


 edited by 
Nicolò Marchetti 

AlmA mAter Studiorum - univerSità di BolognA 

dipArtimento di StoriA Culture Civiltà

Karkemish 

of the Hittites on the Euphrates

New Discoveries and New Acquisitions

Ankara, Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, February 2nd to March 26th, 2026



OrientLab
Research on the archaeology of the ancient Near East
Series editor: Nicolò Marchetti

www.orientlab.net/pubs

Editorial staff: Vittoria Cardini, Claudia D’Orazio

Text and images are licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution CC 
BY-NC-SA 4.0 of the Authors and Ante Quem S.r.l., if not credited otherwise

All images, if not credited otherwise, refer to monuments and material from the site of Karkemish and are the copyleft 
of the Turco-Italian Archaeological Expedition at Karkemish.

Published by Ante Quem S.r.l. and the Department of History and Cultures – University of Bologna
Via Senzanome 10, 40123 Bologna – tel. and fax +39 051 4211109
www.antequem.it

Printed in January 2026

ISBN: 978-88-7849-212-7 (paperback) 
ISBN: 978-88-7849-213-4 (online) 
doi: 10.12878/orientlab3



FOUNDING UNIVERSITIES

Istanbul University
Faculty of Letters - Department   of Ancient Languages 
and  Cultures

Gaziantep University
Faculty of Architecture

FINANCIAL SPONSORS

Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna
Department of History and Cultures

Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism
Directorate General for Cultural Heritage and
    Museums

Gaziantep Archaeological Museum Directorate

PARTNERSHIPS

Istanbul Archaeological Museums Directorate

SANKO Holding

Museum of Anatolian Civilizations Directorate

Alma Mater Studiorum – University of Bologna

Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality



Table of conTenTs

Forewords 7

Visual communication at Karkemish between the Imperial and Late Hittite periods
nicolò MarcheTTi 14

Anatolian hieroglyphic writing at Karkemish
hasan Peker 24

The Late Bronze II and Iron I-II layers at Karkemish
ViTToria cardini, claudia d’orazio, Gabriele Giacosa, sara PizziMenTi, rosa riVolTella 28

The Hittite Empire period sealing archive from Karkemish: a web of officials and economic tasks
GiacoMo benaTi, claudia d’orazio, nicolò MarcheTTi, hasan Peker 40

A unique Late Hittite monumental cuneiform inscription from Karkemish
Gianni Marchesi 44

The Karkemish archaeological landscape between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods
Gabriele Giacosa, Medya KaraKaya, Merve Özyiğit, beyazit sÖyleMez, ibrahiM ÜnGÖr 46

The bioarchaeology of Karkemish between Late Bronze II and Iron II periods
MÜGe erGun, elena Maini, eleonora serrone, rula shafiq, alexander Weide 50

The museum collections from Karkemish in Türkiye
uMuT alaGöz, rahMİ asal, ÖzGÜr ÇoMaK, raMazan eKer, yusuf KİraÇ, Mustafa Metİn 54

The new arrangement of the Karkemish sculptures in the central hall of the Museum 
of Anatolian Civilizations
uMuT alaGöz, nicolò MarcheTTi, MusTafa MeTin 58

The digital repository for the Late Bronze II sealing archive and the 3D model of Late Hittite Karkemish
JacoPo MonasTero 60



caTaloGue
Nos. 1-57 66

biblioGraPhy 188



112



113

Cat.Cylinder seal

Excavation no. KH.21.O.186 (Gaziantep)

Material: Stone

Dimensions: diam. 1; h. 2.2 cm (perf. diam. 0.4 cm)

Context: Acropolis, area AA, fill F.11703

Date: Late Bronze II, 14th-13th centuries BCE

21

Cylinder seal retrieved from the fill (F.11703) of a Hellenistic period pit (P.11704), 

cut into the a mudbrick wall (W.11388) of the Late Bronze II monumental building. 

The surface of the seal, made of calcareous stone, appears quite worn and, thus, 

only a tentative interpretation of the engraved scene can be proposed. A possible 

schematic standing figure with a long robe can be recognized between two spears 

or vegetal elements. This latter kind of oblique strokes pointing downwards can 

be seen on a group of seals from Ugarit (Amiet 1992: fig. 24, nos. 125-127). Next, 

there are two rampart quadrupeds, possibly equids with their calves next to them. 

Schematic theories of animals are also found among the Syrian style seals from 

Ugarit (ibid., 41-44, figs. 14-18). Overall, based on stylistic and iconographic 

comparisons, it is possible to ascribe this seal to the local Syrian glyptic 

production of the later second millennium BCE, quite different in quality of 

execution and style from the other cylinder seal found in area AA (see Cat. no. 20).
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