Survey on the Awareness and Perception of the Clinical Ethics Committee (CEC) of the Local Health Authority-IRCCS of Reggio Emilia. 
Section 1 
Dear Colleague, 
thank you for your willingness to participate in this survey. The questionnaire is divided into several sections and will take about ten minutes to complete. The sections are the following: general information; previous experiences with ethical issues; awareness and knowledge of the service; evaluation of the activities promoted by the service; final thoughts on the service. 

Questions
Occupation*: _ ____________ (Open-ended question) 
Field/Specialization*: ____________ (Open-ended question) 
Department: (drop-down menu) * 
1. General and Specialized Surgery 
2. Diagnostic Imaging and Laboratory Medicine 
3. Emergency and Urgent Care 
4. Internal Medicine 
5. Maternal and Child Health 
6. Specialized Medicine 
7. Neuromotor and Rehabilitation 
8. Oncology and Advanced Technologies 

Section 2: Previous experiences
On July 13, 2020, the Clinical Ethics Committee (hereinafter referred to as “CEC”) was established at the Local Health Authority (LHA) Azienda USL-IRCCS of Reggio Emilia. The CEC is a service promoted by the Bioethics Unit, whose primary objective is to support clinicians in managing ethically complex situations. To ensure the service meets the needs of those who provide care and assistance, we ask you to think about your experience and indicate which situations, if any, have presented ethical difficulties or complexities. 
Question 
· In the last 5 years, have you ever found yourself involved in any of the following situations? 
(Only one answer per situation is allowed. Please answer all situations.) * 

	Situation
	It has never happened to me
	It has happened only once
	It has happened more than once
	It has happened frequently
	Not applicable for the patients I take care

	Seek ethical guidance for oneself when faced with complex cases
	
	
	
	
	

	Seek ethical guidance for your team when dealing with complex cases
	
	
	
	
	

	Decidere sulla somministrazione di un farmaco ad uso compassionevole
	
	
	
	
	

	Complex communication of a diagnosis
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflicts with patients regarding treatment decisions
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflicts with a patient’s family members regarding treatment decisions for the patient
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflict between two different teams regarding a patient’s treatment plan
	
	
	
	
	

	Difficulties in applying Law No. 219/ 2017, known as the “Regulations on Informed Consent and Advance Directives”
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenges in managing continuous deep palliative sedation
	
	
	
	
	

	Challenges in managing patients who test positive for COVID-19
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflicts with the parents of a minor patient regarding the treatment plan
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflicts with other members of the healthcare team regarding the treatment plan for a minor patient
	
	
	
	
	

	Conflicts regarding shared decision-making in patients with cognitive decline and their families
	
	
	
	
	

	Requests related to end-of-life care (assisted suicide/euthanasia/
terapeutic obstinacy)
	
	
	
	
	

	Requests for interventions that are inappropriate or inconsistent with good medical practice
	
	
	
	
	



· Other (please specify if there are any situations that you consider to be particularly common and significant from an ethical perspective) - non-compulsory: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 3: dissemination and knowledge of the service
Questions of this section concern awareness and use of the service among LHA healthcare professionals, as well as any emerging needs in this regard.
Question
Have you ever heard of this service? * 
· Yes (go to section 7 – if yes) 
· No (go to section 4 – if no) 

Section 4: If NO 
Would you like to receive further information about it? 
· Yes (go to section 6 – if yes) 
· No (go to section 5 – if no) 

Section 5: If NO, (then go to section 8) 
For what reason(s)? *
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section 6: If YES
By which means? (then go to Section 8) 
· Informative sessions 
· Social media 
· Information on the intranet 
· Press release 

· Interaction/meetings with the Bioethics Unit 
· Other (please specify how you would like to receive further information about the CEC):  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 7: If YES, (proceed to Section 8) 
Questions 
Where did you hear about it? [More than one answer is possible] * 
· Company information sessions
· social media
· Information on the intranet
· Colleagues
· meetings with the Bioethics Unit
· Other
Regarding the CEC [only one answer allowed each line]* 
	
	YES
	NO
	PARTIALLY

	Would you be able to describe what the CEC does?
	
	
	

	Do you know who the members of the CEC are?
	
	
	

	Do you know who the CEC is intended for?
	
	
	

	Do you know where to find useful information about CEC?
	
	
	

	Do you think it is an easily accessible service?
	
	
	

	Have you ever thought about contacting the CEC?
	
	
	



In your opinion, are there any barriers that hinder access to the service? 
If so, which are they?  * _______________________________________________________

Section 8: Evaluation of activities promoted by the Service 
The CEC is an LHA organization unit available to all healthcare professionals at the USL-IRCCS of Reggio Emilia. Its functions, as defined by regulation, are: to provide ethical consultation with written responses on ethically complex cases; to provide ethical support to a healthcare professional or a team on difficult cases; to publish and disseminate opinions/guidelines on general ethical issues related to both clinic and organization activities; and to provide training to healthcare professionals on ethical issues. Questions of this section are designed to investigate your perception of these activities. 

Questions 
Have you ever taken advantage of any of the activities promoted by the CEC? * 
· Yes (go to section 12) 
· No (go to section 9) 
 
Section 9: If NO 
If no, for what reason? * 
· Lack of knowledge 
· Lack of time 
· Scarce support 
· Scarce interest or topic not relevant 
· Other 
 
Would you be interested in using them in the future? * 
· Yes (go to section 11) 
· No (go to section 10) 

Section 10: If NO, (then go to section 14) 
For what reason(s)? *
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 11: If YES
Which of the CEC’s activities might be particularly useful to you? (go to section 12) 
· Request for ethical consultation on a complex clinical case 
· Request for ethical support for a team 
· Participation in training sessions and/or courses 
· Consultation on institutional guidelines 
· Other (please specify on what occasions you have come into contact with the CEC’s activities) ____________________________________________________________

Section 12: If YES
Questions 
Which one(s)? * 
· Request for ethical consultation on a complex clinical case
· Request for ethical support for care teams
· Participation in training sessions and/or courses 
· Consultation of company guidelines 
· Other (please specify on what occasions you have come into contact with the activities of the CEC) ___________________________________________________
Regarding your participation (only one answer is possible for each line)*
	
	   Not at all
	Slightly
	Quite
	A lot
	Completely

	Did the activity meet your expectations?
	
	
	
	
	

	Were you satisfied with the service you received?
	
	
	
	
	

	How would you rate the quality of the service you received? 
	
	
	
	
	



If you have any further comments regarding the quality of service, please use this space to provide them (optional) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Moreover, have you ever heard of/ seen/ read the opinions/guidelines published by the CEC? * 
· Yes 
· No 

How would you rate this type of support for your clinical practice? * ___________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Considering the activities described above, would you be interested in participating in any of these activities in the future? 
· Yes (go to section 13 – if yes) 
· No (go to section 14)

Section 13: If YES, (then proceed to Section 14) 
Which of the CEC’s activities might be of particular use to you? * 
· Request for ethical consultation on a complex clinical case 
· Request for ethical support for a team 
· Participation in training sessions and/or courses 
· Consultation of institutional guidelines 
· Other (please specify on what occasions you have had the opportunity to engage with the CEC’s activities) ________________________________________________
· 
Section 14: Final considerations
Thank you for participating in the survey. Your contribution is extremely valuable in helping us collect useful data to improve our services. 
Before submitting your responses, we would like to ask if you have any additional comments or thoughts regarding the CEC that were not covered in the previous questions that might be an important aspect to share in your opinion.

Do you have any other considerations, comments, or suggestions regarding this service? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

