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NEW LETTER 

Maximize EU’s pollinator protection 

Bees and other pollinators play vital roles in biodiversity and food security, and they are a source of income 

and inspiration. Yet, bees’ biodiversity and abundance are decreasing every day. Their decline, driven by 

pesticides (1–4), poses serious threats to the environment, ecosystems, and human health. The European 

pesticide authorization framework states that a pesticide can only be put on the market if it has no harmful 

effects on human health or animal health and no unacceptable effects on the environment (5). EU ministries 

decide what constitutes an “acceptable” effect of a pesticide on bees. We call on EU governments to apply the 

maximum level of protection of pollinators from pesticides(6).  
In 2013, the European Food Safety Authority, at the request of EU Member State governments, set a 

maximum acceptable level of 7% reduction on colony size (i.e., number of bees per colony) (7). Many 

beekeepers, environmentalists, and scientists feel that 7% is already too high(6, 8), even for the model species 

of honey bees. Meanwhile, wild pollinator species, many of which are far more sensitive than honey bees to 

pesticides (9), continue to rapidly decline (10–12).   
Scientific evidence about the impact of pesticides on pollinators is vast, clear, and increasingly well 

documented. The EU ministries must act responsibly by basing their regulatory requirements on scientific 

evidence, which indicates that  7% negative impact on honey bee colony size is the maximum level that would 

be acceptable. These decisions can protect future generations from a future without pollinators. 
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