past several decades, along with
historical mining impacts, have had numerous adverse ef-
fects on the ecological status of the Mar Menor, raising the
need for urgent protective measures [10].

In this context, the SMARTLAGOON project, funded in
a H2020 call, was developed with the primary aim of inte-
grating novel artificial intelligence-based technologies with
an efficient Internet of Things (IoT) sensing infrastructure.
These technologies would gather input data for innovative
socio-environmental dynamic models, enabling the forecast-
ing of both short and long-term changes in the lagoon’s con-
ditions. This information would then provide added value
for management decisions aimed at safeguarding the ecosys-
tem and services offered by the Mar Menor lagoon [2]. Not
only that but the acquired knowledge can be applied to the
realization of similar systems that help lagoon ecosystems
all around the world.

In this paper, we describe our approach to predict chloro-
phyll and turbidity using the data collected by the smart bouy,
taking advantage of machine learning algorithms. Being able
to predict future values of the sensed variables, would allow
to turn off the smart bouy at regular time intervals, reducing
its operating time to better manage the battery consumption.
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Several machine learning algorithms have been evaluated in
the experiments.

The remainder of the paper is structured as follows. Sec-
tion 2 details the dataset and the methodology that drove
this study. Section 3 presents the accuracy of the machine
learning algorithms. Finally, Section 4 concludes the paper,
highlighting some final remarks and future works.

2 METHODS

This Section details the dataset used, the followed methodol-
ogy, and the machine learning algorithms employed in the
experiments.

2.1 Dataset Description

The dataset is collected using the smart bouy deploying
within the Smart Lagoon project.

With the only exception of chlorophyll (Mean_Chl_ugl)
and turbidity (Mean_Turb_NTU), which are available hourly,
the other variables are sensed every five minutes. Gener-
ally, they are then aggregated computing the average values.
For some of them, it is available also the standard devia-
tion or the maximum value. The sensed variables are the air
temperature (Air_Temp_HS_Avg), the relative humidity (Rel-
Humidity_Avg), the steam pressure (Vapor_Pressure_Avg),
the wind speed (WS_ms_Avg, WS_ms_Std, WS_ms_Max,
and WS_ms_TMx), the wind power (WS3_Avg), water tem-
perature measured by a thermistor at different depths (0.5m -

ThermTemp1_Avg, 1.5m, 2m, 2.5m, 4m, and 5m ThermTemp6_Avg),

water temperature measured by oximeter at different depths
(Im - Wtemp_C1_Avg, 3m, and 6.5m - Wtemp_C3_Avg),
water temperature measured by conductimeter at different
depths (1m - SDI_Temp_1m, 3m, 6.5m - SDI_Temp_6m), oxy-
gen saturation at different depths (1m - O2_satl_Avg, 3m,
and 6.5m - O2_sat3_Avg), oxygen concentration at different
depths (1m - O2_concl_Avg, 3m, and 6.5m - O2_conc3_Avg),
conductivity at different depths (1m -SDI_Cond_1m, 3m, and
6.5m - SDI_Cond_6m), and conductivity corrected with the
temperature at 25° (1m - SDI_TempCorrCond_1m, 3m, and
6m - SDI_TempCorrCond_6m). The overall dataset is com-
posed of 4,653 rows, recorded from the 28th of August 2022
to the 10th of April 2023.

2.2 Methodology

The pre-processing activities simply consisted in the detec-
tion of missing values and outliers. Some variables, contain-
ing many missing values, were dropped.

Initially, data analysis has been carried out to understand
possible correlations between the sensed variables. This ac-
tivity is particularly relevant in this context, given that the
same variables (e.g., water temperature, oxygen saturation,
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and conductivity) are surveyed at different depths. The re-
sults of such an activity are described in the next Section.

Once the correlated variables are dropped to avoid weight-
ing them more than once, the dataset for training activities
has been prepared. The objective of this study is to be able
to predict future values of chlorophyll and turbidity with
the aim of reducing the amount of time that sensors have
to work. Hence, they are treated as the target variables. The
training examples are created using the values sensed at a
given time ¢, which are used as the input data, the values of
chlorophyll and turbidity at a given time ¢ + offset, that are
used as the output data. The higher the value of the offset
is, the higher the energy saving is. The number of samples
available for training is equal to 4,653 - offset.

Once the dataset has been defined, it was divided into

two different parts. The former one, used for the training
phase, is composed of the 80% of samples while the latter
one for the testing phase, is composed of the remaining 20%
of subjects. No validation set has been defined since the k-
fold cross-validation is used [5, 12]. Such a technique is used
to reduce the bias derived from random sampling and to
better tune the hyper-parameter of the various algorithms.
The number of folds used in the experiments was set to ten,
which is a commonly used value in the scientific literature.
At each iteration of the cross-validation, data are scaled,
subtracting the average value and dividing by the standard
deviation. Finally, once the most promising algorithms have
been identified, they are used to evaluate the test set.
With regard to the evaluation metrics used to assess the
performance of the different algorithms, two metrics were
selected and used: Mean Absolute Error (MAE) and Pear-
son Correlation Coefficient (PCC). The two metrics serve
different purposes. The MAE, that is the average deviation
between the real chlorophyll and turbidity values and the
predicted ones, is used to measure the accuracy of the pre-
dictions. Instead, the PCC is used to understand if the algo-
rithms really learned something. In fact, a naive regressor
that always returns the mean value could be able to achieve
good MAE scores. Hence, since the PCC quantifies the de-
gree of the linear association between real and predicted
chlorophyll and turbidity values, is able to highlight such a
situation, since its value would be low in this case.

2.3 Machine Learning Algorithms

Since chlorophyll and turbidity are continuous values, the
problem was modeled as a regression one. Several algorithms
were evaluated to determine which one is best suited for this
case study.

In order to have a baseline comparison, Linear Regression
(LR) [22] and other variations such as Lasso [18] and Elastic
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Figure 1: Correlation Analysis

Net (EN) Regression [23] were first evaluated. Then, also K-
Nearest Neighbor (KNN) [8], Support Vector Machine (SVM)
[14], and Multi-Layer Perceptron (MLP) [16] were analyzed.
Finally, Classification And Regression Tree (CART) [3] and
other ensemble algorithms, including Ada Boosting with
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decision trees (AB) [17], Gradient Boosting (GB) [11], Ran-
dom Forest (RF) [15], and Extra Tree (ET) [21] were taken in
consideration.

In the experiments, the implementation of the algorithms
available in the Scikit-learn library was employed. Each algo-
rithm has been used with its default parameters with the only
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exception of the random state, which was set to guarantee
the reproducibility of the obtained results.

3 RESULTS

This Section presents the output of the analysis of the vari-
ables in the dataset and the accuracy of the algorithms in
predicting chlorophyll and turbidity.

3.1 Data Analysis

To evaluate the correlation between the variables present in
the dataset, the Pearson correlation was employed. The cor-
relation matrix is shown in Figure 1. The colors of the matrix
range from black, which indicates a negative correlation (-1)
to yellow, which indicates a positive correlation (+1), passing
from purple, which indicates an absence of correlation (0).

As shown, several variables are highly correlated (with
the PCC higher than 0.9). Such correlations are important
not only to understand which variables have to be dropped
but also to highlight which sensors could not be included
in further versions of the smart bouy since their sensed
variables can be obtained using a simple correlation. The
highly correlated variables are (in bold there is the variable
that was kept for the training activities):

e The average wind speed (WS_ms_Avg) and the maxi-
mum wind speed (WS_ms_Max).

o All the water temperature measured by a thermistor
at different depths (ThermTemp1_Avg,
ThermTemp2_Avg, ThermTemp3_Avg,
ThermTemp4_Avg, ThermTemp5_Avg), the water tem-

perature measured by oximeter at Im (WTemp_C1_Avg),

water temperature measured by conductimeter at dif-
ferent depths (SDI_Temp_1m,
SDI_Temp_3m, and SDI_Temp_6m).

e The oxygen concentration at 1m (02_conc1_Avg) and
the oxygen saturation at 1m (O2_sat1_Avg).

It is also interesting to notice that some variables measured
at different depths are not correlated, such as the oxygen
concentration, the oxygen saturation, conductivity, and con-
ductivity corrected with the temperature at 25°.

3.2 Chlorophyll Prediction

First, we investigate the prediction of chlorophyll using the
other variables sensed by the smart bouy, employing all the
algorithms described in the previous Section. The results
obtained during the cross-validation are depicted in Figure
2. As shown, LR works significantly better than LASSO and
EN and has slightly worse performance than AB. Anyway, it
has performance comparable with the ones obtained by the
other algorithms. The best performance is achieved by ET
and GB with an MAE equal to 0.11 while the other algorithms
obtained an MAE in the range of 0.12 to 0.18. About the PCC
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scores, all the algorithms highlighted strong correlations
with values in the range 0f 0.79 - 0.98, with the only exception
of LASSO, which achieved a PCC of 0.53.

Once identified the most performing algorithms, we eval-
uated their performance on the test sets, without a further
tuning phase. Results are reported in Table 1. As shown, in
both cases, the algorithms achieved MAE scores similar to
the ones obtained during the cross-validation, which high-
lights the ability of such algorithms to successfully predict
the chlorophyll.

Table 1: Results of ET and GB during the cross-
validation and on the test set for the prediction of
chlorophyll.

Algorithm Cross-validation Test Set
MAE PCCC | MAE | PCCC
ET 0,11 £ 0,01 0,98 0.126 0.883
GB 0,11 £ 0,01 0,98 0.130 | 0.880

3.3 Turbidity Prediction

Finally, we investigate the prediction of turbidity, with the
same approach used for the chlorophyll prediction. The re-
sults obtained during the cross-validation are depicted in
Figure 3. Also, in this case, LR, LASSO, EM, and AB have
the worst performance while ET and GB, together with RF,
got the best ones, with the MAE of 0.06 (ET) and 0.07 (GB
and RF). With regard to the PCC scores, all the algorithms
highlighted strong correlations with values in the range of
0.84 - 0.93, except for the ones with lower performance.

Also for the prediction of turbidity, the most performing
algorithms have been evaluated on the test sets, always with-
out a further tuning phase. Table 2 reports the results. Also
in this case, even on the test set the three algorithms have
similar performance with respect to the one obtained dur-
ing the cross-validation, thus indicating the possibility of
predicting future values of turbidity.

Table 2: Results of RF, GB, and ET during the cross-
validation and on the test set for the prediction of tur-
bidity.

Algorithm Cross-validation Test Set
MAE PCCC | MAE | PCCC
RF 0,07 £ 0,01 0,92 0.078 | 0.728
GB 0,07 £ 0,01 0,92 0.08 0.726
ET 0,06 £ 0,01 0,93 0.079 | 0.726
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Algorithms Comparison for Chlorophyll Prediction
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Figure 2: Comparison among algorithms performances for the chlorophyll prediction

Algorithms Comparison for Turbidity Prediction
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Figure 3: Comparison among algorithms performances for the turbidity prediction
4 CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORKS the smart bouy. The results indicate that machine learning

algorithms can be effectively used to predict the variable of

This paper presents some experiments about the prediction
interest. This could allow us to avoid continuously sensing

of some variables (i.e., chlorophyll and turbidity) sensed by
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all the variables, saving energy, which is a crucial aspect in
IoT projects.

There are plenty of future works. First, a tuning phase of
the hyper-parameters could be carried out to try to improve
the presented results. Then, higher values of the offset could
be tested to evaluate if it is possible to predict values more
distant in time. Finally, a study on the prediction of all the
sensed variables could be carried out. This would allow us to
completely turn off the smart bouy in some fixed intervals
between the different measurements.
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