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Impressed sealing

Excavation no. KH.17.0.531 (Gaziantep)

Material: Clay

Dimensions: 1. 2.3; w. 3.5; th. 3.4 cm

Context: Lower Palace, area C East, fill F.8867 (phase A)
Date: Late Bronze 11B, 13th century BCE

The reverse of the sealing shows the negative impression of an angled wooden
surface, which suggests that the sealing was placed on the edge of a wooden box.
On the obverse there are two seal impressions made from two different seals, a
cylinder seal and a signet ring, both belonging to the same prince named Taya
(meaning “man” in Hurrian), one of the few who is attested in both phases and
who in total had three cylinder seals (C1-3), four button seals (B1-4) and four
signet rings (S1-4), see also Cat. nos. 6-7 (Peker 2023a: 131-133, no. 22, table
3, fig. 22a-n). The cylinder seal (C2; h 3.2 cm) features, between guilloches, a
Storm-god in smiting position (in other impressions by the same seal, the mace
and the tall horned cap are visible) holding a large axe (Beyer 2001: 303-304, fig.
33 calls him the Syrian Ba’al), in front of, probably, two other deities, a female one
crowned and with a long flounced dress with rolled vertical border (possibly the
Aleppine Hepat), and a male figure with tall cap, dress to the knee and an object in
his right hand. The legend reads in hieroglyphic writing: td-i(a) AURIGA, (DEUS)
ku+AQUILA = Taya, Charioteer of the goddess Kubaba; in cuneiform: 1. MKISIB
2. "T4-"e-e 3. AS LUGAL = Seal of Taya, (elder) son of the king. The signet ring
(S2), with a fine ladder motif along the edge, has the same hieroglyphic legend
as above. In other impressions, Taya carries also the title of vizier, thus having
had diplomatic and commercial responsibilities in addition to his cultic ones.
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