ALmA MATER STUDIORUM - UNIVERSITA DI BOLOGNA
DipARTIMENTO DI STORIA CuLTURE CIVILTA

Karkemish

of the Hittites on the Euphrates
New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ante edited by
Quem Nicold Marchetti



ALma MATER STUDIORUM - UNIVERSITA DI BOLOGNA
DipARTIMENTO DI STORIA CULTURE CIVILTA

Karkemish
of the Hittites on the Euphrates

New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ankara, Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, February 2nd to March 26th, 2026

edited by
Nicold Marchetti



OrientLab
Research on the archaeology of the ancient Near East
Series editor: Nicold Marchetti

www.orientlab.net/pubs

Editorial staff: Vittoria Cardini, Claudia D’Orazio

Text and images are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution CC
BY-NC-SA 4.0 of the Authors and Ante Quem S.r.l., if not credited otherwise

All images, if not credited otherwise, refer to monuments and material from the site of Karkemish and are the copyleft
of the Turco-Italian Archaeological Expedition at Karkemish.

Published by Ante Quem S.r.I. and the Department of History and Cultures — University of Bologna
Via Senzanome 10, 40123 Bologna — tel. and fax +39 051 4211109

Www.antequem.it

Printed in January 2026

ISBN: 978-88-7849-212-7 (paperback)
ISBN: 978-88-7849-213-4 (online)
doi: 10.12878/orientlab3



FOUNDING UNIVERSITIES PARTNERSHIPS

Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Department of History and Cultures DlrﬁﬁtS%rSI%eSGeneral for Cultural Heritage and

Istanbul University
Faculty of Letters - Department of Ancient Languages

and Cultures

Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Directorate

Gaziantep University

Faculty of Architecture Istanbul Archaeological Museums Directorate

FINANCIAL SPONSORS Gaziantep Archaeological Museum Directorate

Alma Mater Studiorum - University of Bologna

GAZIANTED Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality

SANKO Holding



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOTOWOIAS e 7
Visual communication at Karkemish between the Imperial and Late Hittite periods

INICOLO IMLARCHETTI ... 14
Anatolian hieroglyphic writing at Karkemish

HASAN PEKER e 24
The Late Bronze II and Iron I-II layers at Karkemish

VITTORIA CARDINI, CLAUDIA D’ORAZI0, GABRIELE GIACOSA, SARA P1zZIMENTI, ROSA RIVOLTELLA.............. 28
The Hittite Empire period sealing archive from Karkemish: a web of officials and economic tasks
Giacomo BEeNaTI, CLAUDIA D’ORrAzIO, NICOLO MARCHETTI, HASAN PEKER . oo 40
A unique Late Hittite monumental cuneiform inscription from Karkemish

GIANNI IMIARCHESL ..o 44
The Karkemish archaeological landscape between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods

GABRIELE G1acosA, MEDYA KARAKAYA, MERVE OzY1GIT, BEYAZIT SOYLEMEZ, IBRAHIM UNGOR. . 46
The bioarchaeology of Karkemish between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods

MUGE ErRGUN, ELENA MAINI, ELEONORA SERRONE, RULA SHAFIQ, ALEXANDER WEIDE. ... ... 50
The museum collections from Karkemish in Tiirkiye

UMUT ALAGOZ, RauMI AsaL, OzGUR Comak, Ramazan EkERr, YUusur KirRa¢, MUSTAFA METIN..................... 54
The new arrangement of the Karkemish sculptures in the central hall of the Museum

of Anatolian Civilizations

UMUT ALAGOZ, NICOLO MARCHETTI, MUSTAFA METIN...........ooocooiioeoeoeoeoeoeeoeseeeeseeeseee e 58

The digital repository for the Late Bronze II sealing archive and the 3D model of Late Hittite Karkemish
JacoPO MONASTERO 60



CATALOGUE



64






146



Pyxis lid

Museum no. 6970 (Istanbul)

Material: Steatite or diorite

Dimensions: 1. 6.92; w. 6.83; th. 1.9 cm

Context: British Museum excavations, acropolis mound, surface find

Date: Iron II, 9th-8th centuries BCE

Fragmentary lid belongs to a round stone pyxis: it was acquired by Woolley,
having been allegedly found on the acropolis mound. It is carved with a hunting
scene on the top and a guilloche on the edge. Stone pyxides were likely used
as containers for spices, oils, cosmetics and other kinds of expensive perishable
substances. These were likely consumed during rituals performed by elite
groups: this interpretation seems to be confirmed by the depiction of pyxides
in banquet scenes on funerary stelae, as the Katumuwa stele from Zincirli, as
well as on the dining table of Ashurbanipal’s “Garden scene” at Nineveh. At
Karkemish, in particular, such rituals may have been performed in the plaza
between the Storm-God temple, the Hilani and the palace compound (where in
fact a pyxis fragment was found in 2014, D’Orazio 2025: 71-72, fig. 2, table 1).

CDO

Woolley 1921: pl. 28.2-2; Winter 1983: 184, pl. XLIX.a; Mazzoni 2001: 294-295,
297; Wicke 2008: 272, no. Kar k.3, pl. 42.g-h; D’Orazio 2022: 89, cat. no. 5, fig. 5
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