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Highlights 

• The effects of ascoma digestion by slugs and mouse on Tuber aestivurn spores were compared

• SEM and AMF analyses showed that after slug digestion the spore wall is partially degraded

• Slugs collected on truffle ground contain Tuber spores detectable by molecular barcoding

• Slugs digest Tuber spores, promoting mycorrhizal infection of Quercus robur seedlings
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