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Abstract

In recent years, increasing attention is paid to the role of culture outside urban areas, towards a more balanced territorial
development. There, tangible and intangible heritage is the expression of a local identity to protect and enhance, by
integrating planning processes with cultural, creative and tourism sectors. In this sense, cultural tourism, as a specific
form of consumption, is a desirable development option for less known regions. The UNWTO defines Cultural
Tourism as a “type of tourism activity in which the visitor’s essential motivation is to learn, discover, experience and
consume the tangible and intangible cultural attractions/products in a tourism destination”. However, thetre is no
uniformly accepted definition in this field. Furthermore, climate changes and its effects on territories and communities
pose several challenges to tourism entrepreneurs, heritage managers, and spatial planners, which are asking how
tourism will adapt. This contribution aims to present the several definitions of cultural tourism, collected through a
literature review, and to apply a product approach to categorise it in different types that should be promoted outside
urban areas. Then, a methodology to evaluate the susceptibility of the different types of cultural tourism to climate-
related hazards is proposed. The presented findings are the first activities of a PhD research, aimed at investigating the
relation between climate change and cultural tourism outside urban centre, to plan adaptive strategies for local
development and regeneration.

Keywords: cultural tourism; non-urban areas; climate change

1. Introduction

In the last years, several studies started to discuss about the role of culture in spaces outside urban centres.
In 2019-2020, the European Programme Voices of Culture animated this debate by highlighting how in
Europe, for many years, cultural policymakers have continued to focus their activity on major cities.
However, around 40% of EU population live in non-urban areas (EUROSTAT, 2018).

With the European Union aiming at achieving a more balanced territorial development (EU Ministers, 2020)
increasing attention should be paid to inner rural, mountainous and isolated areas, where culture can create
new opportunities of territorial growth (O’Connell et al., 2020). Considering that one of the drivers of local
economic development is a positive image of a place (OECD, 2015), identifying and valorising own cultural
assets is crucial as economic stimulus and culture is increasingly employed as a regeneration strategy
(Richards, 2021; Egusquiza et al. 2021).

Nevertheless, relevant cultural issues are recognized by the European Commission outside urban centres.
A lack of cultural institutions, creative makers and participants in cultural offers, a misunderstanding of the
different types of non-urban areas and the wide diversity cultural use and non-use-patterns, an under-usage
of urban-suburban-rural cooperation potential in culture, are some examples (O’Connell et al., 2020). In
addition, a shortage of public services in non-urban areas and an uneven availability and distribution of
cultural funding and access to support structures in these territories.

In such a context, the synergy between culture and tourism opens possibilities for the economic
development of places with a wealth of cultural and natural heritage. At the basis, there is the assumption
that cultural heritage is not only a set of goods to be preserved, but rather an attractive element of identity-
building for territories, and a potential resource for tourism (ESPON, 2020). The conjunction of heritage,
culture, tourism and local development is well recognised also by the Agenda 2030 (UN, 2015), Sustainable
Development Goal 8.9, which states that cultural tourism is a tool to improve the life condition of local
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communities: “By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and
promote local culture and products.” Tourism is a challenging option of regeneration, as catalyst of socio-
economic regeneration for places traditionally outside from dominant tourism paths. Especially for minority
territories, with limited economic development possibilities (UNWTO, 20006), providing tourism attractions
transform them in unique destinations. This ensures more than one benefit: economic diversification and
stabilisation, through employment creation in new tourism businesses, trades and crafts; socio-cultural
development, including the re-population of such areas, the maintenance and improvement of public
services, the revitalisation of local customs and cultural identities, and increased opportunities for social
contact and exchange; protection and enhancement of cultural and natural heritage (Sharpley, 2002).

At the same time, tourism is considered a highly climate-sensitive economic sector (Simpson et al., 2008),
and experts in this field suggest that tourism businesses and destinations are likely to face increasingly drastic
changes in the future (IPCC, 2018; Scott et al., 2019). Considering that different tourism activities are
affected differently by climate change, targeted analysis is needed on these different activities (Liu et al,
2021). Even if it is evident that the sector needs to learn how to adapt to climate change impacts (Loehr
and Becken, 2021), there is a gap in assessing how climate change may influence different types of cultural
tourism, in terms of impacts on tourism products, seasonality of tourism and tourist flows.

This contribution has a twofold objective. Firstly, it investigates the topic of cultural tourism, through a
literature review of the existing definitions, for identifying different types of cultural tourism that should be
promoted outside urban areas using the product approach. Secondly, the study aims to explore their
relationship with climate change, presenting a methodology to correlate climate-related risks and types of
cultural tourism and assess their susceptibility.

2. Cultural tourism definitions

Culture and tourism have always been inextricably linked, but this connection become explicit as a specific
form of consumption only in recent decades, with the growth of cultural tourism sector (ESPON, 2020).
Today, culture is a fundamental part of the tourism experience in Europe, and its importance is growing,
being one of the largest and fastest-developing global tourism markets, sharing around 39% of overall
tourism activities globally (UNWTO, 2018).

Cultural tourism is a very complex and controversial issue since there is no adequate and unique definition
existing (Csapo, 2012). It is not enclosed in a single and straightforward definition, and it is not merely a
shade of the definition of tourism (L. Angelini et al, 2020). Starting from the 1990s, several scholars animated
a long debate around this topic, its definition and conceptualization (Caspo, 2012). As highlighted by
McKercher and du Cros (2015), the challenge seems to be defining cultural tourism capturing the essence
of the experience and identifying its potential products. This strengthens the idea that there are two different
approaches: a motivational one, which focuses on the main purpose for travel, and a product one, centered
on resources and activities. (Ohridska-Olson, 2015).

For the purpose of this study, the latter seems more indicated for classifying different types of cultural
tourism. Figurel summarizes the collected existing definitions, highlighting the tourism products.

SOURCE DEFINITION TOURISM PRODUCTS
Dictionasy of Cultgal tongsm: general term refersing to lersnuge travel motvated by | wor specified
Travel, Toudsm and | one or more aspects of the culmee of a partienlar area.
Hosprtality Terms,
1996
Silberbesg, 1995 Cultcal Tongsm is tongsm activities due to part or all for interested | * history
in history, art, science or destination community culmural hestage and | *ant
way of life. * science
* cultucal heatage
* way of life

Richards, 1996

Culmal Tonasm includes a tone of historic budldings and sites,
mmusenm, art gallery, a visit of the contemporary painting and
senlptuce or watching performance ast.

Culmal Tonasm is the movement of persons to specific cnltmeal
attractions, such as hesitage sites, artistic and cnlmeal mansfestations,
arts and drama outside their nozmal place of residence, with the
intention to gathesr new knowledge and to sausfy their cultural needs.

* historic buildings/sites
* musenm

* art gallesies

¢ punung

* sculptuge

* performance art

Reisinger, 1994

Crultral Tonasm is to seek and deeply participate in new forms of
expegiencing tonusm of the aesthetic, intellectual, emotional, and
psychological experience.

nar specified
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Stebbins, 1996

Cultnral Tongism is a form of tongism in which tongsts ace are daawn
to sevesal culmiral forms, such as musenms, galledes, festvals,
architecture, historic muns, artistic pesformances, and hentage sites

* musenm

* gallesies

* festivals

* architectice

* historic mins

* artistic pecformances
* heritage sites

ICOMOS, 1997

Cnultmsal Tongsm can be defined as that actvity which enables people
to expesnience the different ways of Lfe of other people, thereby
gaining at first hand an nndesstanding of their cnstoms, traditions,
the physical enviconment, the intellectal ideas and those places of
architectural, histosic, ascheological or other cultual significance
which remain from eadier times. Cultusal Tongasm differs from
recreational tongism in that it seeks to gain an naderstanding or
appreciation of the name of the place being wisited.

* cosmme and traditions
* physical enviconment
¢ intellectnal :deas

* architectuce

* history

* archeology

gains new experiences of an edncational, creative, and /ot
entertaining name.

Richards, 2001 Cultmcal Tonasm entails not only the consumption of a cnlmeal past, | * historical products
histogical product but also those which include the contemporary, * way of life
cnltural way of kfe of the people and or region. Cultmeal Toudsm can | * ant
therefore be regarded as covening both hentage toudsm and art
tongism.

McKercher and dun | Cultacal Tonasm is a form of toncism that relies on a destination’s nar specified

Cros, 2005 cultural hesitage assets and tzansforms them into products that can
be consnmed by tongists

Reizmnger, Culmsal Tonssm is a type of special interest travel where the cultnce | *ant

2011 of a host conatsy is an important factor in attracting tongists to a * music
destination. The culmee of a host conntry is presented throngh its * handeraft
mategials (act, music, handeraft, etc.) and non-material (hosprtality, * cnstoms
customs, history, religion) elements. * history

* seligion

Smuth, 2016 Cnulmsal Tongsm is a passive, active and interactive engagement with | * heritage

heritage, arts and the enlmzes of commnunities, whereby the visitor * arts

* culres of community

UNWTO, Tougsm

and Cnultmce
synergies  zeport,
2018

Cultugal tonasm is a type of tondsm actvity in which the visitor's
essential motivation is to learn, discover, expecience and consume the
tangible and intangble cnltural attractions/products in a touasm
destunation. These attractions/prodncts relate to a set of distinctive
mategial, intellectnal, spirimal, and emotional featnzes of a society that
encompasses arts and architecmre, histogical and cultmgal hesitage,
culinary hegtage, literatuce, music, creative indnstdes and the living
culmges with their lifestyles, value systems, beliefs and traditions.

* arts and acchitectuce
* historical heritage

* culinary heritage

* Lteramze

* music

* creative mdnstaes

* kving cultuces

* beliefs

* traditions

Figure 1 | Review of existing cultural tourism definitions
Source: authors elaboration

2.1 Cultural tourism types

Different types of cultural tourism can be defined, characterizing them through tourism products. Indeed,
a categorization in this sense has been already suggested by several studies. Ohridska-Olson (2015),
recognizing how cultural resources and tourism experiences vastly vary, suggests limiting the typology of

Cultural Tourism to categories and sub-categories (Table II).

Table I | Cultural Tourism Categories and Sub-categories

Religion Heritage Tourism
Ethno-folklotic Tourism
Personal Heritage Tourism

CATEGORIES SUB-CATEGORIES CATEGORIES SUB-CATEGORIES

Cultural Heritage and Museum Tourism Creative Tourism Photographic Tourism

History Tourism Archaeological Tourism Arts and Crafts Tourism
Educational Tourism Writing Tourism

Performance Tourism
ICH-related Tourism
Other creative activities

Festival and Event
Cultural Tourism

Musical Cultural Tourism by types of
Dance arts

Theatrical

Cinema

Fine art

Musical Tourism
Literary Tourism
Movie Tourism
Architectural
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Instead, the classification of major cultural tourism forms proposed by Csapo (2012) is shown in Figure 2.

Types of cultural tourism

Tourism products, activities

Heritage tourism

eNatural and cultural heritage (very much

connected to nature-based or ecotourism);

Material

built heritage,

architectural sites,

world heritage sites,

national and historical memorials
Non material

literature,

arts,

folklore

Cultural heritage sites

museums, collections,

libraries,

theatres,

event locations,

memories connected to historical
persons

Event and festival tourism

Cultural festivals and events

Music festivals and events (classic and
light or pop music)

Fine arts festivals and events

Cultural thematic routes

wide range of themes and types:
spiritual,

industrial,

artistic,

gastronomic,

architectural,

linguistic,

vernacular,

Religious tourism, pilgrimage routes

Visiting religious sites and locations
with religious motivation

Visiting religious sites and locations
without religious motivation (desired
by the architectural and cultural
importance of the sight)

Pilgrimage routes

Creative culture, creative tourism

traditional  cultural and  artistic
activities

performing arts,

visual arts,

cultural heritage and literature

as well as cultural industries

printed works,
multimedia,

the press,

cinema,

audiovisual and
productions,

craft,

phonographic

design and cultural tourism

minority

Ed. Csapé. J. 2011

e “classic” city tourism, sightseeing

¢ Cultural Capitals of Europe

e “Cities as creative spaces for cultural
tourism”

Cultural city tourism, cultural tours

¢ Local cultures’ traditions

Traditions, ethnic tourism st A3 .
e  Ethnic diversity

Figure 2| Classification of major cultural tourism forms
Fonte: Caspo, 2012

It is evident that product categories and related cultural tourism types are not mutually exclusive and some
of them naturally overlap, as highlichted by Du Cros and McKrecher (2015). Considering the territorial
context on which this research focuses, three other types of Cultural Tourism are considered: Gastronomy
Tourism, Eco-Tourism, and Walking Tourism. They are officially recognized by the UNWTO as specific
forms of tourism, and represents an opportunity for promoting local economic development, social and
cultural regeneration.

Finally, for the scope of this study, eight types of Cultural Tourism (Table II) have been broken down, as
reference framework, providing a comprehensive definition for each of them.

Table II | Cultural Tourism Types and related definitions

CULTURAL TOURISM TYPE
Historic Tourism

DEFINITION

The main motivation for travel is the need for new information and experience
of historical cultural heritage. (Ohridska-Olson, 2015)

It is a type of tourism which offers visitors the opportunity to develop their
creative potential through active participation in courses and learning
experiences, which are characteristic of destinations. It allows an engaged and
authentic experience, with participative learning in the arts, heritage, or special
character of a place, and provides a connection with those who reside in this
place and create this living culture. (Richard and Raymond, 2000; UNESCO,
2006)

Event and festival tourism is related to ‘additional’ motive of tourists to visit a
place in which a short term/time limited and specific events ot festivals happen.
(Getz, 2008)

Living cultures tourism is travel motivated by search authentic and intimate
contact with people with cultural background, traditions, beliefs, and ways of
life different from the tourists. (Sanyal, 2009)

It is an experiential trip to a gastronomic region, for recreational or
entertainment purposes, which includes visits to primary and secondary
producers of food, gastronomic festivals, food fairs, events, farmers’ markets,
cooking shows and demonstrations, tastings of quality food products or any
tourism activity related to food. (UNWTO, 2012)

Eco-tourism is related to observation and appreciation of nature while
containing educational and interpretation aspects. It aims to minimize negative

Art and Creative Tourism

Events and Festival Tourism

Living Cultures Tourism

Gastronomy Tourism

Eco-Tourism
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effects on environment and involve local communities in tourism processes.
(UNWTO, 2002)

Walking Tourism Walking tourism is a specific form of tourism which allows people to
experience the tourist destination by walking, enjoying nature, culture and the
landscape. It comprises hiking and trekking, as well pilgrimage tourism. It also
meets recent travelers’ need of physical and healthy activities during their travel,
so it can be considered as a type of sport tourism. (Nyaupane et al., 2014;

UNWTO, 2019)

3. Relevance of climate change in cultural tourism

A strong relation between tourism and climate change is confirmed by the scientific literature dealing with
these topics (Csete et al., 2012). According to Dubois and Ceron (20006), this debate emerged on the
international scene starting from 2003, with the first UNWTO conference on tourism and climate change,
when governments and public authorities, academic institutions and NGOs were asked to support
destinations management organizations in implementing adaptation and mitigation measures to respond to
specific climate change impacts at local destinations (UNWTO, 2003).

Impacts of climate change determine several challenges for tourism, considering its effects on destinations,
infrastructure, resources, competitiveness, tourist flows and behaviours (Hall et al., 2016). In recent years, a
range of impact assessments has been produced, mostly focusing on specific countries or destination types,
such as ski areas or coastal zones (Hein et al., 2009).

3.1 Susceptibility of cultural tourism types to climate-related hazards

The presented research is developing a methodology to assess the susceptibility of different cultural tourism
types to climate-related hazards, as reference framework for understanding how climate change may
influence the different forms of tourism. The set of climate-related hazards considered in this study is the
one defined from the European Environment Agency, according to Intergovernmental Panel for Climate
Change Sixth Assessment Report (Crespi et al., 2020). The climate-related hazards are divided into 6
categories, for a total number of 16 hazard types, as shown in Figure 3.

Within the current work we propose to develop a matrix to frame the relation between different cultural

tourism type and the climate hazards presented in Fig.3. The presented eight cultural tourism types are then

related to the hazard types, and the relation is expressed as a level of susceptibility to climate change. Three

levels of susceptibility are being considered:

e Jow susceptibility, if the climate-related hazard may not impact the cultural tourism type, or may have a
minimum impact on it;

e medium susceptibility, if the climate-related hazard may impact the cultural tourism type, but it may be
adapted, or if it has not yet impacted so far, but it is expected by 2050;

e high susceptibility, if the climate-related hazard may have a significant impact on the cultural tourism
type, and it has to be modified or it cannot be longer performed.

In this assessment, three aspects should be examined: the tourism products and destinations, considering

possible implications for their attractiveness due to climate change; the seasonality of tourism, which can

be modified according to climatic conditions; the touristic flows, since climate change may influence the

tourism demand-side.

The explorative study will be based on a double method: on one side, a literature review through case-

studies to assess how climate change hazards on cultural tourism types have been analysed so far; on the

other side, the use of the experts’ opinion, for validating the susceptibility assessment on the 3 aspects of

tourism for each cultural tourism type.

4. Conclusions

This paper aims at contributing to the discussion around the relation between cultural tourism and climate
change adaptation, according to a territorial planning perspective. The overall research question is how to
plan adaptive tourism strategies for fostering territorial regeneration and socio-economic development for
less-known destinations, outside urban centres and how to support them in creating adaptive form of
cultural tourism through time.

As first step, a literature review of the existing definitions of cultural tourism has been carried out. It allowed
to identify which are the main tourism products, as resource and activities, behind the classification of
different types of cultural tourism. An overlapping in this categorisation is evident; nevertheless, the product
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approach is efficient to establish a reference framework of cultural tourism types, which may be promoted
in non-urban areas. Furthermore, this products approach may help in understanding how the local
resources, that constitute the core of cultural tourism development, may be affected by climate change
hazards. Following this result, we presented a draft approach to link and assess climate change implications
and the different types of cultural tourism, considering how it may impact the tourism products, seasonality

and flows.

Hazard Hazard type Index name Priority #
category
Mean temperature High 1l
Growing degree days High 2.
Mean temperature i )
Heating degree days High 3.
Cooling degree days High 4,
Tropical nights High 5.
Heat and :
High 6.
e Hot days [4
Warmest three-day period High 7.
Extreme heat -
Heatwave days based on apparent temperature High 8.
Climatological heatwave days Medium 9.
Days with UTCI above a threshold Medium 10.
Cold spells and frost * = Frost days High 11.
Mean precipitation Total precipitation High 12.
Maximum consecutive five-day precipitation High 13.
Extr?n'\e ) Extreme precipitation total High 14.
precipitation *
Frequency of extreme precipitation Medium 15
River flooding River flood index using runoff High 16.
st L Aridity actual High 17
dry Aridity -
Consecutive dry days Medium 18.
Duration of meteorological droughts High 19.
Drought Magnitude of meteorological droughts Medium 20.
Duration of soil moisture droughts High 21.
Wildfire Days with fire danger exceeding a threshold High 22,
Wind Mean wind speed Mean wind speed High 23.
n
Severe windstorm Extreme wind speed days Medium = 24,
Snow and Snowfall amount High 25.
. Snow and land ice -
ice Period with snow water equivalent above a threshold Medium 26.
Relative sea level Relative sea level rise High 27.
Coastal .
Coastal flooding Extreme sea level High 28.
Sea surface temperature High 29.
Ocean temperature * .
. Duration of marine heatwaves Medium 30.
Oceanic -
Biochemical ocean Dissolved oxygen level Medium 31.
properties * Ocean pH level Medium | 32.
Figure 3 | Summary table of hazard categories and types
Fonte: ETC-CCA Technical Paper 1/2020. Climate-related hazard indices for Europe
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